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i Institutionalized  Homophobia  9  Cited 

Canadians  Seek 
Amendment  of 
Human  Rights  Act 


OTTAWA,  CANADA  —  The 
Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  has  called  on  the  new 
Conservative  government  to 
“move  quickly”  on  the  issue  of 
human  rights  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  The  Coalition  has  requested 
Prime  Minister  Joe  Clark  to 
amend  the  Canadian  Human 
Rights  Act  to  include  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  among  the  grounds  on 
which  discrimination  is 
prohibited. 

When  the  previous  Liberal 
government  brought  in  the 
Human  Rights  Act,  the  Coalition 
said,  it  defeated  an  amendment 
which  would  have  added  sexual 
orientation,  thus  depriving  over 
two  million  lesbian  and  gay  Cana¬ 
dians  of  protection  from  discrimi¬ 
nation  in  the  federal  sphere  in 
matters  of  employment  and  access 
to  public  services.  The  Coalition 
made  its  request  of  the  Clark 
government  following  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  a  report  prepared  for  the 
Canadian  Human  Rights 
Commission  by  Marjorie  Ward, 
of  the  School  of  Social  Work  at 
Carleton  University. 

In  her  report.  Ward  states  that 
public  attitudes  have  evolved  to 
the  point  where  a  majority  favors 
job  protection  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  However,  she  refers  to 
“institutionalized  homophobia” 
as  the  major  stumbling  block  to 
the  inclusion  of  sexual  orientation 
in  the  Canadian  Human  Rights 
Act. 

Ward’s  report  singles  out  the 


Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police 
(RCMP)  and  the  Canadian  Forces 
(the  military)  as  the  leading  exam¬ 
ples  of  “institutionalized  homo¬ 
phobia”  in  the  area  of  the  feder¬ 
al  government.  These  institutions, 
Coalition  spokespersons  said,  fre¬ 
quently  refer  to  “national  secur¬ 
ity”  as  a  reason  “for  not  granting 
human  rights  to  homosexuals.” 
Ward  responds  to  this  issue  in  her 
report,  stating,  “The  denial  of 
basic  rights  to  a  large  minority 
because  a  small  number  of  them 
may  be  subject  to  blackmail  is 
morally  reprehensible.” 

“This  strict  adherence  to  rea¬ 
soning  which  effectively  denies 
over  two  million  people  a  funda¬ 
mental  right  to  legal  protection 
from  discrimination  in  areas  of 
employment, accommodation,  and 
goods  and  services,”  Ward  con¬ 
tinues,  “may  be  attributed  in 
some  measure  to  a  deeply-rooted 
homophobia  which  yields  some 
people  incapable  of  even  uttering 
the  word  ‘homosexual’.” 

Both  the  Canadian  Forces  and 
the  RCMP  have  written  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Human  Rights  Commission 
to  express  their  opposition  to  the 
Commission’s  recommendation 
that  sexual  orientation  be  included 
in  the  Human  Rights  Act.  Only 
the  Canadian  Forces,  however, 
permitted  the  publication  of  its 
letter  with  the  Commission’s 
report. 

The  letter  from  the  Canadian 
Forces,  written  by  Chief  of  the 
Defense  Staff  Admiral  R.  H. 


White  and  Timilty  Address 
Mel  King  Coalition 


BOSTON,  MA  —  The  Mel 
King  Coalition,  a  group  com¬ 
prised  of  the  various  tenant,  femi¬ 
nist,  black,  Hispanic,  and  gay 
interests  which  brought  defeated 
mayoral  candidate  Rep.  Mel  King 
to  a  healthy  third  place  in  the 
Sept.  25  primary  election,  met  last 
Sunday  night  at  the  Arlington 
Street  Church  to  discuss  possible 
endorsements  for  the  Nov.  6  Final 
election.  Both  incumbent  Mayor 
Kevin  H.  White  and  his  opponent, 
Sen.  Joseph  F.  Timilty,  attended 
the  event  in  search  of  support. 

King  himself  announced  last 
week  that  he  would  not  endorse 
Timilty,  whom  he  endorsed  four 
years  ago,  but  added  that  he 
would  personally  vote  “against” 
White.  The  city’s  Black  Political, 


Task  Force  stated  that  it  too 
would  endorse  neither  candidate. 

At  the  Sunday  night  event, 
Timilty  reiterated  his  previous 
promises  to  appoint  a  gay  liaison 
to  his  staff,  sign  a  comprehensive 
human  rights  ordinance,  issue  an 
executive  order  protecting  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  city 
employment,  and  consider 
allowing  a  city-owned  building  to 
be  used  as  a  gay  community 
center. 

White  countered  that  he  is  one 
of  the  only  mayors  in  the  country 
to  have  appointed  a  staff  member 
whose  specific  responsibility  is 
providing  services  to  the  gay 
community.  Timilty,  though  he 
has  promised  a  gay  liaison,  has 


Continued  on  Page  10 


State  Sen.  Joseph  F.  Timilty 


Seeks  Inclusion  of  Gay  Plank 

National  Convention 
Project  Launched 


Falls,  reads  in  part,  “The  policy 
of  the  Canadian  Forces  is  that 
homosexual  conduct  is  not 
condoned  and,  therefore,  that 
homosexual  persons  are  not 
knowingly  enrolled  or  retained  in 
the  Forces.  This  policy  is  based, 
for  the  most  part,  upon  the  fact 
that  the  Canadian  Forces,  unlike 
most  other  employers,  provides  in 
many  instances  a  combined 
working  and  social  milieu. 
Because  in  such  a  milieu  persons 
having  unusual  behavioral  traits 
may  attempt  to  inflict  them  upon 
others,  there  is  only  one  method 
of  assuring  our  servicemen  and 
women  that  their  rights  will  be 
respected:  by  denying 

employment  to  homosexuals.” 

Ward  avers  that  the  onus  is  on 
the  Canadian  Forces,  the  RCMP, 
and  the  Cabinet  “to  justify  pub¬ 
licly  the  exclusion  of  sexual  orien¬ 
tation.  .  .  .  The  Commission,  as 
an  agent  of  2.3  million  people,  is 
well  equipped  now  in  terms  of  ‘ex¬ 
perience  with  the  Act’  or,  more 
importantly,  in  terms  of  experi¬ 
ence  with  government  resistance, 
to  apply  pressure  in  strategic 
places.”  She  recommends  that  the 
Commission  “apply  pressure  on 
the  RCMP,  the  Armed  Forces  and 
government  departments  to 
engage  in  full,  frank  and  open 
debate  on  the  issue.” 

Ward  further  recommends  that 
the  Commission  advocate  that  all 
Continued  on  Page  8 


By  Judith  Miller 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO  —  Muriel 
“Mac”  McCann,  manager  of  the 
recently  fire-bombed  Mor  or  Les 
women’s  bar  in  St.  Louis,  was 
Finally  cleared  of  the  arson  charge 
thrown  at  her  for  allegedly  blow¬ 
ing  up  her  own  tavern  (see  GCN 
Vol.  7,  No.  1 1).  Citing  lack  of  evi¬ 
dence,  the  St.  Louis  Circuit 
Attorney’s  Office  on  October  16 
closed  its  case  on  the  fire-bombing 
and  refused  issuance  of  arson  war¬ 
rants  against  McCann,  the  only 
suspect  in  the  case. 

Assistant  Circuit  Attorney 
Michael  L.  Sullivan  said  there  was 
not  enough  evidence  to  issue  such 
a  warrant  against  McCann,  who 
was  arrested  by  police  September 
13  and  held  on  suspicion  of  arson. 
He  said  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
fire  was  caused  by  arson,  but  he 
noted  that  police  had  failed  to 
provide  evidence  that  would 
connect  anyone  to  the  incident. 

The  Fire  and  explosion  that  de¬ 
stroyed  the  bar  occurred  in  the 
early  morning  hours  of  September 
11.  There -was  evidence  of  arson, 
including  two  five-gallon  plastic 
gas  containers  that  were  found  on 
the  second  floor  of  the  building, 
where  McCann  had  lived  until 
several  weeks  before  the  Fire.  If 
she  had  not  moved  out,  it  is  quite 
possible  that  she  would  have  been 
killed  in  the  blaze. 

Sullivan  said  there  was  no 
evidence  to  place  McCann  at  the 
scene  of  the  Fire  when  it  broke  out 
or  shortly  afterward.  Attempts  to 
investigate  the  incident  with  other 
employees  at  the  bar  turned  up 
nothing. 

It  was  confirmed  that  McCann 
and  the  owner  of  the  tavern, 
Bonita  Stephens,  left  the  estab- 
lisment  at  2  a.m.  on  September 
11.  The  fire  was  discovered  and 
reported  at  2:50a.m. 

The  tavern’s  license  was  to  have 
expired  September  4  in  the  face  of 
neighborhood  opposition  to  its 
feminist  and  lesbian  patronage.  A 
majority  of  First  floor  tenants 
living  near  the  bar  signed  a  peti- 


Compiled  by  Dan  Daniel 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  In  an 
attempt  to  gain  the  inclusion  of  a 
gay  rights  plank  in  the  plat¬ 
forms  of  both  the  Republican  and 
Democratic  parties  for  next  year’s 
presidential  elections,  a  National 
Convention  Project  has  been 
launched  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Gay  Rights  National  Lobby 
(GRNL).  The  project  has  been 
allotted  an  estimated  budget  of 
$120,000,  and  two  coordinators 
—  Mary  Spottswood  Pou  and 
Tom  Bastow  —  have  been  hired. 

Bastow  explained  to  GCN  that 
such  a  project  was  deemed  neces¬ 
sary  because  “in  dealing  with  the 
[federal]  government,  we’re 
lacking  the  kind  of  political  clout 
that  gay  people  have  in  a  lot  of 
major  cities.  .  .  .  Although  we’re 
well-organized  locally,  we  could 
not  put  any  organized  pressure  on 
the  federal  government.” 

In  spite  of  such  federal-level  ini¬ 
tiatives  as  HR  2074  (the  Waxman- 
Weiss  bill),  which  seeks  to  extend 
the  1964  and  1968  Civil  Rights  Act 
to  protect  lesbians  and  gay  men 
from  discrimination,  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Sen.  Paul  Tsongas’  plan 


tion  opposing  license  renewal,  but 
a  suit  was  filed  on  Stephens’  be¬ 
half  challenging  the  constitution¬ 
ality  of  the  petition.  The  license 
was  extended  after  a  restraining 
order  was  secured  in  behalf  of  the 
owners. 

Concerned  Citizens  Against 
Violence,  an  ad  hoc  group  com¬ 
prised  of  patrons  of  the  bar  and 
sympathizers,  blamed  tenseness 
and  hostility  in  the  conservative 
neighborhood  for  the  fire¬ 
bombing.  According  to  police, 
there  had  been  a  series  of  tele¬ 
phone  threats  made  against  con¬ 
tinued  operation  of  the  bar. 


to  introduce  legislation  which 
would  protect  lesbians  and  gay 
men  from  employment  discrimi¬ 
nation,  Bastow  said  it  was  the 
“strong  belief”  of  GRNL  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  Steve  Endean  that 
“gay  rights  would  never  get  any¬ 
where  in  the  Congress  until  at 
least  one  of  the  major  parties  put 
gay  rights  on  its  agenda  in  the 
form  of  a  platform  plank.”  The 
major  benefit  of  an  effort  to 
secure  such  a  plank,  said  Bastow, 
“is  in  the  process  of  getting  there 
rather  than  in  the  actual  plank,  in 
getting  gay  people  organized  poli¬ 
tically  to  affect  national  politics.” 

Admittedly,  the  term  “gay 
rights”  is  broad  and  somewhat 
all-encompassing.  What  specific 
form  would  such  a  platform  plank 
take  in  the  view  of  Project 
organizers? 

“Well,”  said  Bastow,  “the 
germs  of  the  plank  are  in  the 
demands  of  the  March  on 
Washington,  particularly  [those] 
addressed  to  the  national  govern¬ 
ment.  That  is,  an  executive  order 
banning  discrimination  in  federal 
employment  practices  across  the 
Continued  on  Page  8 


Case 

Neighbors  reported  that  a  man 
with  the  name  Ernie  on  his  shirt 
said  he  saw  three  men  leave  the 
scene  in  a  pickup  truck.  He 
thought  it  was  strange  that  they 
didn’t  get  out  of  the  truck  but  in¬ 
stead  left  moments  after  the  blaze 
erupted.  One  neighbor  reported, 
“I  heard  the  explosion  and  I  saw 
the  man  who  did  it  leaving  the 
scene.” 

Why  has  the  arson  case  been 
closed,  leaving  McCann  as  the 
only  suspect  in  the  case?  In  the 
public’s  mind  is  McCann  still 
guilty,  since  she  was  only  cleared 
Continued  on  Page  8 


CGPC  Polls  the  Candidates 


CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The 
Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus 
(CGPC)  has  announced  the  results 
of  its  poll  of  candidates  for  City 
Council  and  School  Committee 
posts.  Spokespersons  for  the 
group  said  CGPC  had  found 
“widespread  support”  for  gay 
rights,  “particularly  among  candi¬ 
dates  endorsed  by  the  Cambridge 
Civic  Association  (CCA).” 

Questionnaires  were  mailed  to' 
all  candidates  for  City  Council 
and  School  Committee,  and  all  of 
the  six  CCA  City  Council  candi¬ 
dates  (Duehay,  Graham, 
Preusser,  Sullivan,  Thompson, 
and  Wylie)  responded  “favor¬ 
ably.”  Of  School  Committee 
candidates  endorsed  by  the  CCA, 
four  of  five  responded  “favor¬ 
ably”  to  the  questionnaire 
(Berman,  Blackman,  Koocher, 
and  Wolf)-  Henrietta  Attles  did 
not  return  the  questionnaire, 
citing  “personal  reasons.”  When 
advised  that  candidates  for  public 
office  may  legitimately  be  asked 
for  their  views  on  public  policy 
issues,  Attles  responded,  “I  don’t 
have  to  respond  to  everything.” 

“Generally  favorable”  replies 
were  received  from  City  Council 
candidates  Bentubo,  Hunt,  Jones, 
LaTremouille,  Ruma,  and  Single- 
ton. 


CGPC  spokespersons  said  that 
of  those  persons  not  responding  to 
the  survey,  Walter  Sullivan  and 
Tom  Danehy  “have  in  the  past 
either  opposed  or  refused  to  sup¬ 
port  gay  rights.”  A1  Vellucci  did 
not  respond  to  the  survey,  and 
could  not  be  contacted  for  an 
explanation. 

As  part  of  its  attempt  “to  pro¬ 
mote  gay  rights  in  Cambridge,” 
the  CGPC  attempted  to  arrange  a 
voter  registration  session  at  the 
Paradise  Cafe,  the  only  gay  bar  in 
Cambridge.  The  Cambridge  elec¬ 
tion  commission,  evidently  ignor¬ 
ing  the  precedent  of  similar 
sessions  at  Boston  bars,  asked  the 
City  Solicitor,  Russell  Higley,  for 
an  opinion  on  the  legality  of 
holding  such  registration  at  a  bar. 
CGPC  said  it  learned  that  Higley 
in  turn  contacted  the  Mass. 
Attorney  General’s  office  for  an 
opinion  and,  after  consultation 
with  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  replied  that 
such  a  registration  event  would,  in 
fact,  be  legal.  It  was  reported  by 
one  election  commissioner,  how¬ 
ever,  that,  on  receiving  this  opin¬ 
ion,  Higley  declined  to  send  regis¬ 
trars  to  the  Paradise  Cafe,  saying, 
“We  don’t  have  to  go  down 
there.” 


No  Charges  Lodged 

McCann  Cleared  in  Arson 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

"I've  been  trying  today  to  bring  back  your  face  — to 
remember  just  how  you  look.  Funny  how  even  the 
dearest  face  will  fade  away  in  time.  Most  clearly  I 
remember  your  eyes,  with  a  kind  of  reassuring  smile  in 
them,  and  the  feeling  of  that  soft  spot  just  northeast  of 
the  corner  of  your  mouth  against  my  lips.  I  wonder 
what  we’ll  do  when  we  meet  —  what  we’ll  say.  Well,  I’m 
rather  proud  of  us,  aren’t  you?  I  think  we've  done  rather 
well.” 

Reporter  and  author  Lorena  Hickock,  in  a 
letter  to  Eleanor  Roosevelt  in  December, 
1933. 


man  sues  b.p.l. 

BOSTON,  MA  —  A  35-year  old  Boston  man,  found 
not  guilty  on  a  charge  of  prostitution  last  year  as  a 
result  of  thetwo-week  crackdown  on  gay  male  cruising 
in  the  Boston  Public  Library,  has  filed  a  $500,000  civil 
rights  suit  in  U.S.  District  Court  charging  Boston 
Police  Commissioner  Joseph  M.  Jordan  and  Library 
Director  Philip  McNiff  with  violating  his  civil  rights 
under  the  1st,  4th,  and  14th  amendments. 

The  gay  man,  represented  by  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders,  was  one  of  105  men 
arrested  last  year  in  the  BPL  crackdown.  GCA/ will  have 
a  complete  report  on  the  civil  suit  next  week. 


darts  gets  license 

BOSTON,  MA  —  The  Boston  Licensing  Board, 
nearly  a  year  after  the  first  public  hearing,  has  finally 
promulgated  restrictions  on  the  license  of  Darts,  271 
Dartmouth  Street.  The  Board  voted  2-1  to  establish  five 
restrictions  on  the  license,  among  them  that  food  must 
be  available  up  to  1:00  a.m.  but  no  laterthan  2:00  a.m., 
and  that  a  security  guard  be  hired  to  police  the  front 
door,  lobby,  and  any  lines  outside. 

The  Board  also  ordered  Darts  to  hire  a  sound 
expert  to  set  a  decibel  limit  on  the  volume  of  the  music 
to  prevent  disturbances  to  the  residents  of  the  building 
wherein  the  bar  is  located. 

Darts  manager  Nancy  Gilman  accepted  the 
restrictions  on  October  18.  Commissioners  Richard  L. 
Arrington  and  Jon  C.  Straight  voted  in  favor  of  the 
restrictions,  while  Board  Chair  Andrea  W.  Gargiulo 
voted  against  them,  preferring  to  revoke  the  license  of 
Darts. 


beware  of  this  man 

MANCHESTER,  NH  —  A  Hillsborough  County 
jury  has  found  Joseph  A.  Lister  guilty  of  first-degree 
murder  in  connection  with  the  death  of  a  31-year  old 
gay  man  five  years  ago.  But  authorities  will  have  to  find 
Lister  first,  as  he  escaped  from  police  custody  on  Sept. 
28  and  has  not  been  seen  since. 

The  jurors  deliberated  four  and  a  half  hours  before 
arriving  at  the  verdict;  they  also  determined  that  Lister 
was  legally  sane,  contrary  to  the  defense  attorney’s 
contention  that  he  was  suffering  from  a  mental  illness 
that  compelled  him  to  kill. 

A  psychiatrist  who  testified  for  the  state,  Dr. 
Bellenden  R.  Hutcheson,  called  him  “the  most 
dangerous  guy  I  ever  examined,"  adding, 
“homosexuals,  especially,  or  persons  frequenting  gay 
bars,  should  beware  of  confronting  Lister.” 


is  that  what  it  is? 

LOS  ANGELES,  CA  —  A  sellout  crowd  of  850 
persons  recently  attended  a  $150-a-plate  dinner  at  the 
posh  Beverly  Wilshire  Hotel,  the  purpose  of  which  was 
to  raise  money  for  the  Gay  Community  Services 
Center.  Among  the  luminaries  at  the  function,  which 
raised  $120,000,  were  Gov.  Jerry  Brown,  Los  Angeles 
Mayor  Tom  Bradley,  and  “Miss  Lillian”  Carter,  mother 
of  the  President. 

As  Miss  Lillian  was  alighting  from  her  limousine  at 
the  entrance  to  the  Beverly  Wilshire,  she  was 
approached  by  reporters  who  wanted  to  know  whether 
she  was  “embarrassed  .  .  .  at  attending  adinnerto  raise 
money  for  homosexuals.”  Said  Miss  Lillian,  “No,  not  at 
all.  ...  Is  that  what  it  is? 


educating  the  educators 

SEATTLE,  WA  —  A  panel  of  selected  members  of 
Dignity/Seattle,  an  organization  of  gay  Catholics  and 
other  concerned  persons,  was  invited  to  participate  in 
the  12th  Annual  Northwest  Religious  Education 
Congress  in  Yakima  (WA)  Oct.  20-21.  Panelists 
addressed  two  topics:  “Growing  up  gay  and  Catholic” 
and  “What  do  you  say  after  I  say  I  am  gay?” 

One  member  of  the  panel  stated  that  "...  I  feel  that 
we  have  made  a  ‘giant  step’  for  the  understanding  and 
acceptance  of  gays  in  the  Catholic  community.” 

Dignity,  Inc.,  is  an  unofficial  organization  of  the 
Catholic  church  with  almost  100  chapters  in  the  U.S., 
Canada,  Australia,  Korea,  France,  Spain,  England,  and 
Sweden.  Membership  exceeds  6,000  persons.  The  goal 
of  the  organization  is  “to  meet  the  religious  needs  of 
Catholics  in  the  gay  community  who  have  fallen  away 
from  the  church  because  of  oppression  and 
discrimination  in  their  local  parishes.” 


bryant  goes  back  on  the  tube 

HOLLYWOOD,  CA  —  Anita  Bryant  has  begun 
rehearsals  here  for  a  television  special  tentatively 
scheduled  to  be  aired  on  the  NBC  network  in  January, 
1980.  "The  Sensational,  Shocking,  Wild  and  Crazy 
’70s”  will  be  Bryant’s  first  television  appearance  in 
more  than  three  years.  Scheduled  guests  for  the 
program  include  Sonny  Bono,  Leif  Garrett,  and  the 
Village  People. 


ten  percent  premieres 

LOS  ANGELES,  CA  —  The  premiere  issue  of 
TenPercent,  America’s  first  university-funded  gay 
newsmagazine,  is  scheduled  for  publication  on  Nov.  6 
at  the  University  of  California/Los  Angeles  (UCLA). 
The  first  issue,  with  a  press  run  of  10,000  copies,  will  be 
distributed  free  in  the  greater  Los  Angeles  area. 

Among  the  contents  of  the  premiere  issue  are 
exclusive  interviews  with  authors  Rita  Mae  Brown  and 
Christopher  Isherwood  and  articles  oh  gay  art  history, 
gay  non-fiction  in  the  ’70s,  and  gay  men  in  fraternities. 

Initial  funding  provides  for  quarterly  publication 
and  is  provided  by  the  Communications  Board  of  the 
UCLA  associated  students.  A  more  frequent 
publication  schedule  is  anticipated,  but  will  depend  on 
advertising  and  subscriber  support. 

For  more  information,  including  subscription  and 
advertising  rates,  write  TenPercent,  112  Kerckhoff 
Hall,  308  Westwood  Plaza,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90024,  or 
call  (213)  825-2787. 


more  t.v.  exposure  urged 

ORLANDO,  FL  —  Yvonne  English  and  Dave 
Strickler  recently  urged  increased  exposure  and 
impartiality  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  on  television  at 
an  Oct.  23  Broadcast  Town  Meeting  in  Orlando.  The 
meeting  was  sponsored  by  the  National  Association  of 
Broadcasters  (NAB),  a  private,  voluntary  association 
for  programming  standards  in  the  t.v.  and  radio 
industry.  English  and  Strickler,  spokespersons  for  Gay 
Social  Services  of  Central  Florida,  addressed 
questions  to  a  panel  comprised  of  representatives  of 
the  three  major  television  networks,  radio,  and  the 
NAB. 

English  commented  on  the  portrayal  of 
stereotypical  images  in  television  and  the  lack  of 
objectivity  in  news  coverage  of  gay  events,  asking  what 
resources  are  used  in  preparing  gayfprogramming  and, 
if  the  networks  had  gay  hiring  policies.  All  three 
networks  claimed  sensitivity  to  the  gay  minority, 
stating  that  they  welcomed  dialogue  but  that  they 
retained  the  final  responsibility  for  gay-oriented 
programming. 

Strickler  pointed  out  that  10%  of  every  market  is 
gay  and  wondered  whether,  therefore,  10%  of 
programming  should  reflect  lesbian/gay  concerns. 
If  that  were  the  prevailing  guideline,  the  networks 
responded,  then  50%  of  broadcasting  in  Milwaukee,  for 
example,  would  have  to  be  directed  at  Polish  people. 


lachs  to  speak  in  alaska 

ANCHORAGE,  AK  —  Stephen  M.  Lachs,  recently 
appointed  by  California  Gov.  Jerry  Brown  to  a 
judgeship  on  the  Los  Angeles  Superior  Court,  will 
deliver  the  keynote  address  at  the  Alaska  Gay 
Community  Center’s  First  Annual  Awards  Banquet  on 
Sun.,  Nov.  4,  at  the  Northern  Lights  Inn.  While  in 
Anchorage,  Lachs  will  also  address  the  Anchorage  Bar 
Association  at  a  noon  luncheon  on  Mon.,  Nov.  5. 

The  awards  banquet,  which  is  open  to  the  public, 
will  feature  a  buffet  dinner  and  live  entertainment. 
Tickets  are  $15,  and  proceeds  will  benefit  the  Gay 
Community  Center.  For  information,  write  the  Center 
at  P.O.  Box  4-2791,  Anchorage,  AK  99509,  or  call 
Chuck  Eggen  at  (907)  272-3182  or  (907)  276-3909. 


strike  up  the  band 

BOSTON,  MA  —  The  first  meeting  of  Boston’s 
Lesbian  Marching  Band  will  be  on  Nov.  13,  from  7:30- 
9:30  p.m.,  at  49  Dracut  St.,  Dorchester  (near  the 
Ashmont  T  stop).  Especially  being  sought  are  lesbians 
who  play  all  types  of  instruments,  particularly  tubas 
and  drums,  tambourine  players,  whistle  blowers,  baton 
twirlers,  lesbians  to  be  banner  carriers,  and  lesbians 
with  experience  in  directing  and  orchestrating. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  women  to  bring  instruments 
to  this  meeting  unless  someone  wants  to  sell  an 
instrument. 


meet  the  editor 

BOSTON,  MA  —  Coverage  by  the  “straight”  media 
of  events  relevant  to  the  lives  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
(and  most  recently,  the  coverage  of  the  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights)  has  angered 
many  people.  An  ad  hoc  group  in  the  Boston  area  has 
made  arrangements  to  meet  with  the  Managing  Editor 
of  the  Boston  Globe  to  discuss  that  newspaper’s 
coverage  of  the  March  and  other  pertinent  issues.  That 
meeting  has  been  arranged  for  Thurs.,  Nov.  8. 

On  Wed.,  Nov.  7,  at  6  p.m.,  people  interested  in 
attending  that  meeting  are  requested  to  attend  a 
planning  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  GCN  office,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston  (2nd  floor). 


ngu  presents  a  problem 

ATLANTA,  GA  —  The  Center  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  has  announced  that  a  little-known  venereal 
disease,  nongonococcal  urethritis  (NGU),  has  become 
a  major  public  health  problem.  NGU  has  the  same 
symptoms  as  gonorrhea  and  can  cause  sterility,  it  has 
only  been  in  recent  years  that  doctors  have  been  able 
to  grow  a  culture  of  the  bacteria  chlamydia,  which 
causes  NGU,  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  the  disease 
has  become  so  common,  according  to  Dr.  Paul 
Wiesner  of  the  CDC’s  Venereal  Disease  Control 
Division. 

“Another  reason  is  that  it  is  not  a  reportable 
disease  under  the  law  and  doctors  have  not  been 
treating  it  as  a  venereal  disease,”  Wiesner  said. 
Because  it  is  not  reportable,  statistics  are  unclear  as  to 
how  many  cases  of  NGU  exist,  but  Wiesner  said  CDC 
estimates  indicated  that  probably  twice  as  many  men 
had  NGU  as  had  gonorrhea. 

“We  are  estimating  that  there  are  about  two  million 
cases  of  NGU  this  year,”  said  Wiesner. 


call  for  your  discharge 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  toll-free  telephone  line 
has  been  set  up  by  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
(ACLU)  to  assist  veterans  who  received  less  than 
honorable  discharges  from  the  Military  in  filing  for  a 
review  of  the  discharge  before  a  Dec.  31  deadline. 
ACLU  spokespersons  explained  that  “since  1942,  at 
least  3,434,000  less  than  honorable  discharges  have 
been  issued,  including  1.9  million  in  World  War  II  and 
792,000  in  the  Vietnam  era.” 

Under  1977  legislation,  all  veterans  or  the  next  of 
kin  of  any  veterans  discharged  before  1965  with  an 
undesirable  or  “blue”  discharge  certificate  have  a 
limited  opportunity  to  apply  to  a  discharge  review 
board  to  seek  a  change  in  discharge  status.  The  ACLU 
estimates  that  only  one-tenth  of  one  percent  of  those 
eligible  to  apply  have  done  so. 

The  toll-free  number  is  1-800-424-5402.  It  is 
expected  to  be  in  operation  9  a.m. -9  p.m.  six  days  a 
week. 


share  a  woman’s  place 

BOSTON,  MA  —  A  support  group  collective  is 
being  formed  in  this  area  to  gather  together  women 
interested  in  A  Woman’s  Place,  a  retreat.in  upstate  New 
York.  The  retreat  occupies  23  acres  of  woods  and 
meadows;  the  main  house  and  four  cabins  can 
accommodate  up  to  42  women,  while  additional  space 
is  available  in  the  barn  for  sleeping,  workshops, 
dances,  and  other  activities.  Opportunities  are 
available  for  on-site  camping. 

Many  changes  of  policy  and  organization  have 
occurred  in  its  five-year  history.  The  present  policy 
holds  that  A  Womaa's  Place  remain  open  to  all  women, 
regardless  of  political  orientation  or  lifestyle.  A 
Woman’s  Place  is  run  by  a  non-resident  advisory  board 
and  a  resident  caretaker  collective.  Guests  are 
requested  to  share  in  cooking  and  cleaning 
responsibilities.  Funds  from  guests,  sponsors, 
benefits,  and  special  donations  keep  the  retreat 
financially  intact. 

To  contact  the  support  group,  call  Anne-Marie  at 
(617)  643-4129.  To  contact  A  Woman’s  Place  (which  is 
only  an  hour  and  a  quarter  away  from  Lake  Placid  and 
the  Winter  Olympics),  call  (518)  623-9970. 


support  group  revitalizes 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The  Support  Group  for 
Women’s  Safety  is  a  coalition  of  women  organized  last 
spring  to  work  for  the  Coalition  for  Women’s  Safety  in 
that  group’s  efforts  to  respond  to  the  wave  of  murders 
of  women  of  color  in  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  and  the 
South  End.  In  its  first  few  months,  the  Support  Group 
was  very  active,  and  in  response  to  requests  from  the 
Coalition  it  provided  support  in  a  number  of  ways, 
including  raising  over  $6,000  for  the  Coalition. 

During  the  summer,  however,  with  the  atmosphere 
of  crisis  diminishing,  energy  for  the  Support  Group 
declined.  While  40-50  women  attended  early  meetings 
of  the  group,  barely  a  dozen  women  were  participating 
by  the  end  of  the  summer. 

Members  of  the  Support  Group’s  Coordinating 
Committee  fear  that  with  the  passing  of  the  feeling  of 
immediate  crisis,  women  have  lost  sight  of  the 
continuing  importance  of  the  work  that  the  Support 
Group  committed  itself  to  doing.  Violence  continues, 
and  women  are  no  safer  today  than  six  months  ago,  the 
Committee  said. 

The  Coordinating  Committee  has  been  working  to 
develop  a  proposal  for  better  organizing  the  work  of 
the  Support  Group  in  a  way  that  is  effective, 
accountable,  and  not  overwhelming  to  members.  They 
will  be  presenting  this  proposal  to  women  who  have 
been  part  of  the  Support  Group  and  any  new  women 
interested  in  participating.  They  feel  that  without  the 
ongoing  involvement  of  women  in  the  community,  the 
efforts  begun  in  the  spring  will  collapse. 

All  women  are  urged  by  the  Support  Group  to 
attend  this  meeting,  which  will  be  held  on  Nov.  8  at  7 
p.m.  at  the  Red  Book  Store,  136  River  St.,  Cambridge. 
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Boston  Abortion 
Rights  Week  Concludes 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

BOSTON,  MA  —  National 
Abortion  Rights  Action  Week  was 
celebrated  October  21-29  in  200 
cities  across  the  United  States. 
The  week-long  series  of  vigils, 
marches,  fairs,  and  health  clinic 
open-houses  was  sponsored  by  a 
coalition  of  21  religious,  health, 
civil  rights,  union  and  feminist 
organizations. 

Leslie  Cagan,  an  organizer  of 
the  Boston  Coalition  for  Abortion 
Rights  Action  Week  described  the 
national  actions  as  an  opportunity 
“for  people  to  visibly  show  their 
support  of  abortion  rights.  At  the 
same  time,  we  will  speak  to  the 
connections  between  abortion  and 
other  reproductive  rights.  Just  as 
we  call  for  full  abortion  rights  for 
all  women,  regardless  of  income, 
we  also  demand  an  end  to  all 
forms  of  sterilization  abuse,  as 
well  as  safe  and  effective  birth 
control,  accessible  child-care, 
pregnancy  and  maternity  benefits 
for  working  women,  decent  health 
care  for  all  and  true  sexual  free¬ 
dom.” 

In  Boston,  a  City-wide  Fair  and 
Rally  for  “a  woman’s  right  to 
choose”  was  held  on  Saturday, 
October  27,  at  the  Grover  Cleve¬ 
land  School  in  Dorchester.  Over 
300  black,  Latina,  and  white 
women  of  all  ages,  along  with 


some  men  and  lots  of  children, 
attended  the  fair/rally.  Those 
attending  the  fair  had  a  choice  of 
over  30  booths  of  different  organ¬ 
izations  to  browse  through,  as 
well  as  an  opportunity  to  try  their 
luck  hurling  darts  at  a  picture  of 
Jimmy  Carter  or  throwing  wet 
sponges  at  a  drawing  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  governor  Edward  J. 
King.  Facepainting  seemed  the 
high  point  of  the  event  for  the 
kids.  Child  care  was  provided  by 
the  Men’s  Child  Care  Collective. 

In  addition  to  the  organization 
booths,  there  were  slide  shows, 
movies,  video,  and  music  by 

Yemenja  throughout  the  day. 

At  the  rally  held  directly  after 
the  fair,  all  speakers  made  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  fact  that  the  pro- 
choice  forces  are  the  majority  and 
that  it  is  important  to  now  mobi¬ 
lize  that  majority  to  defend 
abortion  rights  for  all  women.  All 
speakers  linked  the  fight  for 

abortion  rights  with  the  fight 

against  sterilization  abuse  and 
welfare  cutbacks  and  for 
increased  social  services  such  as 
health  care  and  day  care.  The 
recent  racist  violence  in  the  city 
was  also  brought  up  by  all 
speakers. 

Ann  Bookman,  speaking  for 

the  Abortion  Rights  Action  Week 
Coalition,  summed  up  the  princi- 


Suspended  Sentence  Given  in 


Compiled  by  Mitzel 

NORTHAMPTON,  MA  — 
Massachusetts  Superior  Court 
Judge  Kent  Smith  ordered  a  sus¬ 
pended  sentence  given  to  a  South 
Deerfield  man  after  the  accused 
pleaded  guilty  to  six  counts  of  in¬ 
decent  assault  and  unnatural  acts 
with  a  minor  male. 

The  defendant,  John  Getsinger, 
was  arrested  in  late  spring,  1979, 
and  charged  with  14  counts  in¬ 
volving  statutory  offenses  with  a 
minor.  The  indictments  specified 
six  separate  dates  over  a  period  of 
17  months. 

Getsinger,  a  Harvard  graduate 
and  the  1979  Franklin  County 
Singles  Tennis  champion,  and  a 
former  artist-in-residence  in  the 
public  schools  in  Hampshire 
County,  was  an  elementary  school 
teacher  at  the  time  of  his  arrest. 
He  resigned  his  teaching  position 
the  day  after  his  arrest. 

Representing  Mr.  Getsinger  was 
Atty.  Thomas  Lesser  of 
Northampton.  Lesser  is  well- 
known  as  the  attorney  for  anti¬ 
nuke  activist  Sam  Lovejoy,  who 
was  acquitted  by  a  jury  in  1973  on 
charges  involving  his  destruction 
of  a  fortified  observation  tower  at 
the  proposed  Montague,  MA, 


nuclear  power  site. 

Getsinger,  28,  had  enormous 
community  support  after  his  in¬ 
dictment.  Seventy  letters  in  his 
support,  from  friends,  colleagues 
and  clergy,  were  submitted  to  the 
court  in  his  behalf.  The  father  of 
the  alleged  victim  also  submitted  a 
letter  to  Judge  Smith  maintaining 
that  no  damage  resulted  to  his  son 
and  that  the  teenaged  boy  was 
continuing  to  do  well  in  school 
and  with  his  friends.  Getsinger’s 
wife  also  stood  by  him  during  this 
period.  Over  40  supporters  were  in 
court  on  Tuesday,  October  29, 
when  the  case  was  heard. 

Hampshire  County  Asst.  Dis¬ 
trict  Attorney  Bernard  Whalen  re¬ 
commended  the  court  sentence 
Getsinger  to  two  years  in  the 
county  House  of  Corrections  in 
Northampton.  Prior  to  sentenc¬ 
ing,  defense  counsel  Lesser  called 
three  witnesses.  After  taking  the 
testimony  and  recommendations 
under  advisement.  Judge  Smith 
returned  with  his  decision  of  a  sus¬ 
pended  sentence.  With  this 
decision,  Smith  agreed  that  this 
was  an  isolated  incident  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant.  He  declined 
to  recommend  court-appointed 
psychiatric  evaluation  or  counsel- 


Revere  Defendant  Files  Suit 


By  David  Brill 

BOSTON,  MA  —  A  “Revere 
sex-ring”  defendant  who  had  his 
case  dismissed  has  filed  a  $2 
million  civil  rights  suit  in  U.S. 
District  Court  charging  three  law 
enforcement  officials  with  harass¬ 
ment  and  trying  to  frame  him  on 
subsequent  different  charges,  in¬ 
cluding  murder.  Roger  E.  Spear 
of  Wellesley  filed  the  suit  against 
Norfolk  County  District  Attorney 
William  D.  Delahunt,  Quincy 
police  officer  Charles  Rogers, 
who  is  attached  to  Delahunt’s 
office,  and  Wellesley  police  de¬ 
tective  Roland  Campbell. 

Spear,  a  46-year  old  millionaire 
investment  counsellor,  was  in¬ 
dicted  nearly  two  years  ago  in  the 
infamous  “Revere  sex-ring”  case 
for  alleged  sexual  acts  with  a  13- 
year  old.  However,  his  case  was 
dismissed  in  Suffolk  Superior 
Court  in  May  at  the  request  of  the 
Suffolk  County  District  Attorney, 
who  indicated  there  was  no  evi¬ 


dence  to  prosecute  Spear. 

Since  the  Revere  indictment, 
which  Spear  told  GCN  was  totally 
concocted,  Spear  claims  he  has 
been  the  object  of  “false  and  vile 
rumors”  being  spread  by  the  Nor¬ 
folk  County  D.A.’s  investigators. 
His  suit  claims  that  Det.  Rogers 
has  accused  him  of  the  murder  of 
20-year-old  Dale  Barbre,  whose 
mutilated  body  was  found  on  a 
Lowell  highway  on  Feb.  2,  1978 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  6,  No.  22),  as  well 
as  the  murders  of  two  other  boys. 

Either  Rogers  or  Campbell  is 
also  accused  in  the  suit  of  stating 
that  “too  many  people  had  dis¬ 
appeared  who  knew  plaintiff 
Spear.” 

On  October  5,  Norfolk  County 
officers,  armed  with  a  Superior 
Court  warrant  for  seizure  of 
“marihuana,  pills,  and  any  and  all 
controlled  substances,  books, 
ledgers,  currency,  receipts  of  any 
transaction,  and  any  and  all  para- 
Continued  on  Page  10 


Leslie  Cagan  of  the  Boston  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Abortion  Rights  Action 
Week 


pies  of  unity  of  that  group.  She 
said,  “We  are  pro-abortion  rights 
and  we  oppose  sterilization  abuse. 
We  are  pro-abortion  rights  and  we 
oppose  the  Hyde  amendment  [the 
federal  amendment  restricting 
federal  funding  of  abortions]  and 
all  attempts  to  cut  back  public 
funding  of  abortion.  We  are  pro- 
abortion  rights  and  we  support 
decent  health  care  for  all  women, 
an  adequate  ^income  for  all 
women,  day  care  and  other  social 
services  for  all  women.” 
Bookman  continued,  “This 
means  concretely  for  us  here  in 
Boston  in  1979  that  the  pro-choice 
movement  must  take  a  clear  and 
consistent  stand  against  racism. 
We  must  organize  against  racist 
attacks  whenever  they  occur  and 
whomever  they  effect.  .  .  .  Until 
all  third  world  people  are  guaran¬ 
teed  their  basic  right  to  live  and 
Continued  on  Page  10 

Sex  Case 

ing.  Smith,  a  former  defense 
attorney  and  Dukakis 
appointment  to  the  Superior 
bench,  said  he  assumed  full  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  his  decision. 

Judge  Smith’s  decision  in  favor 
of  a  suspended  sentence  follows 
the  practice  established  by  Justice 
Joseph  Ford  in  the  Dr.  Donald 
Allen  case  in  Suffolk  Count/ 
Superior  Court  last  December. 
Dr.  Allen,  found  guilty  by  a  jury 
of  four  counts  of  statutory  rape 
upon  a  minor  male,  received  5 
years  probation.  Subsequently, 
several  of  the  remaining  men  in¬ 
dicted  in  the  so-called  “Revere  sex 
ring”  pleaded  guilty  and  received 
suspended  sentences  or  probation. 
Others  in  those  cases  had  indict¬ 
ments  against  them  dropped. 


Isobutyl  Nitrate 
Placed  on  Controlled 
Substance  List 


BOSTON,  MA  —  A  bill  signed 
into  law  by  Massachusetts  Gov. 
Edward  J.  King  in  July  quietly 
went  into  effect  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth  on  Oct.  5.  That  legislation, 
introduced  by  Rep.  Thomas  K. 
Lynch  (D-Barnstable),  places  on 
the  list  of  “controlled  substances” 
all  products  consisting  of  the 
chemical  isobutyl  nitrate.  Most 
gay  men  are  familiar  with  this 
chemical,  which  is  marketed 
under  such  names  as  Rush, 
Locker  Room,  Discoroma,  Hard¬ 
ware,  and  so  forth.  As  controlled 
substances,  these  products  are 
now  outlawed  and  will  no  longer 
be  commercially  available  in 
Massachusetts. 

Lynch  told  GCN  that  his  reason 
for  introducing  the  legislation 
which  led  to  the  ban  on  such  pro¬ 
ducts  had  to  do  with  a  petition 
signed  by  his  constituents  which 
claimed  that  dealers  were  selling 
the  product  indiscriminately  to 
minor  children.  The  parents  who 
signed  the  petition,  Lynch  said, 
were  concerned  about  possible 
harmful  effects  on  their  children. 

“We  looked  into  it,”  Lynch 
said,  “and  found  that  there  was 
no  medical  value  to  the 
chemical,”  but  it  was  not  mar¬ 
keted  as  a  product  with  any  medi¬ 
cal  value.  In  fact,  most  such  pro¬ 
ducts  are  sold  as  “room  odor- 
izers.”  Lynch  explained,  however, 
that  there  was  a  fear  among  his 
constituents  that  the  use  of  these 
products  would  generate  “a  drug 
chain  type  of  thing,”  and  that 
“kids  were  being  exposed  to  it 
with  some  fairly  severe  health 
risks.” 

According  to  Rep.  Lynch,  re¬ 
search  showed  that  isobutyl 
nitrate  “has  been  linked  with  var¬ 
ious  heart  diseases,  liver  diseases, 
and  various  diseases  that  are  asso¬ 
ciated  with  abnormal  use  of  the 
drug.” 

Some  observers  have  com¬ 
mented  that  it  might  have  been 
more  to  the  point  to  impose 
harsher  penalties  on  dealers  who 
sold  the  product  to  minors  than  to 
impose  a  ban  across  the  board  on 


all  such  products.  Jane  Spilka, 
Research  Director  for  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Health  Care  which  has 
jurisdiction  over  the  controlled 
substances  law,  considers  that  a 
“moot  point,”  however,  saying 
that  “we  have  to  deal  with  what 
we  have”  in  terms  of  legislation 
which  has  already  been  approved, 
signed,  and  passed  into  law.  In 
fact,  she  said,  the  committee  never 
considered  harsher  penalties  for 
distributors  who  permitted  minors 
to  obtain  the  product. 

“Aside  from  the  sale  to  minors 
issue,”  Spilka  said,  “I  think  there 
might  have  been  some  concern  on 
the  part  of  other  members  [of  the 
committee]  that  there  was  a  valid 
health  argument  here  and  that 
perhaps  prolonged  usage  of  it 
would  result  in  .  .  .  problems  to 
the  heart,  the  circulatory  system, 
and  that  kind  of  thing.”  She  told 
GCN  that  testimony  had  been  pre¬ 
sented  by  Dr.  Michaels  on  behalf 
of  the  Department  of  Public 
Health,  and  that  his  testimony 
addressed  the  possible  medical 
problems  which  might  arise  from 
prolonged  usage  of  the  substance. 
Spilka  said  that  Michaels  “was 
not  that  specific”  in  his 
testimony,  but  that  he  dealt 
mainly  with  possible  damage  to 
the  heart,  and  specifically  with 
“an  increased  risk  of  heart 
attack.”  She  said  Michaels’  testi¬ 
mony  illustrated  that  the  effect  of 
isobutyl  nitrate  on  blood  pressure 
could  lead  to  heart  attacks  and  the 
risk  of  cerebral  hemorrhage. 

Massachusetts,  then,  has 
become  the  first  state  to  ban  pro¬ 
ducts  consisting  of  isobutyl 
nitrate.  The  action  has  prompted 
concern  from  the  manufacturers 
of  these  products,  and  a  statement 
has  been  issued  by  at  least  one 
such  manufacturer,  the  makers  of 
Hardware. 

Joseph  F.  Miller,  president  of 
Great  Lakes  Products,  Inc.,  told 
GCN  that  he  hopes  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Massachusetts  will  re¬ 
consider  its  action.  In  an  official 
statement,  Miller  said,  “We  at 
Continued  on  Page  6 


Social  Workers  Hear  Gay  Needs 


BOSTON,  MA  —  A  recent  con¬ 
ference  at  Boston  College,  entitled 
“Homosexuality:  Changing  Per¬ 
spectives  for  Clinical  Practice,” 
attracted  200  social  workers  and 
other  mental  health  professionals. 
The  conference  was  presented  by 
the  Massachusetts  Chapter  of  the 
National  Association  of  Social 
Workers  (NASW). 

In  his  introduction  to  the  con¬ 
ference,  Gary  Drake,  MSW,  who 
coordinated ‘the  day’s  events  and 
who  co-chairs  the  Mass.  Task 
Force  on  Lesbian/Gay  Issues,  em¬ 
phasized  that  “this  was  the  first 
time  in  history  that  a  professional 
association  had  presented  a  con¬ 
ference  designed  to  stimulate 
dialogue  and  education  among 
heterosexual  professionals  about 
homosexuality  and  the  diversity  of 
homosexual  experience  and 
behavior.”  The  event  was  staffed 
by  24  experienced  social  workers, 
psychologists,  nurses,  and  psychi¬ 
atrists,  homosexual  and  hetero¬ 
sexual. 

Dr.  Hilda  Hidalgo,  Ph.D.,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Urban  Studies  at  Rutgers 
University,  was  the  conference 
moderator.  The  keynote  speaker 
was  Bernice  Goodman,  MSW, 
founder  and  co-chair  of  the 
NASW  National  Task  Force  on 
Gay  Issues. 

In  her  remarks  to  those 
assembled,  Goodman  addressed 
the  need  for  social  work  profes¬ 


sionals  to  employ  a  more  indivi¬ 
dual  and  environmental  approach 
to  gay  issues  instead  of  the  model 
of  sickness,  symptom,  diagnosis, 
and  treatment.  In  order  to  appre¬ 
ciate  and  validate  “centuries  of 
lost  words,  violence,  and 
strength,”  Goodman  called  on 
social  workers  to  “explore,  under¬ 
stand,  and  appreciate  the  gay  and 
lesbian  lifestyle”  before  they 
could  be  of  value  to  their  clients. 

Reactions  to  the  keynote 
address  were  given  by  Dr.  Jean 
Baker  Miller,  MD,  Associate  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Psychiatry  at  Boston 
University  School  of  Medicine, 
and  Joel  Hencken,  Instructor  at 
Leslie  College  and  Clinical  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Homophile  Community 
Health  Service.  Miller  addressed 
her  remarks  to  the  need  for  homo¬ 
sexual  persons  to  stop  internaliz¬ 
ing  societal  attitudes,  saying  that 
“it  is  exactly  that  difference  [in 
being  homosexual]  that  becomes 
valuable  and  creative  in  pointing 
to  what  is  wrong  in  society.” 

The  afternoon  program  con¬ 
sisted  of  clinical  presentations  by 
social  workers  Sally  Ann  Roth 
and  Gary  Drake,  psychiatrist 
George  Fields,  and  clinical  psy¬ 
chologist  Diane  Greene,  who 
addressed  such  issues  as  lesbian 
couples’  counseling,  the  implica¬ 
tions  of  a  client’s  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion,  the  need  for  gay  identity 
development,  and  work  with  les¬ 


bian  mothers  and  their  children. 
Several  small  group  workshops 
followed,  wherein  participants 
discussed  their  interests  and  exper¬ 
iences. 

Hidalgo  seemed  to  capture 
the  spirit  of  the  conference  in  her 
closing  statement,  when  she 
asked,  “How  does  one  sum  up  the 
process  of  two  hundred  people 
and  their  feelings  of  love,  anger, 
conflict,  and  joy?” 

Most  participants  agreed  that 
the  conference  was  a  valuable  first 
step  for  the  social  work  profession 
to  take  and  that  experience  of  the 
conference  needed  to  be  expanded 
to  reach  greater  numbers  of 
human  service  professionals,  a 
goal  to  which  members  of  the 
Mass.  Task  Force  on 
Lesbian/Gay  Issues  are 
committed. 


Bernice  Goodman,  MSW,  keynote 
speaker 
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feminism 
and  pornography 

Dear  People: 

I’m  writing  in  response  to  Satya  Littlebear’s 
questions  about  the  feminist  anti-pornography 
movement  (Community  Voices,  11/3/79). 

1  am  not  at  this  time  a  member  of  Women 
Against  Pornography,  and  do  not  present  myself 
as  a  spokesperson  for  that  or  any  other  organiza¬ 
tion.  1  speak  from  my  own  viewpoint.  I  was 
radicalized  on  this  issue  by  the  W.A.P.  slideshow 
and  by  my  own  experience  of  having  to  walk 
through  the  Combat  Zone  to  and  from  work 
every  day.  I  am  angry  about  violence  against 
women  in  every  form,  and  I  believe  pornography 
serves  as  an  instigator  of  sexual  violence.  I  parti¬ 
cipated  in  the  October  20th  March  on  Times 
Square  sponsored  by  W.A.P. 

I  share  Littlebear’s  reservations  about  state 
interference.  I  was  disturbed  by  the  visibility  of 
the  right-wing  presence  in  the  Times  Square 
march.  W.A.P.  has  taken  pains  in  its  public 
statements  —  and  in  its  choice  of  speakers  for  the 
post-march  rally  in  Bryant  Park  —  to  disassoci¬ 
ate  itself  from  the  reactionary  anti-gay,  anti¬ 
woman,  anti-sex  crusade,  as  well  as  to  distin¬ 
guish  between  erotica  and  pornography  (and  the 
chief  distinction  is  the  presence  or  absence  of 
violence);  despite  this,  the  probability  remains 
that  the  forces  of  repression  will  eagerly  manipu¬ 
late  feminist  opposition  to  pornography  for 
their  own  ends  (I  overheard  a  man  marching  in 
the  Morality  Action  contingent  ask  a  lesbian 
marcher,  “Why  can’t  the  communists  and  the 
fascists  work  together  on  this  one?”).  Women 
speaking  out  against  pornography  are  well  aware 
of  this  danger,  which  is  why,  I  believe,  W.A.P. 
has  not  sponsored  or  endorsed  any  prohibitive 
legislation.  Its  efforts  have  been,  thus  far,  con¬ 
centrated  in  the  area  of  consciousness-raising.  As 
a  lesbian  feminist  against  pornography,  I  hope  to 
work  not  for  more  repressive  laws,  but  to  alter 
the  consciousness  of  women  and  men  to  create 
an  atmosphere  in  which  the  pictorial  exaltation 
of  male  dominance  —  as  well  as  women-hatred 
in  all  its  expressions  —  is  no  longer  acceptable. 

As  for  Littlebear’s  chief  fear:  no  feminist 
group  has,  to  my  knowledge,  targeted  gay  male 
pornography.  I  would  not  presume  to  judge  that 
particular  genre,  having  seen  very  little  of  it;  I 
would  hope  that  most  of  it  is,  like  all  good 
erotica,  an  expression  of  mutual  respect  and  joy. 

In  struggle, 

Mary  Burns 
Somerville,  MA 

the  election 

To  the  Editor: 

Prior  to  the  primary  for  this  year’s  city-wide 
elections  the  Gay  Community  News  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Massachusetts  Gay  Political  Caucus 
offered  declared  candidates  the  option  to  dia¬ 
logue  with  the  gay  voters  of  Boston  in  the  form 
of  a  questionnaire.  Based  on  their  responses, 
Kevin  White,  the  incumbent  mayor,  two  incum¬ 
bents  of  the  City  Council,  Chris  Iannella  and 
Larry  DiCara;  three  new  contenders,  John  Sears, 
Barbara  Ware  and  Steve  Farrell;  and  School 
Committee  candidates  O’Bryant  and  Maguire 
received  ratings  of  “supportive.”  These  are  men 
and  women  whose  gaining  or  being  maintained 
in  public  office  would  be  advantageous  to  the 
gay  community. 

There  is  a  great  deal  more  to  be  done  to  further 
the  quality  and  dynamics  of  this  dialogue.  In 
these  last  few  days  the  pace  quickens  and  the 
load  becomes  heavier.  Our  candidates  need  our 
help  on  the  telephones,  leafletting  and  at  the 
polls. 

I  have  made  a  commitment  to  assist  John 
Sears  at  the  polls  on  election  day  (which  I  admit 
is  little  enough)  and  more  hands  and  feet  would 
be  appreciated.  And  so  it  must  be  with  other  can¬ 
didates. 

If  each  of  us  can  reach  one  more  vote,  bring 
one  more  pair  of  hands  to  this  effort  and  add  one 
more  voice  to  our  political  dialogue,  our  efforts 
will  reward  our  gay  brothers  and  sisters,  the  can¬ 
didates  who  pledge  to  represent  us,  and,  in  the 
final  tally,  the  gay  community  of  Boston. 

David  B.  O’Connor 
Boston,  MA 

the  gospel  hour 

Gentlepeople, 

I  just  received  the  October  20th  issue  and  saw 
the  letter  from  Jerry  Falwell.  I  never  expected  to 
see  such  good  news  from  the  likes  of  him.  I  sin¬ 
cerely  hope  that  “GCN  edit.”  encouraged  him  to 
drop  his  television  program.  That  step  would  go 
a  long  way  in  “saving  America.”  Does  “GCN 
edit.”  have  any  influence  with  Pat  Robertson, 
James  Robinson,  et  al.  ad  nauseam? 

Yours  truly, 

Ernie  Brennaman 
Amarillo,  TX 


love  and  the  march 

It  was  September  of  1971  when  John  and  I 
first  met.  He  was  a  young  recruit  just  out  of 
college;  I  was  a  college  drop-out,  drafted  on  my 
21st  birthday.  We  quickly  became  friends  and 
barracks  mates  at  Ft.  Polk,  La.,  where  we  spent 
6  months  in  Basic  and  Advanced  Training.  We 
shared  letters,  “care  packages”  from  home, 
went  to  Barbara  Streisand  movies  at  Leesburg 
(while  our  buddies  went  to  the  infamous  whore¬ 
houses  in  Shrevesport),  and  suffered  through  the 
agony  and  degradation  of  Army  indoctrination 
together.  We  even  had  picnics  and  private  jaunts 
to  the  woods  to  read  poetry  or  write. 

John  was  my  friend,  my  only  friend,  during 
that  period.  We  separated  after  Advanced  Train¬ 
ing.  John  was  assigned  to  a  post  in  Texas;  I  had 
orders  for  San  Francisco.  In  our  time  together, 
and  the  letters  that  followed  over  the  years,  I 
never  came  out  to  him.  Eventually,  with  this 
secret  a  barrier  between  us,  we  lost  contact.  I 
often  thought  of  John  and  what  his  friendship 
meant  to  me,  always  regretting  that  I  had  not 
taken  the  risk  and  opened  up. 

My  chance  to  renew  this  friendship  occured  at 
an  unexpected  reunion  on  October  14,  1979  at 
the  Washington  Mall.  There,  at  the  first  National 
March  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  I  spotted  my 
friend.  After  eight  years  we  were  at  last  able  to 
embrace  and  verbalize  the  true  feelings  which 
had  been  withheld  those  many  years.  At  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  gay  love  and  rally  for  human  rights, 
John  and  I  could  at  last  acknowledge  the  fullness 
of  our  friendship  without  fear  of  reprisal.  This 
reunion  shall  remain  a  highlight  of  my  March  on 
Washington.  Never  again  shall  I  let  fear  jeopar¬ 
dize  another  friendship. 

Bob  Andrews 
Boston,  MA 

on  marshalls 

Community  Voices, 

I  marched  in  Washington  in  dyke  pride. 

I  was  infuriated  seeing  a  straight  man  from  my 
office  marshalling  the  dyke  and  faggot  crowd. 
This  ‘privileged’  boy  —  straight,  white,  young, 
employed,  Christian  —  explained  his  absence  at 
the  office  by  saying  he  was  going  to  “a  women’s 
march  or  something.”  This  toad  was  “worried” 
that  someone  at  the  office  would  think  he  was 
“one  of  those.  ” 

It  appalls  and  disgusts  me  that  dykes  and 
faggots  are  being  embraced  and  used  by  cretins, 
such  as  this  boy,  to  satisfy  a  pseudo-hippie 
hobby:  scampering  around  attempting  to 
conquer  and  collect  yet  another  movement  in  a 
quest  for  “oneness  and  brotherhood.”  I  have  no 
desire  to  join  ranks  with  this  boy  and  his  cohorts. 

I  loath  him  and  his  kind  for  attempting  to  pass 
as  one  of  us  at  the  march  but  not  at  home.  I  am 
seething  at  his  arrogance  and  dishonesty  as  he 
strutted  around  wearing  the  marshall’s  lavender 
banner  that  gave  him  power  and  authority  which 
by  right,  not  history,  was  ours  in  Washington. 

I  feel  violated.  Never  again! 

Separate  and  more  than  equal, 

Susan  Greenwood 
Norwich,  CT 

on  the  ballot 

To  the  Editors: 

I  must  disagree  to  some  extent  with  Thomas  K. 
Flynn’s  letter  this  week  though  I  understand 
what  he  is  saying.  I  agree  with  his  observations 
about  Elaine  Noble,  but  she  is  by  no  means  any 
good  reason  not  to  support  Kevin  White.  Mayor 
White  has  had  his  share  of  bad  decisions  and  per¬ 
haps  hiring  Noble  was  one  of  them  (I  think  so, 
anyway).  But  if  we  compare  him  to  Senator  Tim- 
ilty,  who  has  been  running  for  public  office  for 
nearly  as  long  yet  has  a  truly  mediocre  legislative 
record,  we  would  have  to  conclude  that  the 
incumbent  is  eminently  preferable.  Mayor  White 
deserves  re-election,  and  that  is  how  I  feel.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  there  is  no  place  on  the  ballot  for  a 
voter  to  indicate  his  or  her  reasons  for  voting  for 
a  particular  candidate. 

Harvey  Petrine 
Boston,  MA 

politics 

Dear  GCN, 

I  have  decided  to  vote  for  Joe  Timilty  for 
Mayor.  I  made  up  my  mind  by  comparing  Kevin 
White’s  treatment  of  his  two  openly  gay  aides. 

Elaine  Noble:  makes  $30,000,  campaigns  day 
and  night  for  White.  As  a  letter  this  week  noted, 
she  also  supported  Byrne,  Langone,  and  Ed 
King. 

Robin  MacCormack:  makes  $14,000,  has  not 
been  using  city  time  to  campaign.  Kicked  out  of 
his  office  into  a  phoneless  room  on  Tremont 
Street  when  he  displayed  independence.  Ap¬ 
pointed  in  an  election  year. 

I  believe  this  comparison  shows  where  Kevin 
White’s  true  motives  lie. 


numbers 

I  kept  calling  it  a  parade  and  John  kept  cor¬ 
recting  me.  “It’s  not  a  parade,”  he  would  say 
seriously,  “It’s  a  march.  A  MARCH.”  But  I 
kept  thinking  of  it  as  a  parade  and  every  time  I 
let  slip  that  frivolous  term  he  picked  me  up  on  it, 
until  it  became  a  kind  of  joke  and  his  seriousness 
became  mock  seriousness.  Kitty  said  she  didn’t 
care  what  it  was  called  as  long  as  the  buses 
weren’t  yellow.  “Cause  if  the  buses  are  yellow,” 
she  declared,  “I’m  writing  off  my  $35  as  a  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  cause  and  going  home  to  bed. 
I’m  too  old  to  ride  to  Washington  and  back  in  a 
school  bus.”  On  that  we  were  all  agreed.  But  the 
buses  in  Copley  Square  turned  out  to  be  big, 
comfortable  Plymouth  and  Brockton  coaches 
which  —  but  to  get  back  to  my  thinking  of  the 
October  14th  National  March  on  Washington  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  as  a  parade. 

It  was  indicative.  Indicative  of  many  things, 
not  the  least  of  which  was  a  warm  and  pleasant 
sensation  of  nostalgia  that  the  thought  of  the 
whole  thing  gave  me.  To  be  going  to  Washington 
again.  In  the  Fall.  To  protest.  To  parade.  My  last 
Washington  march  (definitely  a  MARCH)  had 
been  almost  exactly  ten  years  before  when  I  had 
driven  down  to  Washington  from  Hanover  in  an 
unheated  and  dangerous  Studebaker  with  six 
friends  to  attend  the  November  16th  Moratorium 
on  the  war  in  Viet  Nam. 

It  was  also  indicative  of  my  reason  for  going  to 
Washington.  Numbers.  Simple  enough,  really. 
When  I  first  heard  about  the  march  on  Washing¬ 
ton  I  thought  NUMBERS.  America  needs  to  see 
how  many  we  are.  America  needs  to  see  tens  of 
thousands  of  fags  and  dykes  walking,  strolling, 
innocently  parading  down  Pennsylvania  Avenue. 
America  needs  to  see  how  normal  and  familiar 
we  are  —  children  to  parents,  friends  to  friends, 
workers  to  employers  and,  yes,  voters  to 
politicians.  But  nothing  violent,  nothing  threat¬ 
ening.  No  marching.  Just  a  great,  big,  happy  gay 
4th  of  July-type  parade.  Numbers,  I  thought. 

And  believing  in  the  importance  of  numbers  I 
realized  I  had  to  go.  To  add  to  the  numbers.  To 
help  make,  the  point  once  more  that  any  demo¬ 
cracy  that  actively  discriminates  against  a  large 
percentage  of  its  population  is  a  self-destructive 
society.  To  participate  in  an  event  of  such  pro¬ 
portions  that  when  it  appeared  on  the  7  o’clock 
news  narrated  by  Walter  Cronkite,  when  it 
showed  up  as  Time  magazine’s  cover  story  and 
was  reported  on  the  front  pages  of  newspapers  in 
Miami  and  St.  Paul,  Topeka  and  Eugene,  Amer¬ 
ica  would  not  be  able  to  ignore  our  numbers. 
That’s  what  I  thought  was  important. 

Boy  was  I  naive.  Because  as  you  know  by  now 
(or  rather,  how  could  you  possibly  know?)  the 
October  14th  National  March  on  Washington  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  was  spectacularly  at¬ 
tended  by  100,000  or  more  faggots  and  dykes 
(roughly  1  for  every  200  of  us  in  the  country)  ahd 
it  has  gone  almost  totally  unreported  in  the 
national  straight  media.  And  I  have  come  away 
from  the  experience  with  a  disconcerting  feeling 
of  paranoia  which  is  entirely  new  to  me. 

Well,  not  entirely  new.  I  have  been  having  a 
somewhat  similar  feeling  recently.  I  drive  a 
Honda  Civic  and  soon  after  getting  the  car  I  dis¬ 
covered  that  it  did  not  weigh  enough  to  set  off 
traffic  lights  that  work  by  a  weight  mechanism 
under  the  pavement.  This  was  no  problem  in 
Provincetown  in  the  summer  because  I  was 
almost  never  at  an  intersection  alone,  and  if  I 
was  I  never  had  long  to  wait  for  someone  in  a 
bigger  car  to  come  along  and  trigger  the  lights. 
But  now  that  the  season  is  over  and  the  tourists 
gone,  I  often  sit  alone  at  intersections  completely 
incapable  of  turning  red  light  to  green.  The  same 
feeling  of  paranoia  begins  to  creep  over  me  — 
but  rather  than  give  in  to  it  I  have  come  to  terms 
with  being  a  committer  of  petty  traffic  viola¬ 
tions.  After  looking  both  ways  I  drive  right  on 
through  the  red  light,  and  look  forward  to  the 
day  when  the  DPW  will  install  more  sensitive 
traffic  lights. 

Besides  this  vague  feeling  of  paranoia  the  non¬ 
reporting  of  the  October  14th  March  has  left  me 
with  many  questions.  Who  is  responsible  for  it, 
and  hence  the  negation  of  the  national  impact  of 
all  my  numbers?  Why  wasn’t  the  media  more 
sensitive?  How  much  more  weight  must  we 
gather  to  be  effective?  And  until  our  civil  rights 
are  recognized  what  laws  will  we  have  to  break  in 
order  to  exercise  them? 

It  has  occured  to  me  that  the  media,  aware  too 
late  of  the  homophobia  they  have  encouraged  in 
their  over-exposure  of  Anita  Bryant,  has  decided 
to  play  a  less  exacerbating  role  in  the  struggle  for 
gay  civil  rights.  This  impulse,  if  judiciously  prac¬ 
ticed,  could  well  prove  constructive.  But  if  the 
non-reporting  of  the  October  14th  March  is 
indeed  an  example  of  some  such  new  approach 
then  it  has  been  sadly  misapplied.  For  numbers 
are  important,  and  on  Sunday,  October  14th, 
1979,  100,000  gay  men  and  women  from  all  over 
the  United  States  paraded  in  the  streets  of 
Washington. 

And  America  was  not  told.  America  did  not 
see  us.  America  did  not  feel  our  weight. 

Richard  Sawyer 
Provincetown,  MA 


D.  M.  Silva 
Boston,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices”.  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices  GCN  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  ’ 
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-Speaking  Out 

The  Gay  Community  and  the  City  of  Boston: 
Notes  for  a  Programmatic  Approach 


By  Susan  Rosen 

Executive  Director,  Homophile  Community  Health  Service 

The  following  are  notes  on  subjects  which  need  discussion  in  developing  a  program¬ 
matic  approach  to  the  City’s  role  in  serving  the  lesbian  and  gay  minority.  The  emphasis  is 
on  social  service  needs,  as  these  notes  are  prepared  by  a  service  provider.  Other  needs,  for 
example,  those  of  gay  businesspeople,  are  not  addressed  but  should  be  assessed  by  the 
people  who  are  most  concerned  and  knowledgeable  in  that  area.  This  outline  also  focuses 
on  those  services  which  the  City,  with  its  resources,  can  most  suitably  support  or  provide. 
We  know  that  the  resources  of  urban  government  are  limited,  and  that  it  makes  sense  to 
emphasize  areas  where  the  City  already  concentrates  its  energies. 

These  notes  were  presented  at  a  meeting  between  Boston  Mayor  Kevin  White  and 
members  of  the  gay  activist  community  at  the  Parkman  House  on  Wednesday,  October  24, 
1979. 

1 .  The  Concept  of  a  Special  Needs  Minority 

A  programmatic  approach  to  services  for  gay  residents  of  Boston  must  be  undergirded 
by  an  awareness  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  constitute  a  special  needs  minority  which  has 
long  been  unserved,  underserved,  or  inappropriately  served  by  the  City’s  institutions, 
including  medical  and  mental  health  services,  alcoholism  and  drug  treatment  services,  the 
educational  system,  and  the  police/ court/prison  system. 

As  10%  of  voters  and  taxpayers,  gay  people  provide  dollars  and  political  support  to  all 
these  institutions.  Consequently,  lesbians  and  gay  residents  are  entitled  to  appropriate  and 
empathetic  treatment,  and  informed  and  unbiased  services  in  every  City  institution. 

Appropriate  and  empathetic  treatment  involves  recognition  of  the  specialized  service 
needs  of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  some  of  which  are  outlined  below. 

2.  Identifying  Specialized  Service  Needs 

Several  areas  stand  out  as  of  particular  concern  to  gay  clients  of  the  City’s  systems. 
Some  are  identified  with  particular  problems  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  face  as  a  result  of 
discrimination  and  oppression.  Other  special  needs  have  developed  because  of  the 
inadequate  response  made  by  most  service  institutions  to  the  needs  of  gay  clients. 

a.  Mental  Health  Services.  Gay  people  have  historically  received  biased  or  ill-informed 
treatment  in  the  mental  health  system.  Though  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  no  greater  need 
for  mental  health  services  than  any  other  group  in  the  population,  those  who  have  used  the 
system  have  often  found  conventional  providers  poorly  equipped  to  meet  their  needs. 
These  providers  have  often  focused  on  the  client’s  homosexuality  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
real  treatment  of  issues;  or  the  provider  has  avoided  discussing  issues  the  client  brings 
which  relate  to  gay  identity.  As  a  result,  many  gay  people  have  become  suspicious  of  the 
system,  and  may  avoid  problems  until  they  have  to  be  treated  in  the  Emergency  Room  or  in 
an  inpatient  setting. 

Though  the  City  provides  relatively  few  mental  health  services,  these  services, 
especially  those  offered  at  Boston  City  Hospital,  often  reach  the  most  vulnerable  clients. 
They  should  be, offered  in  a  manner  that  is  sensitive,  informed,  and  comfortable  for  the 
client  and  the  provider.  This  is  not  currently  the  case. 

b.  Medical  Services.  The  special  needs  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  go  beyond  a  need  for  STD 
(sexually  transmitted  disease)  services,  which  are  provided  in  many  locations,  to  a  need  for 
a  more  empathetic  and  aware  attitude  on  the  part  of  medical  providers.  Visiting  policies  in 
the  City  Hospital,  inclusion  of  the  gay  person’s  partner  in  after  care  planning,  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  an  appropriate  format  for  taking  a  sociosexual  history,  and  provision  of  sensitive 
gynecological  services  for  lesbians  are  areas  which  need  examining  so  that  medical  services 
can  be  provided  in  a  manner  which  recognizes  the  way  gay  people  live.  Providers  in  City 
services  have  far  to  go  in  this  area. 

c.  Alcohol  and  Drug  Treatment.  Alcoholism  is  a  grave  problem  in  the  gay  community, 
affecting  20-30%  of  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Polydrug  abuse  is  also  of  concern.  Many  gay 
people  are  uncomfortable,  or  made  to  feel  so,  in  residential  and  outpatient  alcoholism  and 
drug  treatment  settings  where  group  treatment  requires  that  they  share  information  about 
their  lives  with  other  patients.  This  issue  has  been  recognized  by  the  City’s  substance  abuse 
(alcohol  and  drug)  program  but  never  addressed. 

d.  Education  and  Youth  Services.  Most  gay  people  recognize  their  orientation  by  the  end 
of  adolescence.  Crisis  over  sexual  identity,  including  conflict  with  family,  church  and 
community,  is  a  reality  for  10%  of  adolescents  in  the  City’s  school  system.  Support  for 
these  young  people  should  be  available  from  teachers,  guidance  personnel  and  administra¬ 
tors  within  the  school,  and  from  youth  and  community  workers  outside  it.  The  develop¬ 
ment  of  healthy  identity  should  be  supported  by  the  inclusion  of  appropriate  materials  in 
the  science,  social  studies  and  health  education  curricula.  This  is  not  currently  happening. 

e.  The  Police/Justice  System.  A  double  standard  of  law  enforcement  has  made  many  gay 
people  into  victims,  rather  than  beneficiaries  of  the  police,  court  and  criminal  justice 
system.  The  police  need  encouragement  in  providing  protection  to  gay  people  on  the 
streets,  and  should  be  discouraged  from  harassing  and  brutalizing  gay  men.  Treatment  of 
gay  prisoners  in  City  jails  needs  to  be  addressed  as  well. 

3.  Meeting  the  Specialized  Service  Needs 

The  specialized  service  needs  of  gay  residents  of  Boston  should  routinely  be  met 
within  the  City’s  institutions.  Since  this  is  not  currently  the  case,  two  channels  exist  for  up¬ 
grading  services  to  the  gay  community.  One  involves  providing  political  and  fiscal  support 
to  gay-oriented  community  service  institutions  which  are  already  meeting  the  needs  of  the 
City’s  gay  community.  These  institutions  should  be  recognized  as  the  standard-setters  in 
serving  gay  people.  They  can  be  assisted  in  doing  their  job  at  a  minimal  cost  to  the  City. 
The  City  can  provide  support  to  these  service  organizations  as  follows, 

a.  Providing  Clinic/Community  Services  Space.  There  is  need  for  a  low-cost/no-cost  space 
in  which  current  clinical  services  to  the  gay  community  could  relocate.  The  space  would  be 
large  enough  (6,000-10,000  square  feet)  to  house  mental  health,  alcoholism  treatment  and 
(perhaps)  general  medical  services;  to  provide  space  for  expansion  of  these  services  and  the 
addition  of  their  programs  (psychiatric  emergency,  vocational  counseling,  drug  treatment, 
etc.)  and  to  permit  the  use  of  extra  space  by  social  and  peer  support  groups  in  the 
community.  The  space  should  be  donated  by  the  City  or  leased  at  rock-bottom  cost;  it 
should  be  located  in  an  easily  accessible,  safe  area  where  gay  people  can  go  without  fear  of 


harassment;  it  should  be  in  suitable  condition  for  occupancy  or,  if  major  renovations  are 
needed,  the  City  should  stand  prepared  to  assist  the  clinical  services  in  finding  support  for 
underwriting  the  costs.  To  safeguard  the  investment  by  both  the  City  and  the  community, 
the  space  should  be  managed  by  an  existing  community  institution  with  an  income  and  a 
staff. 

b.  Providing  CETA  positions.  Gay  community  institutions  such  as  the  Homophile  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Service  and  the  Gay  Health  Collective/Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
are  suitable  training  sites  for  CETA  employees.  These  services  should  have  priority  in  the 
assignment  of  new  CETA  positions  to  non-profit  agencies  in  the  City. 

c.  Technical  Assistance.  Service  institutions  in  the  gay  community  are  often  unprepared  to 
meet  their  own  technical  assistance  needs  because  of  limited  funds  and  experience. 
Specialists  on  the  City  payroll  should  be  made  available  to  provide  training  and  assistance 
in  such  technical  areas  as  accounting,  Federal  grant  applications,  etc. 

d.  Political  Support  on  State  and  Federal  Levels.  Major  funding  for  gay  community 
services  must  come  from  State  and  Federal  sources.  The  City,  however,  can  provide  politi¬ 
cal  support  to  medical,  mental  health  and  other  providers  seeking  State  and  Federal  grants 
and  vendor  contracts.  The  City,  too,  should  support  the  inclusion  of  gays  as  a  special  needs 
minority  in  the  upcoming  (1981)  revision  of  the  State’s  Mental  Health  and  Health  Plans,  a 
key  to  successful  Federal  grants  applications. 

e.  Direct  Funding.  The  City  currently  supports  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 
housing  the  Gay  Health  Collective,  with  $25,000  annually,  half  of  a  matching  grant,  the 
other  half  of  which  is  provided  by  Deaconess  Hospital.  Two  thirds  of  the  patient  visits  at 
the  Fenway  are  made  by  gay  people;  thus  the  City  provides  direct  support  to  gay-oriented 
medical  services.  This  support  should  be  continued  and  increased. 

A  similar  commitment  of  financial  support  and  assistance  in  finding  matching  funds 
should  be  made  by  the  City  to  help  underwrite  the  costs  of  the  mental  health  and 
alcoholism  treatment  now  being  provided  to  gay  residents  of  Boston  by  the  Homophile 
Community  Health  Service.  In  existence  since  1971,  HCHS  will  provide  approximately 
6,500  psychotherapy  visits  to  moderate  and  low-income  Boston  residents  this  year.  HCHS 
has  never  received  any  City  funds,  though  the  City  has  recognized,  at  least  in  the  area  of 
substance  abuse,  the  need  for  specialized  services  to  the  gay  community  (“An  Assessment 
of  Substance  Abuse  Related  Needs,”  1978,  Mayor’s  Coordinating  Council  on  Substance 
Abuse). 

As  other  services  develop  to  meet  the  special  needs  of  gay  residents,  the  City  should 
make  available  direct  and  indirect  support  consonant  with  available  resources  and  in  parity 
with  support  for  non-gay  private  institutions. 

Another  channel  for  upgrading  services  to  gay  people  is  training  City  employees  to  be 
sensitive  to  the  special  needs  of  the  gay  minority.  Most  services  needed  by  gay  people 
cannot  be  met  by  the  gay  community.  Education  and  police  services,  and  most  medical  and 
mental  health  services  will  continue  to  be  provided  to  the  bulk  of  lesbian  and  gay  residents 
of  Boston  by  non-gay  tax-supported  institutions.  Providers  in  these  institutions  therefore 
need  to  be  sensitized  to  the  needs  of  Boston’s  gay  adults,  adolescents  and  their  families  in 
order  to  provide  more  adequately  for  their  needs  and  to  eliminate  bias  in  the  system. 

Historically,  “sensitivity  training”  or  other  forms  of  inservice  education  have  had  an 
impact  on  improving  the  quality  of  services  available  for  minorities.  Training  is  effective  in 
part  because  it  conveys  information  which  is  needed  to  offer  appropriate  and  empathetic 
services,  but  also,  perhaps  more  important,  because  it  conveys  to  employees  of  the  system 
the  seriousness  with  which  minority  needs  are  regarded  by  the  political  leadership  and  top 
administrators. 

In  this  light,  the  City  can  and  should  work  with  gay  professionals  in  health,  education, 
criminal  justice  and  mental  health  to  develop  education  programs  for  City  workers  and 
administrators  who  serve  the  gay  minority  every  day.  The  population  targeted  for  these 
training  programs  would  include  teachers,  guidance  personnel,  and  administrators  in  the 
City’s  schools;  police,  court  officers  and  others  in  the  criminal  justice  system;  youth  and 
community  workers;  and  medical  and  mental  health  providers  employed  in  the  City’s 
health  system. 

4.  Implementing  a  Programmatic  Approach 

To  implement  a  programmatic  approach  to  upgrading  the  services  available  to  gay 
residents  of  Boston,  several  structures  need  to  be  in  place. 

a.  Liaison  and  Citizen  Input.  A  structure  is  needed  for  citizen  input  into  decision-making 
about  services  which  meet  needs  in  the  gay  community.  The  presence  of  gay  residents  on 
City  advisory  councils,  the  continuance  of  some  form  of  liaison  position  or  positions  in  the 
Mayor’s  office,  and  expanded  access  of  citizen  groups  to  policymakers  is  needed  to  ensure 
that  changes  are  made  planfully  and  that  commitments  are  kept. 

b.  Implementation  of  the  Mayor’s  Executive  Order.  In  upgrading  services  to  gay  residents, 
the  City  should  tap  gay  employees  already  in  the  system  for  their  expertise  and  the  support 
they  can  offer  heterosexual  colleagues.  To  this  end,  gay  employees  must  be  made 
comfortable  in  identifying  themselves  within  their  departments.  Closeted  workers  should 
be  reassured  of  their  safety  in  coming  out  under  the  protection  of  the  Mayor’s  Executive 
Order.  This  would  be  a  major  step  in  ensuring  empathetic  services  for  gay  residents  in  the 
City,  as  well  as  a  meaningful  response  to  historic  discrimination. 

c.  Publicity  and  Outreach  to  the  Gay  Community.  It  would  be  futile  to  attempt  to  improve 
the  quality  of  tax-supported  services  available  to  the  gay  community  without  informing  the 
community  of  the  services  which  exist  for  its  use.  Gay  people  —  like  many  others  —  are 
often  inadequately  informed  of  City  services.  In  addition,  many  lesbians  and  gay  men  shv 
from  utilizing  publicly  supported  services  in  fear  of  discrimination.  Adequate  publicity 
in  both  gay  and  mass  media  regarding  the  City’s  commitment  to  gay  citizens  will  counter 
negative  impressions  and  make  clear  that  City  services  are  for  everybody. 

There  are  undoubtedly  many  other  areas  which  could  be  touched  upon  in  outlining  a 
programmatic  approach  to  meeting  the  needs  of  Boston’s  lesbian  and  gay  residents.  Dis¬ 
cussion  should  continue  so  that  the  needs  of  these  citizens  and  voters  can  be  further  defined 
and  provided  for. 

©  1979  Susan  Rosen 


Distribution  Manager 

GCN  needs  someone  to  join  our 
distribution  team  (for  our  local 
distribution  route).  This  is  a  part- 
time  position.  Contact  Richard 
Burns  at  426-4469.  You’ll  need 
transportation. _ 


STUDENTS 

Each  semester  GCN  takes  on  several 
student  interns  in  the  news,  fea¬ 
tures,  and  art  departments.  If  you 
are  interested  in  such  a  position  for 
either  the  month  of  January  or  for 
the  spring  semester,  contact  us  now- 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Bar  Employees  Hear 
About  Alcohol  Abuse 


By  Dick  Bowring 

BOSTON,  MA  —  It  turns  out 
that  Washington  was  not  the  only 
place  where  a  gay  precedent  was 
set  Oct.  14.  While  hundreds  of 
Boston  lesbians  and  gay  men  were 
marching  and  taking  part  in  the 
rally,  some  who  stayed  behind 
were  participating  in  a  different 
kind  of  consciousness-raising 
event  at  The  Bar  on  Boylston  St. 

“I  couldn’t  go,”  said  The  Bar’s 
owner-manager,  Gary  Dotterman, 
‘‘and  neither  could  many  of  my 
employees.  But  we  wanted  to  be  in 
on  the  action  and  do  something  of 
our  own  for  the  gay  community.” 

With  help  from  Robert 
Connolly,  director  of  Boston’s 
Homophile  Alcohol  Treatment 
Service,  Dotterman  arranged  an 
in-service  training  day  on  alcohol 
abuse  and  addiction  for  The  Bar’s 
management  and  staff.  Connolly 
showed  two  films,  “Chalk  Talk” 
by  Father  Martin  and  another  en¬ 
titled  “Gay,  Proud  and  Sober.” 
Afterwards  there  were  several 
hours  of  information-sharing  and 
discussion,  including  ideas  about 
how  the  bar  industry  can  provide 
support  and  financial  assistance  to 
local  alcohol  treatment  programs. 

Though  their  involvement  has 
been  different,  both  Dotterman 
and  Connolly  have  had  several 
years’  experience  in  the  field  — 
Connolly  as  an  alcohol  and  drug 
rehabilitation  specialist,  and 
Dotterman  as  a  bartender, 
manager  and  bar  owner. 


Gary  Dotterman,  owner/ manager 
of  The  Bar 


“When  you  consider  that  alco¬ 
hol  dependency  is  the  leading 
health  problem  of  gay  people,” 
Dotterman  said,  “I  think  it’s  the 
most  important  thing  a  bar  can  do 
right  now  for  gay  liberation.  Be¬ 
cause  it  is  the  number  one  health 
problem  and  because  so  many  ac¬ 
tivities  revolve  around  drinking 
and  the  gay  bars,  I  would  like  to 
see  a  similar  program  taken  into 
every  barroom  in  the  city.” 

Dotterman  emphasizes  that  the 
purpose  “is  not  to  funnel  hun¬ 
dreds  of  gay  people  into  alcohol 
treatment  programs,  or  for  us  to 
start  being  alcoholism  counselors 
ourselves.  The  important  thing  as 
I  see  it  is  to  start  sensitizing  people 
within  the  industry  to  the  prob¬ 
lem.  Beyond  being  a  center  for 
socializing  and  recreation,  gay 
bars  are  a  $4  billion  a  year  indus¬ 
try.  Every  week  at  The  Bar  we  see 
anywhere  from  4  to  6,000  people. 
Out  of  that  number,  if  you’re 
dealing  with  1 ,000  people,  you  can 
be  certain  at  least  100  of  them  are 
having  a  problem  with  their 
drinking.” 

Not  only  does  he  believe  alcohol 
abuse  and  alcoholism  is  a  far 
greater  problem  among  gay 
people  than  in  the  community  at 
large,  he  also  sees  a  general  unwill¬ 
ingness  on  the  part  of  the  gay 
community  to  face  up  to  the  issue 
and  concede  that  it  is  indeed  a 
priority.  Nor  does  he  think  the 
program  is  apt  to  be  bad  for  busi¬ 
ness.  On  the  contrary,  he  says,  “I 
think  it’s  good  for  my  business. 
Let’s  face  it,  active  alcoholics  are 
not  good  customers.  But  I  person¬ 
ally  think  that  many  more  people, 
including  alcoholics,  can  go  to 
bars  and  have  just  as  good  a  time 
without  having  to  have  a  highball 
in  their  hand.” 

“It’s  time  Bob  (Connolly)  and 
the  others  stepped  out  of  the 
office  and  into  the  streets,  and  for 
people  in  the  industry  to  step  out 


Groups  Search  for  Building 


Robert  Connolly,  director  of  the 
Homophile  Alcohol  Treatment 
Service 

from  behind  the  bar  and  get 
behind  a  community-wide  educa¬ 
tional  effort.  This  is  the  type  of 
thing  that  ought  to  be  coming  out 
of  the  bar  community,  as  I  see  it. 
And  I  think  every  bar  manager  or 
owner  who  cares  will  insist  on  a  ' 
program  like  this  being  brought 
into  their  bar. 

“I’d  definitely  like  to  see  them 
get  together  and  do  it  jointly  or,  if 
not  that,  then  individually.  But  as 
I  say,  I  think  it’s  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  thing  the  bar  industry  can  be 
doing  for  the  gay  community  at 
this  time.” 

Isobutyl 

Controlled 

Continued  from  Page  3 
Great  Lakes  Products  consider  the 
recent  action  by  the  state  of  Mass¬ 
achusetts  to  place  our  product, 
Hardware  liquid  aroma,  on  its  list 
of  controlled  substances  unwar¬ 
ranted  and  unnecessary.  We  find 
it  difficult  to  envision  any  product 
with  a  -better  record  of  public 
safety.  We  have  been  in  contact 
with  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Public  Health  with 
the  intention  of  presenting  the 
state  with  the  results  of  extensive 
and  expert  research  that  shows 
conclusively  that  these  products 
are  virtually  harmless.  Our  hope  is 
that  the  state  of  Massachusetts 
will  re-evaluate  its  position.” 


By  Nancy  Walker 

BOSTON,  MA  —  Mayor  Kevin 
White  has  directed  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Real  Property  for  the 
City  of  Boston,  Joanne  (Joey) 
Prevost,  to  aid  members  of  the 
gay  community  in  a  search  for  a 
building  that  would  be  suitable  for 
housing  gay  health  services. 
Accordingly,  on  Monday,  Oct. 
29,  an  ad  hoc  committee  com¬ 
posed  of  Robin  MacCormack, 
Elaine  Noble,  Ron  Vachon,  Sue 
Rosen,  Marty  Stearns,  Michael 
Campbell,  David  Brill, 

Linda  Carford,  and 

David  Gearhardt  met  with  Com¬ 
missioner  Prevost  to  set  the  search 
in  motion. 

Linda  Carford  told  GCN  that 
Mayor  White  had  agreed  a  long 
time  ago,  in  response  to  a  ques¬ 
tionnaire  sent  him  jointly  by  GCN 
and  the  Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay 
Legislation,  that  he  would  help 
the  gay  community  rent  or  buy  a 
city-owned  building.  The  mayor 
claimed  that  no  one  from  the 
community  had  followed  up  on 
his  offer. 

After  a  meeting  on  Wednesday, 
Oct.  23  at  the  Parkman  House, 
between  the  mayor  and  about  65 
gays  (primarily  business  and 
health  service  people),  Linda 
Carford  and  Elaine  Noble 
decided  to  take  action  on  the 
building  question,  and  initiated 
the  search  committee. 

According  to  Noble,  Gear¬ 
hardt,  and  Carford,  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center 
(FCHC)  and  the  Homophile 
Community  Health  Service 
(HCHS)  were  chosen  as  the  pri¬ 
mary  tenants  of  the  building  be¬ 
cause  they  have  “proven  good 
track  records”  in  both  the  gay  and 
the  straight  communities,  and 
HCHS  has  tax  exempt  status. 

Gearhardt  said  that  HCHS  cur¬ 
rently  has  a  two-month  waiting 
period  before  they  can  see  new 
clients  because  lack  of  space 
prevents  them  from  taking  on 
more  clinicians.  “It’s  a  ‘Catch  22’ 
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situation,”  he  stated.  “If  they  had 
more  space  and  could  accept  new 
clinicians,  they  could  get  federal 
funding  to  pay  the  salaries.” 
FCHC  has  a  similar  need  for 
expansion  space.  Both  organiza¬ 
tions  could  use  double  what  they 
have  at  present. 

The  committee  is  looking  for  a 
building  with  10,000  square  feet 
of  space,  in  an  area  that  will  be 
both  safe  and  accessible,  near 
public  transportation  and  with 
sufficient  parking  space  available. 
Possible  locations  are  downtown 
Boston  from  Chinatown  to  the 
West  End,  the  Back  Bay,  the 
Fenway,  Kenmore  Square,  and 
the  South  End. 

Commissioner  Prevost  will  go 
through  the  list  of  buildings  the 
city  has  acquired  through  tax  de¬ 
faults,  and  inform  the  committee 
of  the  buildings  that  seem  to  fit 
their  requirements.  Then  an  archi¬ 
tect,  an  electrician,  a  heating  engi¬ 
neer  and  a  plumber  (all  of  whom 
are  donating  their  consultation 
services)  will  accompany  members 
of  the  committee  and  make  an 
assessment  of  what  it  will  cost,  in 
their  respective  areas,  to  put  the 
building  in  operative  condition. 

Carford,  Gearhardt  and  Noble 
have  already  formed  a  finance 
committee  whose  goal  is  to  raise 
$10,000  as  rapidly  as  possible  in 
order  to  purchase  the  building. 
Once  an  appropriate  building  has 
been  located,  and  the  committee 
has  signed  for  it,  the  city  must  be 
paid  in  full  within  21  days. 

According  to  David  Gearhardt, 
the  money  for  the  building  will  be 
collected  under  the  auspices  of 
.  HCHS  in  order  to  make  the  acqui¬ 
sition  with  its  tax-exempt  status. 
Gearhardt  said  that  he  expected 
the  gay  health  services  center 
would  not  be  the  only  building 
purchased  from  the  city  by  the  gay 
community.  He  expressed  the 
hope  that  other  concerned  groups 
would  get  together  to  buy  proper¬ 
ties  for  many  other  services  that 
benefit  the  community. 
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commission  you  .  .  . 
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"I'M  SAYING  TO  PEOPLE 
TO  NOT  VOTE  FOR 
KEVIN  WHITE/' 


Boston  Herald 
October  31, 1979 


Rep.  Mel  King 


"  . .  It  seems  to  me  that  those  of 
us  who  believe  that  these  were 
the  central  issues  (racial  justice, 
housing  displacement  and  access 
to  the  governing  process  for 
community  groups)  of  the  may- 
oral  campaign  ought  to  support 
Senator  Timilty  in  the  election 
Nov.  6." 

Rep.  Barney  Frank 


Statement  to  the  Press 
October  31, 1979 


MEL  AND  BARNEY  HAVE 
NEVER  STEERED  US  WRONG. 
JOE  TIMILTY  FOR  MAYOR 


PAID  FOR  BY  THE  TIMILTY  ELECTION  COMMITTEE,  BOSTON. 
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McCann  Cleared 


Continued  from  Page  1 
due  to  “lack  of  evidence”? 

“I  feel  like  I’ve  been  crucified 
by  the  press  and  T.V.,  all  of 
whom  have  named  me  as  the  pri¬ 
mary  suspect.  .  .  .  The  police  and 
press  have  made  me  out  the  cul¬ 
prit,”  McCann  stated. 

Although  the  media  did  not  re¬ 
port  it,  McCann  was  never 
booked  for  arson,  but  was  simply 
held  on  suspicion  from  10  a.m.  to 
5:30  p.m.  September  13  and  then 
released.  The  press  further  alleged 
that  McCann  had  “mysteriously” 
moved  out  of  her  apartment  the 
day  before  the  bombing.  She  had, 
in  fact,  moved  out  three  weeks 
before,  after  a  bomb  threat  which 
she  reported  to  the  police. 

Although  the  St.  Louis  Globe- 


Democrat  reported  that  McCann 
“refused  to  submit  to  question¬ 
ing,”  she  insists  the  only  difficulty 
the  police  had  was  the  refusal  of 
her  lawyer  to  allow  her  to  be  held 
in  the  city  jail  for  no  reason.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  Ms.  McCann  had  been 
released  hours  before  the  Globe- 
Democrat  was  put  to  bed.  States 
McCann,  “They  had  no  excuse  to 
print  their  libelous  and  untrue 
article.” 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Mor  or 
Les  bar  in  March  1979,  there  has 
been  repeated  harassment  of 
women  with  increasing  incidents 
of  violence.  Verbal  harassment  of 
women  finally  mushroomed  into 
threats  of  bodily  harm,  destruc¬ 
tion  of  property,  sniping  at  the 
bar  during  business  hours,  and  re- 


Convention  Project  Launched 


Amendment  of  Act  Sought 

Continued  from  Page  1  inclusion  of  sexual  orientation  in 


employers  governed  by  the 
Human  Rights  Act  adopt  official 
statements  on  sexual  orientation 
and  hiring  policy;  ascertain  the 
feasibility  of  including 

information  designed  to  refute 
stereotypical  myths  about  homo¬ 
sexuality  in  the  Commission’s 
educational  material;  investigate 
the  treatment  of  homosexual  pri¬ 
soners  denied  letters  from  their 
friends;  and  maintain  communi¬ 
cation  links  with  lesbian  and  gay 
groups  and  keep  a  file  of  charges 
of  discrimination  involving  sexual 
orientation  which  have  come  be¬ 
fore  the  courts. 

In  its  letter  to  the  Prime  Mini¬ 
ster,  the  Canadian  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  Coalition  also  referred 
to  a  recent  poll  conducted  by  the 
Commission.  That  poll  shows  that 
two  out  of  three  Canadians  favor 
the  protection  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  from  discrimination  on  the 
job.  “Other  polls  in  the  past  few 
years  have  revealed  similar  find¬ 
ings,”  the  Coalition  stated. 

“The  case  has  been  made  over 
and  over  and  over  again  for  the 


the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Act 
and  other  federal  human  rights 
legislation,”  Coalition 

spokesperson  David  Garmaise 
wrote  in  the  letter  to  Clark. 
“Lesbians  and  gay  men  are 
becoming  frustrated  and  angry 
over  the  refusal  of  governments  in 
Ottawa  and  in  English  Canada  to 
extend  human  rights  protection  to 
homosexuals.”  (Quebec  is  the 
only  Canadian  province  to  have 
outlawed  discrimination  based  on 
sexual  orientation.) 

“Already,  gays  in  Toronto  have 
had  to  resort  to  civil  disobedience 
in  order  to  have  their  grievances 
heard,”  Garmaise  said,  referring 
to  a  recent  sit-in  at  the  office  of 
Ontario  Attorney  General  Roy 
McMurtry.  “Is  the  government 
going  to  wait  until  this  frustration 
and  anger  turn  to  violence  before 
it  acts?” 

The  Coalition  has  written  to 
Clark  on  previous  occasions, 
when  he  led  the  Opposition  and 
since  he  became  Prime  Minister, 
but  it  has  received  no  response. 


Continued  from  Page  1 
board  and  the  passage  of  the  gay 
civil  rights  bill,  HR  2074,  and  the 
reform  of  practices  of  the  Immi¬ 
gration  and  Naturalization  Ser¬ 
vice.” 

Bastow  expressed  the  feeling 
that  there  must  be  some  consensus 
among  lesbian  and  gay  organiza¬ 
tions  as  to  the  wording  of  such  a 
platform  plank.  “We  envision  this 
program,”  he  said,  “as  getting 
local  organizations  to  focus 
nationally  rather  than  creating  a 
new  national  organization.” 

Presidents  are  elected  by  coali¬ 
tions  of  local  and  state  organiza¬ 
tions  rather  than  by  national 
organizations,  and  the  thrust  of 
the  National  Convention  Project 
will  be  to  contact  existing  local 
and  state  lesbian  and  gay  organi¬ 
zations  to  “get  them  adequate  in¬ 
formation,  to  make  sure  they’re 
aware  of  each  step  in  the  conven¬ 
tion  process  and  that  they’re  parti¬ 


cipating,”  Bastow  explained. 

The  executive  board  of  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  Bastow 
said,  will  be  asked  to  endorse  the 
Project  at  its  November  meeting. 
At  present,  the  Project  is  incor¬ 
porated  under  the  laws  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  (where 
GRNL  is  located).  The  directors 
are  Charles  F.  Brydon  and  Lucia 
Valeska,  Co-Executive  Directors 
of  NGTF,  Steve  Endean,  and 
Carolyn  Handy,  who  holds  a 
board  position  with  both  NGTF 
and  GRNL. 

Financing  for  the  National 
Convention  Project  is  still  under 
way.  The  $120,000  budget  figure 
is  a  projected  operating  budget, 
with  funding  expected  to  be 
derived  from  foundation  grants,  a 
direct  mail  campaign,  which  will 
utilize  mailing  lists  obtained  from 
such  campaigns  as  No  on  6,  Dade 
County,  and  St.  Paul,  and 
through  local  fund-raising  efforts 


peated  bomb  threats  —  and 
finally  the  actual  fire-bombing 
that  reduced  the  place  to  rubble. 

Mor  or  Les  had  attempted  to 
meet  the  hostility  and  violence  in 
non-violent,  legal  ways.  Much 
time  and  money  had  been  invested 
in  responding  legally  to  the  denial 
of  the  renewal  of  the  liquor  license 
and  challenging  the  constitution¬ 
ality  of  the  city  ordinance  which 
threatened  the  continued  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  bar. 

McCann,  however,  said  she  will 
keep  on  fighting.  “Through  all 
our  history  women  have  been 
filled  with  guilt  and  fear,  made  to 
feel  helpless  in  the  face  of  con¬ 
stant  injustices,”  McCann  said. 
“I  say  no  more.  We  must  stand  up 
and  fight.  I  believe  with  all  my 
heart  that  if  we  stand  together  we 
can  not  be  defeated.” 


in  cooperation  with  such  groups 
as  the  Texas  Gay  Task  Force,  the 
Michigan  Organization  for 
Human  Rights,  and  others. 

Bastow  said  that  Project  organ¬ 
izers  are  interested  in  getting  local 
and  state  lesbian  and  gay  political 
organizations  to  do  three  things 
which  would  enhance  chances  for 
the  Project’s  success.  One,  he 
said,  is  to  “let  presidential  candi¬ 
dates  know  that  there  are  gay 
people  around,  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try,”  by  inviting  candidates  to 
speak  at  local  forums,  by  mailing 
questionnaires  to  candidates,  by 
showing  a  presence  at  town  meet¬ 
ings,  all  of  which  would  create  an 
impact  on  presidential  contenders 
and  other  campaigners  for  public 
office.  Secondly,  lesbians  and  gay 
men  are  ‘urged  to  “lobby  the 
platform-writing  processes  of 
both  national  parties”  so  that 
campaigners  will  be  advised  that 
“gay  rights  is  one  of  the  bases  on 


which  gay  people  are  going  to 
vote.”  Lastly,  Bastow  urged  that 
lesbians  and  gay  men  should  run 
for  positions  as  delegates  to  the 
Republican  and  Democratic 
national  conventions.  “Those  are 
the  three  things  we’re  going  to  be 
working  on,”  said  Bastow,  “to 
try  to  build  some  kind  of  gay 
political  presence  in  national  poli¬ 
tics.” 

Bastow,  who  is  also  president  of 
Washington’s  Gertrude  Stein 
Democratic  Club,  said  that  he  is 
optimistic  about  the  Project’s 
chances  for  success.  He  said  that 
Jane  Wales,  an  aide  to  Pres. 
Carter  who  met  with  a  delegation 
to  the  March  on  Washington,  had 


spoken  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Gertrude  Stein  group,  at  which 
time  she  announced  that  the 
White  House  would  view  “with 
great  sympathy”  a  gay  rights 
plank  in  the  1980  platform.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Bastow,  Wales  said 
that  “1980  was  different  than 
1976.”  California  Gov.  Jerry 
Brown  has  also  indicated  a 
“strong”  willingness  to  have  a  gay 
rights  plank  included  in  the 
Democratic  Party  platform  in 
1980. 

“I  think  we  have  a  reasonable 
chance  of  success  this  year,” 
Bastow  said,  “but  it  won’t 
happen  if  we  don’t  work.” 


START 


ROCK  N  ROLL  FOR  GCN 

WEDNESDAY,  NOY.  14,  1979 

9pm  to  2am  at  Buddies,  $2.  in  advance  at 

Gay  Community  News 
22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(or  through  the  mail) 
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733  Boylston  St. 
Boston,  MA  02116 
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Auction ,  Dance  and  Live  Music  .  .  .  ’50s  Attire  Welcomed 

Come  Out  and  Rock  n’  Roll,  We  need  YOUR  support. 
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I  NEED 
YOUR  VOTE 

'When  I  first  became 
Mayor,  the  neighborhoods 
of  Boston  were  dying. 

But  twelve  years  later,  Boston 
is  alive.  In  fact,  it  couldn't 
be  stronger. 

And  you  know  why?  It's 
because  we  believed  in 
Boston.  We  believed  in  our 
neighborhoods.  We  believed 
in  each  other.  And  that's  why  I 
need  your  vote. 

Because  there's  so  much  we 
can  do  in  the  80's  to  make 
Boston  even  a  greater  city. 

That's  what  a  Mayor's 
job  is." 


We  think  that  Kevin  White  is  the 
best  candidate  for  Mayor  of  Boston. 

DanSkolis  Donald  Farwell  Paul  McMahon  Steven  Tierney  JoelHencken 

Jack  Powers  Susan  Fox  Marybeth  Bronson  Tom  Kirley  Robert  Connolly 

Robert  J.  Matthews  GaryF.FIowell  Phyllis  Carford  Jack  Rubin  Gary  Drake 

Larry  Kessler  Robin  MacCormack  Ann  Maguire  Bob  White  Susan  Rosen 

David  M.  Gearhart  Kristin  L.  Sawyer  Donald  Meuse  Paul  Bentley  Roger  Loiselle 

Linda  E.  Carford  James  Mitchell  Robert  I.  Deutsch  y  James  Mitchell 

Brian  McNaught  Dennis  Moreau 

Beth  Broderson 


Mead  Irwin 
Anne  Martin 
Sheri  Barden 
Lois  Johnson 
Lee  Stone 
Michael  Campbell 


VOTE  FOR  KEVIN  WHITE 
TUESDAY.  NOVEMBER  6 


Paid  for  hy 

THE  KEVIN  WHITE  COMMITTEE.  89  STATE  STREET  BOSTON 02109 
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White,  Timilty  Address  King  Group 


Continued  from  Page  1 
stated  that  he  or  she  would  have 
other  responsibilities.  (See  inter¬ 
view,  page  12.)  In  addition,  White 
recently  ordered  Real  Property 
Commissioner  Joanne  Prevost  to 
begin  working  with  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  to  locate  and  acquire  a 
building  suitable  as  a  gay  com¬ 
munity  center. 

Rep.  Barney  Frank,  who  was  in 
the  audience  at  the  Arlington 
Street  Church  event,  said  later 
that  it  seemed  like  “a  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  political  event  —  they  were 
both  fighting  for  gay  support.” 
Frank  Endorses  Timilty 

Rep.  Frank,  who  supported 
King  in  the  primary,  gave  his 
personal  endorsement  to  Timilty 
in  an  announcement  made  late  last 
week.  He  told  GCN  that  he  was 
planning  to  stay  neutral  until  the 
Oct.  28  Arlington  Street  Church 
event,  at  which  White  compared 
hiring  South  Boston  Information 
Center  James  Kelley  to  hiring 
gays,  claiming  he  would  be  booed 
in  different  sections  of  the  city  for 
hiring  either  gays  or  Kelly. 


“For  him  to  compare  hiring 
gays  with  hiring  Kelly  is  outrage¬ 
ous,”  Frank  said.  “On  gay  issues, 
I  would  say  he’s  about  equal  with 
the  mayor,  and  he’s  much  better 
on  racial  issues  and  housing.” 

Frank  also  said  he  thought  the 
Mel  King  Coalition  was  being  “a 
little  unfair  to  Joe  —  they  asked 
him  to  come  to  their  meeting  so 
they  could  choose  a  candidate,  yet 
they  ended  up  endorsing  no  one.” 

The  value  of  Frank’s  endorse¬ 
ment  to  Timilty,  given,  as  it  was, 
less  than  a  week  before  the  elec¬ 
tion,  will  be  seen  on  election  night 
in  the  returns  from  Ward  Five 
(Back  Bay  and  Beacon  Hill). 
Almost  all  of  Frank’s  own  sup¬ 
porters  and  contributors  in  the 
gay  community  have  already  en¬ 
dorsed  White. 

Sources  told  GCN  that  the 
coalition’s  decision  not  to  endorse 
either  candidate  came  only  after 
considerable  discussion.  While 
timilty  seemed  preferable  to  White 
on  issues  of  particular  interest  to 
rent  control  activists,  his  record 


on  anti-busing  legislation  and  in 
staff  hiring  were  viewed  negatively 
by  minority  interests.  (White  has 
been  endorsed  by  a  wide  range  of 
black  interests,  including  the  Bay 
State  Banner,  Sen.  Bill  Owens, 
former  Sen.  Edward  Brooke,  and 
Georgia  Sen.  Julian  Bond.) 

Feminist  groups  were  unhappy 
with  Timilty’ s  consistent  support 
for  anti-abortion  legislation,  while 
gays  in  the  coalition  observed  that 
Timilty  voted  against  gay  rights 
legislation  in  1973  and  1974.  Tim¬ 
ilty  also  has  the  support  of  many 
in  the  Boston  Police  Patrolmen’s 
Association,  well-known  for  its 
anti-gay  pronouncements. 

The  split  in  the  Mel  King  Coali¬ 
tion,  which  garnered  15%  of  the 
citywide  vote  in  the  primary, 
seemed  to  be  along  issue-oriented 
lines,  with  the  largest  group  — 
tenant  interests  —  inclined  to 
Timilty,  while  gays  seemed  largely 
behind  White. 

Both  candidates  are  acutely 
aware  of  the  importance  of  the 
gay  vote  this  year,  as  White  was 


Mel  King:  no  endorsements 

re-elected  in  1975  by  only  about 
7500  votes.  Both  have  had  coffee 
hours  and  fundraisers  within  the 
gay  community,  while  White  ob¬ 
tained  a  higher  rating  —  “suppor¬ 
tive”  —  from  the  Mass.  Gay  Poli¬ 
tical  Caucus  than  Timilty,  who 
was  rated  “acceptable.”  The  gay 
voter  registration  drive  at  Buddies 
disco  has  netted  more  than  500 
new  registered  voters. 


Abortion  Rights  Week  Ends 

Contini  i/s/4  irr\m  Pane  'X  .... 


Continued  from  Page  3 
move  freely  in  this  city,  true  re¬ 
productive  choices  for  third  world 
women  will  not  be  a  reality.  We 
believe  that  the  recent  racist 
attacks  ...  are  part  of  a  pattern 
of  racial  violence  that  is  being 
directly  and  indirectly  organized 
by  groups  like  ROAR  [Restore 
Our  Alienated  Rights,  an  anti¬ 
busing  group],  the  South  Boston 
Marshalls,  and  the  KKK  [Ku  Klux 
Klan].  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
these  groups  have  not  just  spoken 
out  against  abortion,  busing,  and 
incited  racial  violence,  but  have 
also  opposed  the  ERA  and  other 
women’s  rights.  The  pro-choice 


this  city  have  the  same  enemy  and 
many  of  the  same  goals  and  in¬ 
terests.” 

Marsha  Mauer,  a  member  of 
Public  Workers  for  Choice,  spoke 
at  the  rally  about  the  effect  of 
abortion  cutbacks  on  state  and 
city  workers  and  Medicaid  recipi¬ 
ents,  and  about  Public  Workers 
for  Choice  —  a  group  of  state  and 
city  workers  organizing  around 
abortion  and  reproductive  rights. 
Mauer  said,  “The  group  I  repre¬ 
sent  is  fighting  for  reproductive 
rights  at  the  workplace.  We  are 
connecting  a  broad  network  of 
public  workers  and  Medicaid  reci¬ 
pients.  We  are  working  to  make 


movement  and  minority  people  of  abortion  rights,  and  reproductive 


freedom  in  general,  part  of  the 
union  struggle.  Several  AFSCME 
[American  Federation  of  State, 
County,  and  Municipal 
Employees]  locals  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  have  passed  resolutions 
instructing  the  Mass.  AFSCME 
Council  to  work  actively  to  have 
abortion  coverage  reinstated  in 
our  health  plans.  There  has  been 
much  resistance  to  our  efforts  by 
high-ranking  union  officials,  and 
this  has  been  discouraging.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  there  is  much 
support  for  our  efforts  at  the 
rank-and-file  level.” 

Margaret  Burnham,  a  black 
judge  from  Boston,  was  the  final 
speaker.  “I  am  very  proud  to  be 
here,”  Burnham  began,  “but  to 
be  here  around  this  issue  [abor¬ 


tion]  again  says  something  about 
where  we  are  at  in  this  struggle.” 
Burnham,  like  the  other  speakers 
before  her,  soon  touched  on  the 
subject  of  racial  violence  in 
Boston.  “When  I  heard  about 
Daryl  Williams  [a  black  high 
school  football  player  shot  by 
white  youths  in  Charlestown],  it 
reminded  me  of  the  bombing  of  a 
church  in  Birmingham  [AL]  in  the 
60s.  .  .  .  When  I  heard  about  the 
Klan  marching,  revitalizing  .  .  . 
I’m  reminded  of  the  Klan  marches 
years  ago  that  we  thought  were  a 
part  of  history.  ...” 

“Many  people,”  Burnham 
said,  “say  abortion  is  a  threat  to 
the  family.  I  say  male  supremacy 
is  a  threat  to  the  family.  Unequal 
relationships  within  the  family  are 


Spear 
Files  Suit 


Continued  from  Page  3 

phernalia,”  raided  Spear’s  home 
and  office,  both  in  Wellesley, 
while  he  was  in  Florida.  Spear 
claims  that  the  officers 
confiscated  material  far  in  excess 
of  the  warrant,  including  his  per¬ 
sonal  and  business  papers,  and 
also  physically  attacked  Donald 
Heres  (another  “Revere 
defendant”  who  was  found  not 
guilty  on  Oct.  24)  a  co-plaintiff 
who  was  in  the  house  at  the  time. 

U.S.  District  Court  Judge 
Robert  Keeton  denied  a  motion  by 
Spear’s  attorney,  William  P. 
Homans,  Jr.,  for  a  temporary 
restraining  order  enjoining  police 
from  continuing  their 
“investigation”  of  Spear  and 
bringing  “false  or  perjured  testi¬ 
mony”  to  a  grand  jury.  Assistant 
Norfolk  County  D.A.  John  Kiv- 
lan  called  Spear’s  suit  “ridicu¬ 
lous”  and  indicated  that  Norfolk 
County  would  continue  its  investi¬ 
gation. 

Meanwhile,  Norfolk  Superior 
Court  Judge  Roger  E.  Donahue 
ordered  that  the  affidavit  filed  by 
police  in  support  of  the  raids  on 
Spear’s  home  and  office  be  im¬ 
pounded,  because  its  “secrecy 
...  is  essential  to  an  ongoing  in¬ 
vestigation  into  criminal  activity, 
including  the  distribution  of  con¬ 
trolled  substances  to  juveniles.” 

Spear  has  also  filed  a  civil  suit  in 
Norfolk  Superior  Court  seeking 
return  of  the  materials  confiscated 
in  the  raids. 

a  threat  to  the  family.  Women 
doing  double  work  duty  is  a  threat 
to  the  family,  \yhen  the  Pope 
comes  to  Boston  and  tells  women 
how  they  should  lead  their  lives  — 
that’s  a  threat  to  the  family.” 


The  Difference.  .  . 


People  often  say,  “all  politicians  are  the  same  ...  it  doesn’t  make  any  difference.”  But  those  people  are  wrong.  There  are  those  who 
work  hard  to  make  our  lives  better.  They  make  a  difference. 

In  eight  years  on  the  Boston  City  Council,  Larry  DiCara  has  built  a  reputation  for  hard  work,  intelligence  and  independence.  The 
youngest  person  ever  elected  to  the  Council  in  1971,  and  its  youngest  President  in  1978,  Larry  is  now,  at  age  thirty,  a  Council  veteran 
who  continues  to  work  to  make  Boston  a  better  city — for  everyone. 


* Received  Highest  Rating  —  "Supportive”,  from  Mass.  Gay  Political  Caucus 
*Named  one  of  Boston ’s  Ten  Outstanding  Young  Leaders 
*John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  School  of  Government  M.P.A. 

*  Suffolk  Law  School  J.D. 

* Harvard  College  A.B. 

One  Person  Can  Make  a  Difference 

LARRY  DiCARA  PROVES  THAT 

Because  on  the  City  Council,  The  Difference  .  .  . 

is 

DiCARA 
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Everyone  knows  that 
candidates  for  city  offices 
and  school  committee  want 
a  share  of  the  gay  vote.  But 
do  gay  people  know  which 
candidates  are  supportive 
of  gay  rights  and  the  gay 
community?  The 


Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  has  prepared  the 
following  rating  in  order 
that  lesbian,  gay  male  and 
concerned  voters  will  be 
aware  of  the  stands  and 
past  performance  of 
candidates  on  gay  rights 
issues. 


MAYORIAL 

CANDIDATES 


SUPPORTIVE 

CITY 

COUNCIL 

CANDIDATES 


SUPPORTIVE 

SCHOOL 

COMMITTEE 

CANDIDATES 


SUPPORTIVE 

KEVIN  WHITE 

ACCEPTABLE 

JOSEPH  TIMILTY 


LAWRENCE  DiCARA  JOHN  O'BRYANT 
STEPHEN  FARRELL  JEAN  McGUIRE 
CHRISTOPHER 

IANNELLA 
JOHN  SEARS 
BARBARA  WARE 


TIM 

oat! 

BULLET 

VOTE 


There  is  nothing  particular¬ 
ly  gay  about  bullet  voting 
except  that  it's  smart.  Since 
it  is  not  necessary  to  vote 
for  all  nine  seats  on  the  city 
council  or  all  five  on  the 
school  committee,  why  not 


concentrate  your  vote  on 
the  few  candidates  you 
really  want  to  win?  The 
fewer  candidates  you  vote 
for,  the  better  chance  your 
candidates  have  to  be 
elected. 


For  more  information  con¬ 
tact  the  Massachusetts  Gay 
Political  Caucus,  Suite  407, 
739  Boylston  St.,  Boston, 
MA  021 16,  242-3544. 


Kevin  White 


Boston’s 
Gays 
Choose 
a  Mayor 


Joseph  Timilty 


By  David  Brill 

This  is  Part  II  of  GCN's  special  preelection  coverage  for  Boston  voters. 
The  final  election  —  which  is  nonpartisan  —  will  be  held  on  Tuesday, 

November  6.  .  .  . 

Mayor  Kevin  H.  White  is  seeking  re-election  to  an  unprecedented 
fourth  term  as  mayor  of  Boston.  He  issued  one  of  the  first  Executive  Orders 
in  the  country  to  prohibit  discrimination  in  city  employment  on  the  basis  o 
sexual  preference  in  1976.  This  year,  he  appointed  upfront  gay  people  to 
three  city  commissions  and  two  full-time  staff  positions,  although  there  was 
considerable  speculation  about  the  electiort-year  timing  of  his  gay 
appointments.  The  interview  was  conducted  on  October  24  at  the  Parkman 

House,  a  city  residence.  t  ... 

Senator  Joseph  F.  Timilty,  a  former  member  of  the  City  Council,  is 
running  against  White  for  the  third  time.  Although  he  voted  against 
legislation  prohibiting  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference  in 
1973  and  1974,  he  has  voted  in  favor  of  gay  rights  legislation  since  then,  and 
is  employing  a  gay  communty  coordinator  on  his  campaign  staff.  Senator 
Timilty  was  interviewed  on  October  10  at  the  State  House. 
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DB:  What  could  I  say  if  I  were  trying  to  tell  gay  peole  why  they  should  vote 
for  you  this  year? 

KHW:  It  may  sound  absurd  ...  I  try  and  learn,  I  try  and  grow,  1  try  to 
include  in  the  community.  The  measure  against  Joe  Timilty  and  I  —  the 
measure  that  I  think  would  surprise  the  gay  community  the  most  —  is  that 
Joe  Timilty  and  I  have  run  for  office  almost  the  same  number  of  years.  He 
first  ran  in  1963, 1  first  ran  in  '62,  so  he’s  almost  been  in  20  years  of  public  life. 
And  I’ve  been  in  20  years  of  public  life.  If  you'll  measure  those  two  careers,  1 
think  you’ll  see  that  Joe  Timilty  very  rarely  stays  with  anything  very  long, 
and  I  have  a  way  of  plugging  and  staying  with  things  —  and  by  and  large 
growing.  1  don’t  knowa  goddamn  thing  about  the  gay  community  outside  of 
what  Robin  (MacCormack)  and  Elaine  (Noble)  have  begun  to  tell  me  and 
educate  me.  There’s  nothing  wrong  with  that.  It’s  that  I  have  a  willingness  to 
learn.  I’d  like  to.  I’d  like  to  help.  It’s  not  for  the  vote — I’d  win  it  without  you.  1 
will  still  try,  1  will  still  want  to  learn  and  grow  with  the  needs  of  —  not 
exclusively  the  gays  —  anyone  in  the  community. 

DB:  1  want  to  talk  about  the  police  department.  Since  Commissioner 
diGrazia  left,  there  has  been  a  lot  more  involvement  of  the  Mayor’s  office  in 
the  police  department.  And  at  the  same  time,  there  has  been  a  large  increase 
in  the  number  of  raids  on  adult  bookstores  and  movie  theaters  in  the  Combat 
Zone.  The  same  night  that  a  gay  man  was  murdered  on  the  Public  Garden, 
the  vice  squad  was  confiscating  dirty  books  on  Washington  Street.  Does  that 
reflect  a  change  in  the  priorities  of  the  police  department? 

KHW:  Gee,  Dave,  not  to  my  knowledge.  In  terms  of  the  police  department. 
I’ve  always  argued  that  the  mayor  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  police 
department.  The  mayor  heads  the  police  department  in  the  same  sense  that 
the  president  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy:  he  wouldn’t  know 
how  to  deploy  a  platoon,  but  he’s  commander-in-chief.  I  appoint  the  police 
commissioner.  Even  when  diGrazia  came  over  and  wanted  to  make 
appointments  to  his  staff,  he  asked  me  for  my  approval  or  my  opinion.  I 
disagreed  with  him.  I  didn’t  want  Joe  Jordan  —  I  wanted  a  guy  named 
Charlie  Barry.  In  the  last  analysis,  I  let  Joe  have  his  way.  The  same  thing  for 
Joe  Jordan:  if  we  agree.  111  go  along  with  him.  If  we  disagree,  nine  cases  out 
of  ten  1 11  go  along  with  him  unless  he  proves  to  me  he’s  not  doing  the  job.  The 
policy  that  you’re  talking  about  now?  I  don’t  know  about  it.  There’s  been  no 
change  —  1  will  look  into  it.  But  Joe  Jordan,  if  he  reflects  the  policy  of  my 
administration  —  and  he  cannot  stay  there  if  he  doesn’t  —  would  be  to 
respond  to  the  needs  of  the  community.  Now  what  are  you  saying  to  me 
basically  by  your  question? 

DB:  Is  violent  crime  a  priority  over  vice  or  are  they  considered  equal? 

KHW:  You  mean  is  vice  over  violent  crime? 

DB:  You  tell  me.  There  is  a  lot  of  energy  being  devoted  to  vice  activities. 
KHW:  Do  you  know  whether  that’s  being  brought  from  the  [police] 
department  or  from  the  D.A.'s  office?  Seriously,  1  have  no  idea. 

DB:  That's  from  within  the  department. 

KHW:  Interesting.  Ill  have  to  look  into  it,  David.  I’m  not  being  wise  —  1 
don’t  know  that.  By  the  way,  just  while  1  am  at  it:  1  want  to  clear  up  the 
Combat  Zone  ...  I  don’t  know  whether  the  vice  raids  have  anything  to  do 
with  that  —  not  by  my  order.  I  want  to  get  that  area  down,  out, cleaned,  and  1 
want  it  moved  to  some  other  area. 

DB:  Are  you  giving  up  on  the  adult  entertainment  district  concept? 

KHW:  I  don’t  mind  that,  but  forthat  particular  area,  it’s  dead.  Reinstitute  it, 
let  it  float  with  free  enterprise.  It  isn’t  personal  with  that  area,  it’s  just  that  I 
want  to  bring  that  area  back  .  .  .  I’ve  got  to  physically  rejuvenate  that  area. 


DB:  In  July,  at  a  get-together  with  a  group  of  gay  voters,  you  defended  your 
voting  record  on  gay  issues  as  perfect.  Do  you  still  say  so? 

JT:  The  suggestion  that  my  voting  record  is  imperfect  with  the  gay 
community  because  of  two  votes  is  not  one  that  I’m  willing  to  accept.  You’re 
entitled  to  your  opinion,  as  well  as  I’m  entitled  to  mine.  I  maintain  you  re 
wrong  —  you  collectively,  and  the  Gay  Caucus  [Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus].  One  of  them  appears  on  a  parliamentary  vote  back  in  1974  on  gay 
rights  legislation.  And  the  other  one  is  on  the  Bonin  vote,  which  I  think  that 
somebody  had  to  stretch  —  really  stretch  —  to  come  up  with  something 
negative  on  me  within  those  two  categories. 

DB:  Well,  you  sort  of  did  vote  against  the  bill.  That  wasn’t  really  a 
parliamentary  vote,  but  a  vote  to  kill  the  bill  in  1974.  You've  come  over  to 
our  side  since  then. 

JT:  No,  I  was  with  you  before  and  remain  with  you.  I  maintain  that  whenever 
the  vote  came  on  the  gay  rights  legislation,  did  1  vote  for  or  against  it?  Even 
the  Gay  Caucus  will  have  to  say  that  Timilty  voted  for  it.  There  was  some 
suggestion  that  1  ought  not  be  considered  perfect,  because  I  d  tdn’t  co-sponsor 
it.  I  would  hope  that  the  gay  community,  as  they  look  for  legitimate  support 
in  all  kinds  of  government  quarters,  will  respect  support  from  the  positive 
side,  rather  than  searching  for  a  negative  side  to  find  some  flaw  in  that 
support.  Had  you  had  my  type  of  support  from  the  Massachusetts 

delegation,  this  legislation  would  be  passed,  period. 

DB:  What  do  you  say  to  your  constituents,  who  I  know  have  sent  you  some 
critical  letters  concerning  your  votes  in  favor  of  gay  rights  bills? 

JT:  l  say  that  we  cannot  support  discrimination  in  any  manner,  shape,  or 
form.  We  can't.  There’s  nobody  that  ought  not  to  be  sensitive.  .  .You  ought 

to  be  very,  very  sensitive,  as  well  as  1  am,  to  discrimination  against  the  ethnics 
that  came  into  this  country  at  the  first  part  of  this  century,  as  part  of  my 
people  did,  came  here  because  of  discrimination,  and  then  had  to  live  with 
class-type  of  discrimination.  So  our  backgrounds  are  a  product  of 
discrimination  and  we’ve  got  to  be  very  sensitive  to  it.  We  can’t  allow  it.  1 
mean,  who  ought  to  be  more  sensitive  to  it?  We  cannot  allow  discrimination 
in  any  shape  or  form.  Of  course  some  of  them  don’t  agree  with  me  on  this 
issue.  It’s  an  argument  they  have  a  tough  time  dealing  with. 

DB:  You  took  out  an  ad  in  Pax  Centurion  saying  that  the  police  department 
has  lost  a  lot  of  manpower  under  the  White  administration  and  that  you  will 
increase  that  manpower  and  letthe  commissioner  run  the  department.  How 
much  more  manpower?  Will  you  keep  civilians  in  the  police  commissioner’s 
office? 

JT:  If  those  civilians  are  as  good  as  a  police  officer  could  be.  I’m  a  firm 
believer  that  there  are  some  roles  for  civilians  to  play  within  the  police 
department.  In  fact, when  my  uncle  was  police  commissioner,  there  was  a 
delightful  secretary  that  I  remember  who  was  a  civilian  and  served  in  a  very 
competent  way.  If  there  are  clerical  positions  that  we  can  have  civiliansdo, 
we  ought  to.  If  we  can  develop  a  category  of  cadet,  which  is  not  a  civilian  yet 
not  a  police  officer,  and  have  them  assume  some  of  the  duties  of  police 
officers,  what  we  would  have  would  be  a  continuity  of  training,  from  cadet  to 
police  officer. 

DB:  So  you  would  have  service  in  non-law  enforcement  work  as  a  part  of  the 
Police  Academy? 

JT:  Yes. 

DB:  Would  you  replace  Commissioner  Jordan? 

JT:  1  would  allow  the  Commissioner,  who  has  not  been  running  the  police 
department,  to  make  his  decision  on  whether  he  wanted  to  be  an  applicant 
under  a  Timilty  administration. 

DB:  You  wouldn’t  exclude  him? 


DB:  One  of  the  last  times  I  was  talking  with  you  .  .  . 

KHW:  Where  was  it? 

DB:  In  your  office. 

KHW.  Okay. 

DB:  You  were  saying  that  one  of  the  problems  in  solving  the  murders  of  the 
black  women  was  that  there  were  not  enough  black  detectives  on  the  force, 
and  that  was  a  priority  for  you.  Would  it  not  make  sense,  then,  to  have  some 
openly  gay  police  officers  to  work  on  crimes  against  gay  people  also? 

KHW:  Possibly.  1  honestly  believe  communities  will  close  up  to  outsiders  — 
I  don’t  care  whether  it’s  white,  black,  gay,  Spanish.  The  only  way  you’re 
going  to  get  in  is  to  employ  people  who  arc  familiar  with  those  communities. 
1  asked  Robin  if  we  had  any  police  that  are  openly  identified  as  gay.  1  could 
ask  you  the  same  question.  Do  we? 


I  don’t  know  a  goddamn  thing  about  the  gay 
community  outside  of  what  Robin  MacCor¬ 
mack  and  Elaine  Noble  have  begun  to  tell  me 
and  educate  me. 


DB:  Not  openly. 

KHW:  1  mean  openly 1  You  know,  that  takes  guts  on  their  part.  Let  me  tell 
you,  if  someone  opened up.youcanbetthattheirneckwould  be  protected.  It 
really  takes  a  first  step.  You  can’t  break  a  guy’s  arm.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
they  exist  within  the  department.  By  the  way  —  I’m  thinking  —  if  I  knew  who 
they  were,  and  they  still  didn’t  want  to  come  forward,  it’s  possible  to  assign 
them  to  that  kind  of  work.  There’s  nothing  wrong  with  that.  Do  you 
understand  what  I  have  said? 

DB:  Yes.  Now,  if  it’s  the  responsibility  of  the  police  to  prevent  crime  as  well 
as  to  solve  it,  what  can  the  city  do  to  prevent  any  of  the  violent  crime  against 
gay  people  that  goes  on  nightly? 

KHW:  I  got  that  downstairs  [at  the  gay  meetingonOctober  24  at  the  Parkman 
House],  It’s  funny  —  there  were  two  different  views  on  that,  and  my  mind's 
more  clear  after  going  to  that  meeting.  Obviously,  I’ve  got  to  pick  out  key 
spots,  and  take  a  periphery  of  fourblocksand  try  to  put  —  I  was  going  to  say 
plainclothes  officers.  But  obviously,  visibility  is  just  as  important  to  some 
people. 

DB:  I  like  the  plainclothes  —  I  want  to  catch  them  [muggers]. 

KHW:  Isn’t  that  funny.  You  andltobinsay  plainclothes  to  me,  Joe.[Jordan] 
says  plainclothes  to  me,  but  some  of  the  guys  downstairs  asked  for  high 
visibility  [uniformed  officers]  .  .  .  They’re  [the  police  officers]  not  going  to 
be  gay-conscious  overnight.  They  are  two  thousand  bleacher  fans  .  .  .  and 
they’re  endorsing  against  me  .  .  . 

DB:  I  know  that  you’ve  gotten  positive  and  negative  feedback  about 
appointing  Robin  MacCormack.  How  do  you  respond  to  the  negative 
criticisms? 

KHW:  He’s  controversial.  1  wish  he  was  Eisenhower  —  nobody  fought  over 
him.  I  really  do.  And  then  he  and  Elaine  [Noble]  fight.  Then  I  really  have  a 
goddamn  problem. 


JT:  Oh  no,  no,  no.  Because  he  hasn’t  been  the  police  commissioner  thus  far. 
He  isn’t  running  the  police  department. 

DB:  Well,  then  are  you  saying  that  you  would  not  try  to  influence  your  police 
commissioner? 

JT:  I’d  have  an  overall  city  policy  of  where  our  priorities  would  be.  Insofar  as 
the  day-to-day  management.  I’d  allow  him  to  select  who’s  going  to  be  the 
captain  in  the  station  and  who’s  going  to  be  in  charge  of  the  police  academy, 
who’s  best  equipped  for  it.  He  would  know  better  than  1  would.  Overall 
policy  I  would  establish  and  that  policy  would  have  to  do  with  the  level  of 
public  safety  rather  than  the  deployment  of  individual  police  officers. 

DB:  How  about  appointing  the  police  commissioner,  or  even  the  penal 
commissioner  .  .  .  would  there  be  gay  input  into  the  selection  process? 
JT:  I'mafirm  believer  thatthe  word  “neighborhood"  is  synonymous  with  the 
word  “people.”  And  “people”  is  synonymous  with  “access.”  And  everybody 
in  the  city  would  have  access  to  that  participation.  Everybody. 

DB:  Does  that  mean  hearing  processes? 


The  suggestion  that  my  voting  record  is  imper¬ 
fect  with  the  gay  community  because  of  two 
votes  is  not  one  that  I’m  willing  to  accept. 


JT:  No,  you  can’t  govern  by  public  hearing.  But  allowing  people  on  a  task- 
force  basis  to  participate?  Sure,  1  think  that’s  healthy. 

DB:  What  would  be  your  policy,  a  general  policy  toward  victimless  crimes? 
This  year,  there’s  been  a  terrific  increase  in  vice  control  activities,  such  as 
adult  bookstores  in  the  Combat  Zone. 

JT:  We  have  laws  that  should  be  upheld.  The  priority  performance  of  the 
police  department  ought  to  be  on  violent  crimes.  Once  you  allow  conditions 
to  exist  and  to  increase  and  escalate,  then  you  almost  encourage  crime.  There 
are  a  couple  of  “cruise  zones”  in  the  city  that  we  ought  not  allow  to 
accelerate.  In  fact,  we  ought  to  do  all  that  we  can  to  prevent  them  from  being 
there.  I  think  it’s  unfortunate  that  a  woman  who  would  be  walking  in  a 
certain  section  of  the  city,  who  might  be  walking  from  her  job  to  her  house, 
or  from  her  house  to  the  public  library,  would  be  solicited.  Ora  young  guy 
that  might  be  walking  from  his  place  of  employment  to  his  home  would  be 
solicited.  And  those  “cruise  zones”  as  they  continue,  as  they  perpetuate 
themselves,  bring  with  them  a  lot  of  other  crimes.  And  1  don’t  think  that,  as 
somebody  who’s  looking  to  run  a  stabilized  area,  a  stabilized  economic  area 
as  well  as  a  stabilized  residential  section,  that  I  would  encourage  them  in  any 
way.  In  fact,  I  would  discourage  them. 

DB:  Do  you  think  it’s  the  responsibility  of  the  police  department  to  prevent 
crime  as  well  as  to  investigate  it? 

JT:  Absolutely,  that’s  what  I’m  talking  about. 

DB:  Well,  we  have  a  problem  in  this  city  with  youths  coming  in  from  all  parts 
of  the  city  —  East  Boston,  Charlestown  with  baseball  bats  or  beer  bottles. 
What  could  the  police  department  do,  or  the  mayor’s  office  do,  to  prevent 
those  types  of  crimes? 

JT:  I  think  that  for  the  first  time,  there  should  be  some  coordination  between 
the  mayor's  office,  because  the  mayor  is  responsible  for  the  public  safety  of 
the  entire  city  —  gay  and  straight.  I  think  the  mayor  has  got  to  be  in  a 
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DB:  Everybody  fights  with  Elaine. 

KHW:  I  understand  that,  1  understand  that.  My  sense,  David,  is  —  to  tell 
you  the  truth  —  nobody’s  asked  about  me,  in  the  sense  that.  “Oh,  the  mayor’s 
so  secure,  why  would  he  appoint  him?”  I  want  to  do  the  right  thing. 

Do  you  know  1  was  more  concerned  going  down  to  that  meeting  and  not 
using  the  wrong  trigger  word  by  mistake  —  which  I’m  very  capable  of  doing 

I’ve  got  a  lot  of  learning  to  do  .  .  .  There’s  two  opinions  about  Robin: 
one  is  that  people  that  1  know  work  around  him.  and  then  there’s  the  gay 
community.  I  don’t  know  whom  to  believe  sometimes,  who  to  weigh 
sometimes.  1  don’t  know  the  criteria.  I’m  not  dissatisfied  with  him  .  .  .  My 
guess,  without  knowing,  is  that  when  you're  part  of  a  minority,  there’s 
obviously  a  higher  degree  of  sensitivity  .  .  .  There’s  a  lesbian  in  my  office 
doing  research,  but  she’s  doing  it  very  quietly  and  not  telling  anybody.  I  said 
to  her  .  “You’ve  got  to  come  out  of  the  closet  and  let  them  know  what 
you're  doing.”  That  was  the  end  of  that.  1  had  crying  going  on  —  1  don’t 
know  what  the  hell  happened.  Two  hours  later,  Micho  [Spring,  the  mayor’s 
executive  assistant]  comes  down  to  me  and  says,  “Don’t  you  understand 
what  you  did?”  I  said  “No,  1  don't.”  I’m  no  dummy.  1  missed  the  point 
altogether.  She  was  sensitive.  1  wouldn’t  have  minded  if  she  told  me  she  was 
or  she  wasn’t  [gay].  That  isn’t  a  test  with  me  —  it’s  doing  the  job.  All  I'm 
really  trying  to  say  on  Robin  is  that  1  get  mixed  reviews.  That’s  the  bottom 
line.  It’s  a  tough  job,  a  tough  job  being  the  first  guy  on  any  place. 

DB:  Two  years  ago,  the  attorney  general  investigated  the  Deer  Island  House 
of  Correction.  The  inmate  who  was  responsible  for  the  investigation  —  he’s 
gay  _  was  put  into  a  23'/2-hour  per  day  lock  up  in  “the  hole.”  What  do  you 
want  to  do  for  Deer  Island? 

KHW:  It’s  a  disgrace.  Clear  it  up!  Blow  it  up!  Get  rid  of  it!  1  saw  Dennis 
Kearney  [Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County]  the  other  day.  I'm  for  a  whole  new 
department  of  corrections  and  jail.  1  joined  City  Council  because  1  hated 
[U.S.  District  Court  Judge  W.  Arthur]  Garrity  so  much —  he  was  interfering 
with  me,  you  know,  on  renovating  the  Charles  Street  Jail.  The  bottom  line:  it 
doesn’t  belong  on  Charles  Street,  we’ve  got  to  blow  up  Deer  Island,  build  it 
new  —  probably  on  New  Chardon  Street.  That’s  what  I’d  like  to  do.  It  [Deer 
Island]  is  a  disgrace.  Have  you  ever  been  to  Deer  Island? 


Robin  MacCormack  is  controversial.  I  wish  he 
was  Eisenhower  —  nobody  fought  over  him. 


DB:  Many  times.  Just  visiting  of  course. 
KHW:  Let  me  tell  you.  A  disgrace? 

DB:  A  disgrace. 

KHW:  I  mean  a  disgrace  ...  no  excuse. 


position  where  he  is  the  individual  where  the  buck  stops.  The  first  time  that  a 
group  from  wherever  —  you  ought  not  limit  your  terrain  to  those  two  areas 
of  the  city  because  we  begin  to  discriminate  against  those  two  areas  of  the  city 
—  then  the  courts  should  come  down  in  a  manner  that  represents  the  crime 
committed,  and,  in  a  well-publicized  way,  give  some  people  some  serious 
time  in  which  to  reflect  in  an  incarcerated  position.  That’s  when  people  get 
the  message  that  we’re  not  going  to  allow  anybody  to  beat  with  bats  against 
anybody. 

DB:  What  can  the  mayor’s  office  do  to  influence  that  policy  at  the  D.A.’s 
office  or  in  Boston  Municipal  Court? 

JT:  1  think  that  we  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  convening  a  meeting  of 
all  the  principals  for  a  meeting  with  some  interested  citizens.  I  have  long 
advocated  a  Neighborhood  Congress,  which  would  be  an  elected 
representative  of  community  groups  across  the  city.  1  think  that  that’s  a 
method  where  you  get  the  opportunity  of  sensitizing  people  to  the  kinds  of 
problems  that,  for  example,  people  in  public  housing  have.  ...  1  think  it’s 
important  for  the  gay  commuity  to  sensitize  the  rest  of  the  city  through  that 
type  of  forum  to  the  contributions  that  they’re  making  and  especially  to  the 
kinds  of  problems  they’re  having.  Then  I  think  that  that  sensitivity  gets  built 
in  and  it’s  not  as  easy  for  a  police  department  or  for  a  prosecutor  to  turn  his 
back  because  the  crime  was  committed  against  somebody  that  was  not 
heterosexual  ...  I  think  that  the  courts  have  just  got  to  play  a  heavier  role. 
DB:  You  have  criticized  the  mayor  on  a  couple  of  occasions  for  the  small 
salary  of  his  gay  community  liaison.  Does  that  mean  your  gay  community 
liaison  would  make  more  than  $14,000  a  year? 

JT:  My  gay  community  liaison  would  have  a  heavier  role  than  Mr. 
MacCormack  is  playing.  1  think  that  what  has  happened  to  Mr. 
MacCormack,  and  correct  me  if  you  have  a  different  opinion,  is  that  Mr. 
MacCormack  has  been  shelved  in  this  administration.  I  think  that  his  input 
is  minimal,  I  think  that  he  is  sort  of  the  token  gay  in  an  administration  that 
not  only  doesn’t  care  about  gays  or  their  special  problems,  but  doesn’t  care 
about  anything  but  perpetuating  their  own  employment.  I  think  that  the 
person  who  will  be  my  representative  to  the  gay  community  will  also  have 
other  duties,  other  than  just  being  floated  out  when  they  needed  a  gay  to 
speak  for  the  administration.  He  or  she  will  have  heavier  responsibilities  in 
my  administration. 

DB:  Would  you  sign  a  comprehensive  human  rights  ordinance  for  Boston? 

JT:  It’s  my  history.  If  I  support  human  rights  in  international  law,  I  surely 
would  support  one  for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  am  looked  at  nationally  as  one  of 
the  principal  spokesmen  for  the  cause  of  human  rights  where  my  family 
originally  came  from  [Ireland], 

DB:  Would  you  also  issue  an  executive  order  protecting  gays  from 
discrimination  in  city  employment? 

JT:  Yes.  ' 

DB:  One  of  the  other  problems  is  that  gay  people  don’t  have  any 
representation  on  the  City  Council  and  School  Committee  because  of  their 
structure. 

JT:  I  don’t  have  any  representation  on  the  Council  either.  There  are  no 
people  on  the  City  Council  who  represent  my  neighborhood;  in  fact,  there’s 
no  neighborhood  representation.  It  is  a  process  that  can’t  work  —  that  and 
the  School  Committee.  I  would  change  it  by  districts. 

DB:  All  by  districts? 

JT:  All  by  districts.  Some  people  like  to  classify  me  as  a  weathervane.  I  don’t 
mind  that  as  long  as  the  point  is  aimed  at  people  —  I  don’t  care  how  many 
times  it  twirls  around.  1  support  an  all-neighborhood  City  Council  and 
School  Committee,  but  if  somebody  came  around  and  said  you  had  to  take 


The  younger  whites  are  not  necessarily  any 
more  or  less  bigoted  than  their  parents.  .  .  .  But 
in  sexual  preferences,  and  in  understandings  of 
those  social  changes,  there’s  been  an  enormous 
jump. 


DB:  The  mayor  basically  runs  the  county  budget  as  well  as  the  city.  Many 
in  the  community  feel  that  our  worst  enemy  was  former  Suffolk  County 
District  Attorney  Garrett  Byrne,  who  left  office  on  January  1.  The  county 
had  a  “hotline”  [in  December,  1977]  to  turn  people  in.  Where  was  the 
mayor  when  that  was  going  on? 

KHW:  Well,  I’ve  got  to  tell  you  —  1  was  nowhere  —  probably  running  for 
cover.  I  liked  Garry.  I  was  an  assistant  D.A.  under  him  ...  1  love  my  wife, 
but  she’s  the  world’s  worst  cook  ...  I  have  the  best  public  works 
commissioner  in  the  country,  but  he  hates  to  clean  streets.  Do  you  think  I’m 
being  funny?  .  .  .  Garry  Byrne  is  a  guy  who  was  born  when  McKinley  was 
president.  He  is  83!  He  couldn’t  adjust  to  the  gay  community.  That  was 
beyond  him.  You’re  asking  too  much.  But  honest?  He  never  bagged  a  case.  1 
tried  cases  for  him  and  he  never  once  told  me  to  bag  a  case.  I  had  respect  for 
him  because  1  though  he  was  an  honest  D.A.  1  didn’t  even  want  him  to  run 
last  time,  but  1  just  believe  that  when  you’ve  been  with  a  guy,  and  he’s  given 
you  bread  once,  and  he’s  employed  you,  you  stay  with  him  if  he’s  honest.  I 
think  he’s  honest.  So  1  just  stayed  away  from  Garry.  It  was  a  fight.  I  never 
adopted  the  same  position.  I  had  diGrazia  on  the  other  side  during  the  same 
period  of  time.  But  111  be  honest  with  you  ...  I  wasn’t  going  to  hurt  him.  I 
wasn’t  going  to  make  a  public  horse’s  ass  out  of  him,  even  though  he  was 
closing  movies  left  and  right.  1  wasn't  going  to  hurt  him  —  he  was  too  old. 
How  is  Newman  [Flanagan,  Byrne’s  successor  as  D.A.]? 

DB:  He’s  more  efficient  than  Byrne. 

KHW:1  think  that  one  break  that  the  blacks  are  not  getting  —  the  Hispanics 
are  going  to  be  all  right  —  I  think  that  the  younger  generation  has  made  an 
enormous  jump  [on  sexual  preference  issues].  The  younger  whites  are  not 
necessarily  any  more  or  less  bigoted  than  their  parents  [on  racial  issues]. 
Maybe  there  are  some,  but  not  as  much.  But  in  sexual  preferences,  and  in 
understandings  of  those  social  changes,  there’s  been  an  enormous  jump.  I 
think  you’d  agree  with  that.  Absolutely.  Now,  if  I  bring  in  a  younger  person, 
a  younger  cop,  it  doesn’t  necessarily  mean  that  the  younger  cop  is  going  to  be 
more  racially  understanding.  It  probably  does  mean  that,  on  sexual 
preferences,  mores,  and  traditions,  hell  be  more  prone  to  roll  with  the 
punches.  That’s  easy  to  understand,  which  is  a  great  thing. 


one  with  a  combination  of  at-large  and  district,  or  the  status,  quo.  I’d 
obviously  opt  for  the  combination.  But  I’m  a  believer  in  that  form  of 
representation  —  pure  representation.  1  don’t  think  that  the  gay  community, 
my  community,  or  whatever  community  gets  representation. 

DB:  You  were  quoted  around  town  as  calling  Elaine  Noble  a  mental  midget. 
JT:  I  don’t  remember  having  said  that.  It’s  a  term  that  I  use,  but  I  don’t 
remember  having  made  reference  to  her  as  a  mental  midget.  1  will  say  that  1 
think  that  the  contributions  made  by  Elaine  Noble  when  she  was  a 
representative  were  ones  that  the  entire  gay  community  can  be  proud  of.  Her 
association  with  Kevin  White’s  administration  is  something  that  surprises 
me. 

DB:  Why’s  that? 

JT:  Because  she  knows  first-hand  what  Kevin  White  has  meant  to  her 
constituency  and  that  the  Kevin  White  administration  is  a  fraud  in  its 
support  of  people’s  needs. 

DB:  Could  you  describe  your  position  on  rent  control? 

JT:  Sure.  I  will  not  describe  my  position  on  rent  control.  David,  because  you 
know  it  as  well  as  a  lot  of  other  people.  But  let  me  give  you  my  housing 
philosophy,  and  the  housing  policy  that  we’ve  outlined.  It  starts  with  one 
principal  component:  protection.  That’s  exactly  what  I  said  in  front  of  the 
real  estate  board.  My  housing  policy  starts  with  protection. 

DB:  Yes,  but  protection  for  theGreater  Boston  Real  Estate  Board  is  not  the 
same  as  protection  for  urban  residents  from  condominium  conversion. 

JT:  Then  when  you  look  at  the  rest  of  the  equation,  we  look  at  the  rest  of  that 
protection  meaning  rent  control,  having  strong  guidelines  for 
condominiums  —  including  a  certificate  from  the  rent  control  board.  It 
starts  now  with  the  abolition  of  vacancy  decontrol,  which  I  daresay  even 
some  aggressive  people  view  as  not  being  pro-rental  housing  agency. 

DB:  Did  you  authorize  a  sticker  that  said  “DUMP”  to  be  placed  over  Mayor 
White’s  signs? 

JT:  No. 

DB:  Would  you  agree  to  gay  representation  on  some  of  the  city  agencies  and 
commissions,  such  as  the  Commission  on  the  Status  of  Women  and  the  Drug 
Abuse  Council? 

JT:  Sure,  I  believe  in  that  kind  of  access  and  participation. 

DB:  Those  are  all  things  that  the  present  administration  has  done  for  gays. 
What  then,  would  you  do  for  gays  that  the  current  administration  has  not  or 
has  not  been  good  at? 

JT:  1  think  that  Robin  MacCormack’s  position  with  the  administration  tells 
the  true  story  of  the  Kevin  White  administration.  ...  If  you  dissent 
philosophically,  as  did  Mr.  MacCormack  on  the  vote  at  the  Ward  Five 
committee,  he  is  now  the  first  exiled  gay  we  have  in  Boston  (see  GCN  Vol.  7, 
No.  6).  I  don’t  think  it’s  helpful  to  have  the  gay  community’s  representation 
at  City  Hall  to  be  in  exile.  That’s  the  colossal  difference  between  Timilty  and 
White.  I  appreciate  dissent  —  that’s  one  of  the  beauties  of  our  society  is  that 
there’s  something  different  about  us.  1  don't  think  it  would  be  any  fun  if 
everybody  were  made  the  same.  • 

DB:  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  like  to  add? 

JT:  A  question  has  been  made  on  my  vote  on  Judge  Bonin.  My  vote  had 
absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  his  conduct  at  a  speech.  1  voted  on  the  basis  of 
a  situation  that  happened  in  his  office,  on  the  testimony  of  a  signed  affidavit 
of  a  person  working  in  his  office.  [Francis  X.  Orfanello,  Bonin’s  aide, 
accused  him  of  forcing  him  to  lie  under  oath.]  And  about  Elaine  Noble:  I 
think  that  Elaine  Noble  sold  out  —  to  the  Kevin  White  machine  —  sold  out 
her  gay  constituency  as  well  as  the  community  she  used  to  represent,  in 
exchange  for  $30,000,  which  is  not  far  from  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver. 
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“Northeast  of  the  Comer  of  Your  Mouth” 


Roosevelt  and  Hickok  in  the  Virgin  Islands,  1934 


By  Michael  Bronski 

Word  is  out!  Eleanor  Roosevelt 
was  a  lesbian.  Or  so  it  seemed  on 
Sunday,  Oct.  21  when  the  New 
York  Times  published  a  long  fea¬ 
ture  article  detailing  her  relation¬ 
ship  with  Lorena  Hickok,  a  close 
woman  friend.  A  forthcoming 
biography  of  Hickok  uses 
their  extensive  correspondence  as 
source  material. 

Within  two  days,  historians, 
family  apologists,  and  news 
commentators  had  moved  in  and 
any  doubt  was  cleared  up.  There 
was  no  “relationship”  —  it  was  a 
friendship.  The  explicitly 
emotional  and  passionate  letters 
were  not  love  letters  —  they  were 
merely  effusive  (this  word  is  so 
over-used  by  the  apologists,  and 
so  knee-jerk,  you  would  think 
they  had  a  copyright  on  it.)  And  if 
that  weren’t  enough, every  one  is 
dragging  out  any  bit  of  hetero¬ 
sexual  gossip  that  they  can 
remember  about  the  First  Lady. 
One  thing  is  clear:  only  queers  and 
Republicans  are  going  to  be  happy 
about  this  news. 

Until  the  Lorena  Hickok  bio¬ 
graphy  is  published  it  will  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  actually  assess  the  letters 
and  the  relationship  between  the 
women.  The  information  that  we 
know  now  is  sketchy,  but  reveal¬ 
ing.  Lorena  first  met  Eleanor  in 
1928.  Hickok  was  a  political  re¬ 
porter  assigned  to  Washington  for 
the  Associated  Press  and 
Roosevelt  was  working  on  her 
husband’s  presidential  campaign. 
The  letters  start  in  late  October  of 
1932.  Hickok  spent  most  of  her 
time  reporting  on  the  activities  of 
Roosevelt.  She  continued  this 
until  the  inauguration  in  1933.  She 
left  her  AP  job  and  that  summer 
was  appointed  confidential  obser¬ 


ver  for  Henry  L.  Hopkins,  the 
Federal  Relief  Administrator. 

It  was  during  this  time  that  the 
letters  between  them  were  most 
intense: 

March  5,  1933.  “Hick,  my  dear¬ 
est.  I  cannot  go  to  bed  tonight 
without  a  word  to  you.  I  felt  a  lit¬ 
tle  as  though  a  part  of  me  was 
leaving  tonight.  You  have  grown 
so  much  a  part  of  my  life  that  it 
is  empty  without  you  even  though 
I’m  busy  every  minute. 

March  6,  1933.  “Hick  darling. 
Ah,  how  good  it  is  to  hear  your 
voice.  It  was  so  inadequate  to  try 
and  tell  you  what  it  meant.  Funny 
was  what  I  couldn’t  say  je  t’aime 
et  je  t’adore  as  I  long  to  do,  but 
always  remember  I  am  saying  it, 
that  I  go  to  sleep  thinking  of 
you.” 

March  7,  1933.  “Hick,  darling 
...  Oh,  I  want  to  put  my  arms 
around  you.  I  ache  to  hold  you 
close.  Your  ring  is  a  great  com¬ 
fort.  I  look  at  it  and  think  she 
does  love  me,  or  I  wouldn’t  be 
wearing  it.” 

These  are  the  few  excerpts  that  the 
papers  have  reprinted.  It  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  tell  right  now  what  the  rest 
of  their  massive  —  over  3,000 
letters  —  correspondance  was 
like.  The  Boston  Globe  quoted 
small  portions  of  some  letters.  In 
one,  Hickok  spoke  of  “wanting  to 
kiss  the  soft  spot  northeast  of  the 
corner  of  your  mouth.” 

The  friendship  between  the  two 
women  lasted  over  thirty  years, 
until  Eleanor’s  death  in  1962. 
They  spent  a  good  deal  of  time 
together  and  managed  to  take 
several  trips.  In  1940  Hickok  be¬ 
came  the  director  for  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  National  Committee.  She 
often  stayed  at  the  White  House 
during  this  time.  During  the  fifties 
she  helped  Roosevelt  with  writing 
projects  and  they  collaborated  on 


a  book  together  in  1954.  In  the 
mid-fifties  Hickok  moved  to  Hyde 
Park  (where  the  Roosevelt  estate 
of  the  same  name  was  located) 
and  lived  there  until  her  death. 

Could  all  this  have  happened  in 
such  veiled  secrecy  that  no  one 
knew  about  it?  It  was  known  in 


Washington  circles  that  Mrs. 
Roosevelt  was  aware  of  her  hus¬ 
band’s  affair  with  her  social  secre¬ 
tary,  Lucy  Page  Mercer,  in  1918. 
The  couple  decided  not  to  divorce 
but  to  lead  separate  lives.  One  of 
the  letters  from  Eleanor  to  Lorena 
hints  that  there  may  also  have 


been  gossip  about  them: 

Nov.  27,  1933.  “Dear  one,  and  so 
you  think  they  gossip  about  us, 
well  they  must  at  least  think  that 
we  stand  separation  rather  well! 

I  am  always  so  much  more  opti¬ 
mistic  then  you  are  —  I  suppose 
because  I  care  so  little  what  “they 
say’.” 

While  discussing  a  rather  messy 
Washington  divorce  Roosevelt 
added:  “One  cannot  hide  things 
in  this  world,  can  one?  How  lucky 
you  are  not  a  man!” 

Hickok  left  her  letters  to  the 
Roosevelt  estate  with  the  stipula¬ 
tion  that  they  not  be  examined 
until  ten  years  after  her  death, 
which  was  in  1968.  There  was  a 
proviso  that  the  library  director 
and  estate  could  withhold  any 
letters  that  might  be  used  to  “em- 
barass,  harass,  or  injure  any  living 
person”  and  some  letters  have 
been  put  aside  until  1988  for 
further  examination. 

Both  Lorena  Hickok  and 
Eleanor  Roosevelt  were 
tremendously  vital,  intelligent, 
energetic,  and  forceful  women. 
There  is  probably  much  in  their 
relationship  (and  the  letters)  of  in¬ 
terest  and  relevance  to  historians 
and  anyone  interested  in  the  lives 
of  women.  What  is  very  telling, 
however,  is  the  absolute  terror  in 
the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  living 
when  the  dreaded  spector  of  “les¬ 
bianism”  is  mentioned. 

These  responses,  and  the  ques¬ 
tions  that  they  raise,  have  a  rele¬ 
vance  that  extends  far  beyond  the 
relationship  of  Hickok  and 
Roosevelt.  Deep  seated  homo¬ 
phobia  is  present  in  the  traditional 
methods  of  thinking  used  by  those 
arts  that  we  gravely  call  the 
“humanities.”  Whether  it  be  his- 
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tory,  literary  criticism,  art,  or 
music,  presumed  heterosexuality 
(and  with  that,  love  of  family  and 
all  the  structures  that  go  with  it)  is 
the  rule.  One  only  need  look  at  the 
responses  to  the 

Roosevelt/Hickok  affair  to  see 
the  extent  of  this. 

Perhaps  the  most  telling  remark 
is  by  Franklin  Roosevelt  Jr.,  Elea¬ 
nor’s  son  and  literary  executor. 
When  he  was  denied  access  to  the 
manuscript  of  the  Hickok  bio¬ 
graphy  he  responded:  *7  am  irri¬ 
tated  that  they  have  used  property 
that  is  mine.  But  until  I  know  how 
they’ve  used  it,  I’m  forced  to  sit 
and  wait”  (italics  mine).  Even 
after  death,  a  woman  still  belongs 
to  her  family.  Once  his  temper 
had  died  down  he  began  explain¬ 
ing  the  letters  as  a  problem  of 
“style”:  “Remember,  my  mother 
was  brought  up  in  an  era  when 
children  read  the  Brontes  and  read 
Jane  Austen,  and  they  adapted 
that  effusive  form  of  writing.” 

Never  mind  the  fact  that  a  Jane 
Austen  character  would  never  use 
such  passionate  dialogue;  never 
mind  the  fact  that  Austen  and  the 
Brontes  have  completely  different 
writing  styles  and  approaches  to 
life/literature;  never  mind  the  fact 
that  Eleanor  may  have  spent  her 
childhood  reading  Elsie  Dinsmore 
and  John  Milton:  Roosevelt  and 
Hickok  wrote  their  letters  in  the 
mid-twentieth  century.  They  were 
mature  women  with  emotions  that 
did  not  need  to  be  expressed  in  a 
overwrought  flowery  style  that 
implied  anything  but  what  they 
meant.  Roosevelt  also  states  that 
his  mother  was  of  a  generation  of 
great  letter  writers  —  thus  the 
ornateness.  Not  very  convincing, 
especially  given  the  fact  that  the 
letters  are  filled  with  numerous  re¬ 
ferences  to  telephone  conversa¬ 
tions. 

There  was  apparently  a  quick 
family  meeting  after  the  first  reve¬ 
lation  of  the  letters,  because  every 
family  member  interviewed  by  the 
press  has  said  that  the  letters  are 
“just  effusive,”  by  which  they 
mean  that  the  letters  don’t  really 
mean  what  they  say:  that  “love” 
is  really  “friendship,”  that 
“passion”  is  really  “loyalty,”  and 
that  “sex”  is  anything  but  “sex.” 
Lorena  just  had  this  friendly, 
loyal,  non-sexual  thing  about  the 
“soft  spot  northeast  of  the  corner 
of  Eleanor’s  mouth.” 

Once  the  family  had  their  say, 
the  professional  historians 
descend  like  birds  of  prey.  Dead 
peoples’  lives  are  their  stock  and 
trade,  and  they  are  the  authorities. 
Arthur  Schlesinger,  Jr.  wrote  a 
piece  for  the  Washington  Post. 
An  avid  heterosexual  (he  had  a 
reputation  when  teaching  at  Har¬ 
vard  during  the  fifties  of  looking 
up  his  female  students’  skirts),  his 
recent  life  of  Robert  Kennedy  is 
filled  with  vicious  remarks  against 
homosexuals,  most  noteably  Gore 
Vidal,  James  Baldwin,  and 
Truman  Capote.  It  is  not  surpris¬ 
ing  that  he  dismissed  the  notion  of 
any  sexual  relationship  between 
the  two  women  as  nonsense.  He 
has  also  written  several  times  on 
how  horrible  it  is  that  homo¬ 
sexuals  have  ruined  the  word 
“gay”  for  the  rest  of  the  world. 
(Gay  historian  Allan  Berube  has  a 
neat  rejoinder  to  this  all-to- 
common  argument:  “Have  any 
of  these  people  ever  complained 
about  the  misuse  of  the  word 
‘queer’?”) 

Historian  Tamara  Hareven  (she 
teaches  at  Clark  and  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versities)  is  the  author  of  a  bio¬ 
graphy  of  Eleanor  Roosevelt  and 
dismisses  the  sexual  suggestion  as 
“just  ridiculous”  and  “ignorant 
of  the  historical  context  in  which 
they  lived.”  Does  she  mean  that 
lesbianism  did  not  exist  before  the 
1970s?  That  president’s  wives 
can’t  be  homosexual?  That  a 
wealthy  woman  from  a  patrician 


Roosevelt  at  the  1960  Democratic 
Convention  in  Los  Angeles 

American  family  could  not  love  a 
“career  woman”?  I  suspect  that 
the  ignorance  lies  a  little  closer  to 
home. 

Harevan’s  speciality  is  history 
of  the  family  (talk  about  a  hetero¬ 
sexual  bias).  It’s  a  matter  of 
common  sense  that  you  get  the 
answers  you  want  by  asking  the 
right  questions.  If  you  study  the 
family  you  are  not  going  to  find 
out  about  gay  people.  Two  years 
ago,  Harevan  lectured  at  the 
American  Historical  Association 
Conference  about  life  in  Boston’s 
roominghouses  at  the  turn  of  the 
century.  She  reported  at  length 
upon  the  marriage  and  birth 
records  that  were  available. 
Needless  to  say,  since  most  of  the 
people  living  in  roominghouses 
were  single  (families  lived  in  either 
homes  or  tenements,  depending 
upon  class)  there  was  little 
information  in  the  marriage  and 
birth  files.  Asked  if  she  had  inves¬ 
tigated  instances  of  homosexual¬ 
ity,  she  replied  that  “there  was  no 
evidence  of  homosexuality,  what¬ 
soever.”  That,  apparently;  was 
that.  For  Hareven,  a  sexual  or 
erotic  relationship  between  the 
two  women  would  be  “just  ridicu¬ 
lous”  because  she  does  not  con¬ 
sider  it  an  option.  Even  when 
given  the  evidence,  historians  like 
Hareven  cannot  consider  the 
possibilities. 

Rhoda  Lerman  has  written 
three  novels.  Her  first  ( Call  Me 
Ishtar)  was  clever,  her  second 
(The  Girl  That  He  Marries)  was 
appalling,  her  third  (Eleanor)  was 
a  fictionalized  life  of  the  First 
Lady.  Lerman,  at  least  admits  — 
after  three  and  a  half  years’  re¬ 
search  —  that  there  are  hints  of 
lesbianism  in  Roosevelt’s  life  but 
quickly  adds:  “I  suspect  it  was 
more  a  case  of  girl  scout  camp 
stuff  —  or  a  girl’s  soccer  team, 
you  know,  where  they  all  have 
names  like  P.J.  —  than  anything 
physical.” 

How  puzzling,  sad,  and  frigh¬ 
tening  that  a  feminist  like  Lerman 
feels  that  she  has  to  reduce  one  of 
the  most  dynamic  women  of  the 
twentieth  century  to  a  giggling 
school  girl. 

Further  remarks  by  Lerman  are 
even  more  puzzling.  They  seem  to 
slip  out  without  her  realizing  what 
they  sound  like.  “Some  of 
Eleanor’s  closest  friends  were 
women  couples,  not  necessarily 
lesbians.  You  have  to  remember 
Eleanor  Roosevelt  learned  a  lot 
from  them,  about  labor,  for  ex¬ 
ample.”  She  recalls  that  Roose¬ 
velt’s  daughter  Anna  once  told  her 
that  “the  women  at  Val-Kill  [the 
family  home]  were  very  avant 
garde.”  Instead  of  taking  the  hint, 
Lerman  preferred  to  think  that 
Anna  was  just  trying  to  shock  her. 

When  one  (unnamed)  relative 
actually  stated  that  some  of  these 
women  were  trying  to  seduce 
Eleanor,  Lerman  replies: 

I  remember  one  woman,  a  cute 

little  blonde,  or  whom  1  had  heard 

hints  of  intimacy  with  Eleanor 

Roosevelt.  I  investigated  thor¬ 


oughly  and  she  turned  out  to  be  an 

absolutely  lovely  woman  —  it  was 

a  healthy,  healthy  situation. 
Lerman  is  also  quick  to  state  that 
Roosevelt  was  quite  the  active 
heterosexual  and  remarks,  regard¬ 
ing  an  alleged  boyfriend:  “Cer¬ 
tainly  the  trooper,  who  was  a  gas 
station  attendent  when  she  found 
him,  was  absolutely  gorgeous,  a 
stallion,  and  stupid.  I  formed  my 
opinions  on  things  told  to  me  by 
neighbors  and  the  best  friends  of 
people’s  wives.”  This  is  history 
that  prefers  second  hand  gossip  to 
first-hand  documentation. 

This  heterosexual  baiting  is 
shabby  enough,  but  Lerman 
throws  in  a  final  touch  that  insults 
Roosevelt’s  feminism,  integrity, 
and  decency:  “A  lot  of  people 
believe  her  close  friendships  with 
women  was  merely  sand  to  throw 
in  people’s  faces.  I  myself  believed 
she  preferred  men,  young  and 
handsome.”  Perhaps  Eleanor  and 
Lorena  invented  all  those  letters 
so  that  no  one  would  ever  suspect 
their  heterosexual  affairs.  That  — 
given  the  historical  context  and 
the  melodramatic  style  in  which 
they  are  written  —  is  the  most 
plausible  explanation! 

After  all  of  the  letters  are  read, 
the  documentation  noted,  and 
questions  raised  and  answered,  we 
may  still  never  know  if  Eleanor 
and  Lenora  had  a  physical  erotic/ 
sexual  relationship.  It  doesn’t 
matter.  They  obviously  loved  one 
another;  there  was  passion,  deeply 
felt  and  running  strong.  If  they 
never  actually  “did  it”  (one  hopes 
they  did),  does  that  make  them 
any  less  lesbian?  Quibbling  over 
the  actual  physicality  of  a  rela¬ 
tionship  is  a  heterosexual  ploy  to 
deny  and  draw  attention  away 
from  the  realities  of  same  sex  love. 
We  are  left  with  a  stunted  view  of 
the  powerful  force,  dexterity,  and 
imagination  of  eroticism.  As  long 
as  sexuality  is  understood  only  as 
reproductive  (heterosexual),  ho¬ 
moerotic  relationships  will  inevi¬ 
tably  be  misunderstood  no  matter 
what  the  historical  context.  The 
hysteria,  misunderstandings,  de¬ 
nials  and  lies  surrounding  the 
revelation  of  the  Roosevelt/Hic¬ 
kok  affair  are  present  throughout 
all  of  history. 

From  ancient  times,  the  mo¬ 
ment  lesbianism  or  homosexuality 
is  suspected  in  a  public  figure  or 
artist,  the  .“whitewashing” 
begins.  Sappho  —  and  even  if 
most  of  her  work  did  not  survive 
the  censors,  at  least  her  name  did 
—  flung  herself  from  a  cliff  for 
unrequited  love  of  a  man.  Emily 
Dickinson  was  a  recluse  because 
she  loved  a  man  and  he  didn’t  love 
back.  Virginia  Woolf  was 
“frigid”  and  “sexually  retarded” 
(according  to  her  biographer  and 
nephew  Quentin  Bell).  Walt  Whit¬ 
man  was  a  nurse,  so  no  wonder  he 
cared  so  much  for  his  fellow  man. 
Mary  Woolley,  president  of  Mt. 
Holyoke  College,  and  Jeanette 
Marks,  a  professor  there,  were 
companions  for  almost  fifty  years, 
yet  their  biographer,  Anna  Mary 
Wells,  who  announces  in  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  her  book  that  she 
“found  herself  less  tolerant  of 
sexual  deviance  then  I  had  sup¬ 
posed”  believes  that  they  “volun¬ 
tary  renounced  all  physical  con¬ 
tact.”  (A  conclusion  that  must 
have  afforded  Ms.  Wells  great 
relief). 

In  her  excellent  essay, 
“  ‘Women  Alone  Stir  My  Imagi¬ 
nation’:  Lesbianism  and  the  Cul¬ 
tural  Tradition”  (Signs  4/4) 
Blanche  Wiesen  Cook  aptly  notes: 
“History  tends  to  bury  what  it 
seeks  to  reject.”  She  records  the 
histories  of  several  lesbians  — 
Virginia  Woolf,  Radclyffe  Hall, 
Gertrude  Stein,  Natalie  Clifford 
Barney  —  and  shows  that  even 
when  first  hand  documentation 
and  original  sources  are  present, 
the  facts  are  still  distorted. 
Sexuality  is  denied:  lives  are  re- 
Continued  on  Page  21 


Damon  &  Pythias 
Gertrude  &  Alice 
Fold  &  Stuff 


on  fridays 
at  five 

gay  community  news 


The  Pick  of 
Saint  Nick... 

is  a  slocking  hand 

crocheted  by  me.  Ready 
for  you  to  hang  from  the 
mantel  and  fill  with  Christ¬ 
mas  goodies.  Handmade 
m  washable  yarns,  12"  long 
6"  wide  in  bright  red,  green 
and  white.  $15.95  Post¬ 
paid.  Satisfaction 
Guaranteed, 

Aunt  Reinnie's  Handmades 
41  Brewster  St: 

I  Portsmouth.  NH 
S**  03801 


Own  A  Business? 

Know  Someone  Who  Does? 

GCN  Display  Ads  Work! 

Write  or  call  for  a  rate  card  today. 

(617)  426-4469 

10%  off  with  initial  pre-paid  order 


Allen  M.Commeau 

Financial  &  Accounting 
Sendees 

General  ledger  write-ups  and  tax  returns 

45  West  Newton  St.  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02118 

61 7/247-2371 


David  Seil  Associates  Inc. 


Psychiatric  and  Psychologic  services  for  adults 
Individual,  Couple,  and  Group  therapy 
Psychologic  testing  and  career  counseling 


David  Seil  M.D.,  Director 


Located  in  Back  Bay  and  South  End  536-2665 


Dr.  Stephen  G.  Golburgh 
and  associates  offer: 

Psychotherapeutic  and  hypnotic  help 
for  individuals,  groups  and  couples; 
Career  guidance 


1330  Beacon  St.  Suite  324 
Brookline,  Massachusetts 

734-6996  or  739-1252 


GAY->HEALTH^LESBIAN 

At  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  we  look  out 
for  our  brothers  and  sisters. 

Gynecology,  colds,  VD,  hypertension,  nutrition  .  .  . 
For  young  &  old. 

By  lesbian  &  gay  male  medical  providers. 

By  appointment  Mon.-Fri.  days  and  Mon.  evening. 
Walk-in  VD  session  Wed.  6:30-8  p.m. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Hayiland  St.,  Boston,  MA  (617)  267-7573 
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“Runs  Again” 

For  Cambridge  School 
Committee  #1 


Paid  for  by  the  Sara  Mae  Berman  re-election  committee 
Bea  Patterson,  Treasurer  234  Brattle  Street,  Cambridge 


Bottomless  Salad  Bar,  Homemade  Soups, 
Quiches,  Chili,  Lasagna  Champignon, 
Hamburgers,  Eggplant  Parmigiana, 
Blended  Fruit  Juice  Drinks,  Desserts. 


Take  a  Friend  to  Lunch! 


Two  for  one  offer  good  with  this  ad  at  both 
locations  12pm-4pm  through  November  15,  1979 

41  Charles  St.  Beacon  Hill  “The  Garage”  Harvard  Sq. 
Boston,  Mass.  723-7537  Cambridge,  Mass.  661-8979 

Open  7  Days  &  7  Nights 

*Not  valid  in  Cambridge 
location  on  Saturday 


67  DESIGN  and  CONSTRUCTION  INC 


67 centre  st  roxbury  mass 

LIC  BUILDER 
427  1622 

space  planning  and  design 


GCN  needs  proofreaders 
Wednesday  andThursday 
morning  and  afternoons. 


Volunteers  should  have 
a  solid  knowledge  of 
grammar  and  spelling 
and  an  eye  for  detail. 

Call  426-8752  and 
ask  for  Eric  or  Amy. 


Do  something  rewarding.  Volunteer  a  few  hours 
to  help  others  in  need.  For  more  information  call 
ACCESS  at  876-9455  between  9  a.m.  and  10  p.m. 

Share  a  little  bit  of  yourself  and  make  the 
world  a  better  place.  Become  an  ACCESS 
volunteer.  Call  876-9455. 


Who’jfdejt? 


m  Odyssey  of  a  Unicom — 

Lions  and  Tigers  and  Bears 


By  Nancy  Walker 

Have  you  all  turned  blue 
holding  your  collective  breath, 
waiting  to  hear  the  further  adven¬ 
tures  of  the  one-horned  beast  in 
search  of  other  zoological  oddities 
in  San  Diego???  Exhale.  The  stage 
is  set.  It  is  Sunday,  August  12.  My 
sother  and  I  have  finally  rested 
briefly  after  tearing  (as  quickly  as 
the  poor  old  VW  would  allow) 
across  the  country,  and  are  about 
to  descend  upon  the  Zoo.  The  sky 
is  overcast.  It  is  cool.  I  am  tickled 
because  I  can’t  stand  the  heat,  but 
I  don’t  realize  that  the  heat  is 
necessary  to  my  enjoyment  of  this 
particular  tourist  attraction. 

Even  before  we  reach  the  en¬ 
trance  gates  we  think  we  have 
fallen  into  a  tropical  paradise. 
Lush  vegetation  catches  our  eyes 
at  every  glance,  and  everything 
seems  a  little  unreal,  a  little  too 
beautiful  and  Clean.  We  think  it 
will  vanish  like  a  dream  if  we 
approach  too  close,  but  it  doesn’t 
vanish.  It  stays  and  tantalizes. 
There  is  even  a  rain  forest,  com¬ 
plete  with  exotic  birds.  We’ve  seen 
a  lot  of  zoos,  but  nothing  so  vast 
and  all-of-a-piece  wonderful  as 
this.  We  are  completely  en¬ 
raptured. 

As  soon  as  we  pass  through  the 
turnstile,  we  dash  off  to  see  the 
Koala  bear,  to  find  only  the  tiniest 
portion  of  his  adorable  behind 
poking  out  among  the  leaves  of 
his  eucalyptus  tree.  The  rest  of 
him  is  totally  concealed  by  the  fol¬ 
iage.  I  assume  he’ll  be  more  socia¬ 
ble  later  in  the  day,  and  we  pro¬ 
ceed  to  our  study  of  the  zoo’s 
other  residents.  My  spirits  are 
high.  I  am  very  excited.  After  all. 


this  is  one  of  the  primary  reasons 
for  our  trek  across  The  USA.  I 
buy  an  ice  cream  bar  from  a 
vending  machine  and  we  pay  a  call 
on  the  snake  house  while  awaiting 
the  next  seal  show.  The  snakes  are 
various,  beautiful  and  new  —  to 
us,  at  any  rate.  They  shine  sensu¬ 
ously,  most  of  them  coiled  in  ele¬ 
gant  repose.  But  we  can’t  do 
much  more  than  cast  a  cursory 
glance  snakeward  because  seal¬ 
time  arrives. 

The  seals  are  charming,  clever, 
highly  vocal,  and  unmanageable. 
They  will  not  perform  their  “be¬ 
haviors”  (“tricks,”  no  offense  in¬ 
tended,  seems  to  be  a  no-no  word, 
like  “chairman”).  One  of  them, 
John,  is  coming  of  age  and  the 
other  bulls  are  raising  hell  because 
their  sexual  superiority  is  threat¬ 
ened.  We  barely  escape  seeing  a 
battle  royal. 

From  the  seals,  we  run  back  to 
the  Koala  bear’s  compound,  but 
he  is  no  longer  there.  The  tree  is 
untenanted.  I  am  woefully  disap¬ 
pointed,  but  we  have  scheduled 
two  days  for  the  San  Diego  Zoo  so 
I  think  “Tomorrow  will  be 
better,”  and  light  out  for  the 
elephants. 

All  the  residents  of  the  zoo  are 
housed  in  surroundings  as  natural 
for  them  as  the  zoo  can  arrange. 
The  elephants  have  a  large  area 
with  a  low  wall  around  it  (to  keep 
folks  like  me  out),  and  a 
swimming  pool.  One  of  the  beasts 
(all  females,  by  the  way.  Males  are 
too  intractable  to  exhibit,  so  they 
tell  me.)  is  splashing  like  a  happy 
child  in  the  jet  of  water.  She  puts 
each  enormous  foot,  in  turn, 
against  the  flow  and  makes  brilli¬ 


ant  rainbow  cascades  which  seem 
to  please  her  greatly.  Later  she 
simply  lies  down  in  the  pool  and 
rolls  about,  carefree  and  luxuriat¬ 
ing.  I  fall  in  love  with  her,  of 
course. 

At  the  opposite  end  of  the  en¬ 
closure  from  the  full-grown 
elephants,  were  three  youngsters 
playing  very  affectionately  with 
each  other,  nuzzling  and  “kiss¬ 
ing.”  I  thought  that,  given  the 
proper  encouragement,  they  could 
grow  up  to  be  super  dykes  indeed. 

We  leave  the  elephants  and 
stroll  on,  looking  at  more  than  we 
can  see,  until  it  is  time  to  catch  a 
bus  tour  which  takes  us  faster  and 
farther  than  we  can  walk,  past  ' 
most  of  the  exhibits.  The  driver 
tells  us  details  about  the  strange 
animals.  The  okapi,  for  instance, 
is  very  rare  ($100,000  worth  of 
rare),  and  looks  like  a  collision  be¬ 
tween  a  zebra  in  the  rear  and  a 
mule  in  the  front.  Its  mouth  is 
complicated  by  an  18-inch  long, 
bluish-green  tongue.  We  learn 
also,  to  our  mutual  horror,  that 
the  male  lion  does  not  do  anything 
for  a  living  except  his  sexist  thing, 
for  which  the  female  jyovides  him 
with  the  meat  she  kills  and  drags 
home  to  Papa.  However,  when  he 
can  no  longer  produce,  she  simply 
leaves  him  to  starve,  he  never 
having  learned  to  hunt  for  him¬ 
self.  So  much  for  heterosexuality 
and  the  “king  of  the  jungle.”  At 
least  at  the  zoo,  the  old  gentlemen 
lions  are  allowed  to  keep  on 
dining  even  after  fatherhood  is 
only  a  dim  memory. 

The  tour  is  over  shortly  before 
closing  time,  and  it  has  helped  us 
Continued  on  Page  17 
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FEATURING— 
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Oh  My! 

Continued  from  Page  16 

to  make  our  decisions  about  what 
to  return  to  on  the  following  day. 
We  leave. 

Monday  morning  comes,  grey 
and  cool  again.  We  jump  into 
Doodle  Bug  and  speed  out  to  the 
zoo.  Race  over  to  the  Koala  bear’s 
tree.  No  Koala  bear.  We  learn  that 
he  is  not  coming  out  to  play  today 
because  of  inclement  weather.  He 
is  very  delicate.  The  zoo  has 
already  lost  several  of  his  kind, 
and  Australia  will  not  send  any 
more.  Never.  No  more.  The  zoo 
has  no  choice  but  to  take  extra¬ 
ordinary  care  of  the  furry  trea¬ 
sures  that  remain.  My  disappoint¬ 
ment  is  manifest.  I  walk  away  and 
sit  on  a  bench  in  front  of  the  ele¬ 
phants,  and  cry  all  over  my  lunch. 
My  sother  disappears  after  ad¬ 
monishing  me  to  stay  where  I  am. 

I  remain  affixed  to  the  bench, 
seeking  solace  in  the  elephants. 
My  sother  returns,  glum.  She  has 
spoken  to  the  officials,  trying  to 
get  us  in  to  see  the  koala  bear,  but 
his  keeper  is  gone,  and  no  one  else 
has  any  authority  over  him.  She 
has  obtained-  the  keeper’s 
telephone  number. 

“What  good  is  that?”  ask  I,  in 
a  wee  little  voice.  “We’re  staying 
until  he  comes  out.  I  don’t  care 
how  long  it  takes.  We’ll  call  every 
day,  until  we  get  the  right 
answer.” 

“That  could  take  forever.  You 
know  about  California  weather. 
And  we  have  a  long  list  of  things 
to  do,  and  people  to  see,  and 
places  to  go,  and  we  can’t  spend 
any  more  time  in  San  Diego.” 

I  sniffle  for  emphasis.  No 
dice.  She  will  not  be  moved. 

We  spend  the  rest  of  the  zoo 
hours  closely  examining  some  of 
the  more  interesting  animals  that 


we  had  seen  on  the  bus  tour  the 
day  before.  Do  you  know  that 
rhinos  pee  straight  back  in  a  jet 
stream?  If  they  had  not  been 
provided  with  a  low  wall  to  do  it 
on, the  visitors  would  have  needed 
rain  coats.  Rhinos  are  also 
supposedly  either  black  or  white, 
but  they  actually  look  rather  beige 
or  grey,  and  not  one  of  them  was 
lavender. 

I  am  feeling  rather  listless  and 
am  trying  to  put  a  good  face  on  it. 
My  sother  buys  me  a  fluffy  white 
unicorn  with  a  golden  horn  and 
golden  hooves.  It  has  a  wistful  ex¬ 
pression. 

Tuesday  morning  seems  a  little 
brighter  and  warmer.  We  go  to 
what  has  become  our  breakfast 
hang-out.  She  leaves  me  at  the 
table  and  heads  for  the  pay 
phone.  I  hold  my  breath.  I  can 
read  the  results  on  her  face.  She  is 
smiling.  We  drive  back  to  the  zoo. 
He’s  there,  but  again  just  his  little 
bottom  protrudes  from  the  euca¬ 
lyptus  leaves.  However,  the 
keeper  has  revealed  his  habits.  He 
sleeps  from  11  a.m.  till  3  p.m., 
and  then  he’s  really  something  to 
see.  I  wander  around  the  zoo,  not 
really  concentrating.  The  weather 
is  getting  very  hot.  The  sun  is 
scorching. 

Three  o’clock  comes  and  I  am 
there,  waiting.  The  Koala  bear 
wakes  up  and  starts  to  move 
around,  blinking  his  eyes,  clinging 
to  his  tree  with  charming  tenacity. 
He  did  really  seem  about  to  say, 
“I  hate  Quantas.”  He  looks 
puzzled,  and  somewhat  annoyed 
at  the  intrusion  of  so  many  silly 
strangers,  all  poking  their  cameras 
in  his  direction  and  saying  inane 
things  like  “Isn’t  he  cunning?” 
His  compound  is  set  up  with  his 
tree  in  the  middle  of  a  lawn  which 
is  fenced,  to  keep  the  people  out. 


About  20  feet  from  the  tree  there’s 
a  covered  platform  with  a  railing. 
My  sother  and  I  are  on  the 
platform  along  with  countless 
others,  all  mad  about  our  little 
friend  in  the  tree.  I  overhear  many 
people  saying  that  they  have  been 
here  hundreds  of  times  (this  I  take 
to  be  an  exaggeration)  and  have 
never  seen  him  so  active.  He  is  by- 
now  climbing  about,  reaching  for 
leaves  and  putting  them  into  his 
mouth. 

Everything  about  him  is  round. 
He  has  round  ears,  a  round  face,  a 
very  round  posterior.  He  is 
delightfully  clumsy,  and  half  falls, 
half  jumps  out  of  the  tree  to 
scamper  along  on  the  grass.  We  all 
watch  him  in  fixed  admiration. 
Cameras  click  furiously.  I  long  for 
my  movie  camera  which  is  in  a 
state  of  disrepair  at  home.  I  long 
for  a  telephoto  lens  which  we  do 
not  own.  The  only  way  to  get  close 
enough  for  a  decent  picture  is  to 
hang  over  the  railing  or  stoop  or 
sit  down  and  get  between  the  bars. 
I  dapgle  precariously  over  the 
edge,  snapping  away.  My  sother 
and  I  take  turns  risking  life  and 
limb  in  order  to  record  the  antics 
of  this  endearing  creature.  My 
sother  finally  decides  she  has  to 
see  and  do  other  things,  and  I 
remain  for  the  rest  of  the  after¬ 
noon  with  my  new-found  friend, 
totally  contented. 

At  the  close  of  day,  we  stay 
after  everyone  else  has  gone.  We 
have  used  at  least  three  rolls  of  36 
exposure  film.  I  am  glowing  with 
happiness.  We  meet  the  young 
woman  who  has  come  to  take  the 
bear  from  his  tree  back  to  his 
indoor  home.  She  holds  his  sleepy 
form  up  so  we  can  take  some  final 
shots.  His  name  is  Coughdrop.  He 
is  eight  years  old.  He  has  given  me 
more  than  I  expected. 


GLENN  KOOCHER  ON  THE  RIGHTS  OF  STUDENTS,  PARENTS,  AND  STAFF 


Since  joining  the  Cambridge  School  Committee  in  197A,  Glenn  Koocher 

HAS  BEEN  THE  LEADING  ADVOCATE  FOR  PROTECTING  HUMAN  RIGHTS  OF  STUDENTS, 
PARENTS,  AND  EMPLOYEES  TO  CHOICE  IN  EDUCATIONAL  PLANS,  ACCESS  TO  ALL 
VITAL  PERSONAL  DATA,  CONFIDENTIALITY,  AND  PRIVACY. 

The  Student's  Bill  of  Rights  and  Responsibilities,  adopted  during  his 

FIRST  TERM  IN  OFFICE  CONTAINED  MANY  PROVISIONS  WRITTEN  BY  KOOCHER  TO 
GUARANTEE  CONFIDENTIALITY  OF  ACADEMIC  RECORDS,  ACCESS  BY  STUDENTS  TO 
ALL  SCHOOL  RECORDS  BEARING  HIS/HER  NAME,  AND  RIGHTS  TO  INCLUDE  AN 
UNEDITED  REBUTTAL  TO  ANY  PART  OF  THE  RECORD  AS  PART  OF  THE  PERMANENT 
DOCUMENT.  HlS  PROVISIONS  FORBIDDING  SUSPENSIONS  FROM  SCHOOL  WITHOUT 
PROPER  HEARINGS  PRECEEDED  THE  SUPREME  COURT  BY  TWO  YEARS. 


In  addition,  he  is  the  author  of  the  first  and  only  Bill  of  Rights 
for  Students  With  Speciai  Needs,  the  state  s  only  document  now  in 
force  protecting  students,  and  most  particularly  those  who  are  men¬ 
tally  retarded  or  emotionally  disturbed  from  excessive  discipline, 
corporal  punishment,  involuntary  confinement,  or  denial  of  such 
rights  as  meals,  recreation,  and  physical  education. 


He  is  the  author  of  the  Cambridge  School  Department  s  official 
policy  of  non-discrimination  presently  protecting  students,  fami¬ 
lies,  AND  EMPLOYEES  FROM  DISCRIMINATION  BASED  ON  ANY  FACTOR  NOT 
RELATED  TO  EDUCATION",  INCLUDING  RACE,  SEX,  SITUATION  OF  LIFE 
OR  LIFESTYLE  ,  RELIGION,  CREED,  OR  NATIONAL  ORAGIN.  He  HAS  BEEN 


INVOLVED  IN  ACTIVELY  ADVOCATING 


SEXUAL  PREFERENCES,  AN 

The  Legal  Rights  of 

FIRST  OF  ITS  KIND  IN 


D  IN  J.y// ,  nc  mu  i  nur\LU  int  nmuuuun 

omosexual  Teachers  in  Massachusetts  ,  the 
Iassachusetts. 


FOR  NON-DISCRIMINATION  BASED  ON 
HE  AUTHORED  THE  HANDBOOK, 


Koocher  is  a  lifetime  resident  of  Cambridge.  He  was  educated  in 
the  Cambridge  Public  Schools  and  Harvard  College  (B.A.  19/1).  He 

ALSO  HOLDS  A  MASTERS  DEGREE  IN  PUBLIC  ADMINISTRATION. 

BECAUSE  OF  PROPORTIONAL  REPRESENTATION,  I  NEED  YOUR  #  1  VOTE! 


Re-elect 

Glenn  S. 

KOOCHER  (D 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


RE-ELECT 
m  WYLIE 


Cambridge  City  Council 


Let’s  say  American  priorities  need  revision, 
To  reallocate  resources, 

Protect  the  environment, 

Control  arms, 

Control  nukes. 

Let’s  say  you  and  I  decided  not  to  wait 
For  the  “perfect”  President 
To  change  priorities,  and 
Overcome  our  collective  absence 
Of  Will,  nerve,  and  confidence. 

Where  would  we  begin? 

Cambridge — where  we  do  have  some  power, 
Gained  gradually  by  Civic  Association 
progressives. 

The  only  level  of  government  at  our 
effective  disposal. 

Where  human  needs  are  served, 

Or  neglected 

In  your  name  and  mine. 

Would  other  cities  join? 

Will  you  join? 

On  the  way 

We’ll  conserve  our  neighborhoods,  even 
Talk  with  the  neighbors — 

Build  consensus. 


The  foundation  is  laid  with 

—  Strong,  dependable  rent  control, 

—  Resistance  to  condo  displacements, 

—  Zoning  against  over  development, 

—  Building  jobs  and  tax  base  where  new 
development  belongs, 

—  Funding  the  arts  and  the  Food  Coop. 

Vision  helps .  .  .  imagination  .  .  . 

Read  Wylie’s  Reinventing  Democracy 


Voting  No.  LU  for  Wylie 
will  be  the  best  shot  you  get, 
in  American  politics  clear  shots 
don’t  come  often. 


David  Wylie  103  Fresh  Pond  Parkway  Cambridge,  Massachusetts 


ADVERTISE  .  .  . 

your  business;  your  bosses’  business. 

Support  GCN  .  Support  GCN  advertisers 

CALL  TODAY  FOR  RATES  61 7/426-7042 
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MARY  ELLEN  MAKES  A  DIFFERENCE 
YOU  CAN  MAKE  A  DIFFERENCE  TOO. 


“There  are  too  few  people 
like  Mary  Ellen  Preusser  in 
office.  ...  we  can’t  afford  to 
lose  the  one  we  have.” 

Barney  Frank 
State  Rep. 


“Mary  Ellen  Preusser  is  an 
advocate  of  Gay  Rights  and  a 
friend  to  a  lot  of  people  not 
represented  in  government. 

It  is  essential  that  she  be 
re-elected.”  Elaine  Noble 
Assistant  to  Mayor  White 


VOTE  MARY  ELLEN  PREUSSER  #1 
CAMBRIDGE  CITY  COUNCIL 
NOVEMBER  6 


TUB  COPT  GAiBTTB 


•  Layout  and  Design 

•  Typing 

•  Typesetting 

•  Business  Cards 

•  Rubber  Stamps 

•  Envelopes.  Stationery 

115  Water  St. 

Boston,  Mass.  02109 
(617)  426-4515 

We  Provide  Complete  Printing  Services 
To  Suit  All  Your  Printing  Needs 


•  Offset  Printing 
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Gay  Men ,  Mass / culinity 
and  Violence 


I  hear  ya 


Call  426-8752  and  ask  for  Eric  or  Amy 


By  Clover  Ceres 

A  new  escalation  of  masculinity 
is  upon  us.  Femaleness  is  being 
killed  off  in  my  brothers.  Female 
power  is  being  whitewashed  out  of 
the  experience  of  people  in  this 
society  and  replaced  by  make- 
believe  heroes:  superstud, 

superman  and  superbrute  — 
images  that  every  man  seems  to 
want  a  part  of. 

We  are  facing  the  brutal  deaths 
of  women.  As  a  man  raised  on 
media  where  the  good  guy  was 
nothing  more  than  a  cleaner  killer, 
a  suaver  lady-killer,  I  keep  facing 
the  sex-murderer  who  lingers  in 
my  own  mind.  As  a  faggot,  I  am 
his  potential  next  victim.  Inside  I 
bleed. 

The  gay  and  women’s  move¬ 
ments  have  shaken  up  too  much 
of  the  already  insecure  american 
mass-culinity.  The  anti-female 
backlash  pervades  all  classes, 
allowing  fraternity  to  grow  be¬ 
tween  rich  and  poor  men  and,  in 
more  macho-desperate  situations, 
between  usually  racist  white  men 
and  their  black  brothers.  Media  , 
and  advertising  are  using  this 
phenomenon  to  their  advantage. 

Gaymasculinity.  It’s  easy  for 
me  to  see  how  the  gay  butch  look 
is  a  way  to  express  being  queer 
and  proud.  However,  much  gay 
culture  today  is  not  queer  at  all 
but  a  getrichquick  scheme.  Het 
men  are  objectifying  our  fledgling 
culture  as  chic  and  homos  are 
cashing  in  on  gay  liberation  by 
being  “out”  as  respectable, 
wealthy  gays.  I  look  to  my  street 
and  bar  fag  brothers  for  some 
inspiration  in  the  face  of  this. 

Rita  Mae  Brown  called  butch- 
cloning  an  insult  to  the  working 
class.  Macho  being  old-hat  in  my 
life,  I  look  to  my  working  class 
boyhood  and  those  roots  of 
butch-ery.  Part  of  me  feels  like  I 
am  getting  ripped  off  and  denied 
even  further.  The  “working  class 
look”  has  hit  fashion  mags. 

Gay  male  culture  isn’t  looking 
past  its  infatuation  with  sex  to  see 
whether  it  is  participating  in  patri¬ 
archal  control  over  lesbians  and 
all  women.  Is  this  a  fashion  trend 
too?  Is  this  ok  americanboy 
behavior  part  of  sexual  and 
mental  control? 

I’m  thinking  of  how  important 
it  is  for  gay  men  who  are  butch  or 
masculine  identified  to  now  take 
full  responsibility  for  the  images 
they  project  to  the  community 
and  the  society,  just  as  drag 
queens  and  other  effeminates  have 
had  to  do  for  years.  It  is  impor¬ 
tant  for  butch  men  to  realize  that 
many  people,  especially  younger 
men  who  are  still  forming  their 
sexual  self-images,  look  toward 
men  who  seem  to  have  social 
power  for  clues  about  what 
choices  to  make  for  “becoming 
men.” 

You  may  be  doing  this  butch 
thing  because  it  is  a  gay  thing,  but 
it  can  look  heterosexual.  Those 
who  like  to  look  butch  as  a  part  of 
their  homo-expression  could 
include  other  ways  of  acting  gay 
and  showing  homosexual  love  and 
affection  in  their  personal  and 
public  lives.  If  butchness  is  erotic 
for  butch  men,  then  that  can  be 
expressed  to  the  community  and 
to  the  het  society.  This  could  be  a 
chance  for  gaymen  to  take  up  the 
challenge  and  make  stands  against 
masculine  behavior  that  connects 
to  violence. 

Gay  and  Male: 

A  Process  for  Us  All 

I  don’t  want  you,  my  newly 
butch  brothers,  to  deny  your 
female  side.  And  I  don’t,  as  many 
of  you  might  snap  to  think,  want 
you  to  deny  your  male  side  either. 
As  men  in  this  society,  we  have  the 
opportunity  either  to  change  the 


patriarchal  definition  of  maleness 
or  to  participate  in  patriarchal 
control  over  the  lives  of  women, 
and  of  many  men,  in  all  classes 
and  of  all  races.  Remember,  they 
once  used  us  as  bundles  of  faggots 
for  burning  millions  of  women  as 
witches.  All  of  us  have  a  stake  in 
the  male  identity,  fern  and  butch 
(yes,  ferns  are  men).  We  cannot  be 
brothers  until  our  maleness  is  re¬ 
defined.  This  would, of  course,  re¬ 
define  our  sexuality. 

In  the  unmanly  exploration  of 
radical  change,  every  gay  man 
meets  different  barriers.  If  you  are 
black  or  of  another  color,  the 
messages  about  manhood 
imbedded  into  your  mind  are  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  ones  I  received 
growing  up  as  a  white  person. 
Machismo  is  different  depending 
on  your  ethnicity.  Our  class  back¬ 
ground  also  determines  our  out¬ 
looks  on  masculinity,  control  and 
the  kind  of  male  bonding  we  en¬ 
gage  in. 

Fear  and  defensiveness  about 
challenging  masculinity  within 
and  without  is  real  and  should  not 
be  denied,  but  should  also  not  be¬ 
come  a  source  of  defeat.  Seeing 
that  one  has  something  to  lose  will 
naturally  come  before  learning 
that  one  has  much  to  gain.  I  have 
gotten  in  touch  with  privilege  in 
society  and  what  chunk  of  it  I  may 
or  may  not  have  compared  to 
others  in  my  life.  Change  has 
occurred  in  my  life  through  self¬ 
confrontation. 

Men  and  The  Fem 

Being  a  sissy  fag  and  a  drag 
queen,  I  experience  daily  the 
hatred  of  males  for  effeminacy, 
which  I  define  as  the 
nonexploitative  merging  of  a  man 
with  his  female  aspect.  I  have 
learned,  in  a  new  way,  how  men 
view  femaleness  through  the 
distorted  feminine  images  they 
have  created.  These  images  are 
different  depending  on  how  pri¬ 
vileged  the  man  is.  The  levels  of 
hatred  they  have  for  these  images 
differ  depending  on  how  much 
they  have  invested  in  their 
masculinity  and/or  privileges  of 
whiteness  and  economic  power. 

Like  other  men  in  oppressed 
minorities,  .  faggots  make  an 
immediate  connection  of  mascu¬ 
linity  with  sexuality.  However,  if 
anyone  is  aware  of  the  sham  of 
masculinized  sexual  expression,  it 
is  we,  the  common  fags.  Gayness 
has  helped  us  begin  to  liberate  our 
sexual  lives  from  the 


dominance/dependency  of  the 
heterosexual  model  and  world. 
Whereas  the  boys  who  hang  on 
the  corner  in  warrior  packs  are  the 
most  afraid  of  being  impotent, 
most  afraid  that  they  have  the  lit- 
tlest  peepees. 

Effeminate  men  deal  daily  with 
the  assumptions  that  we  are 
genetic  freaks,  that  we  somehow 
enjoy  ridicule  and  physical  assault 
and  that  we  should  be  grateful  to 
anyone  who  wants  to  fuck  us.  The 
political/spiritual  struggle  comes 
in  trying  not  to  lose  the  tenuous 
dignity  of  effeminacy  nor  to  deny 
the  male  of  my  being  as  I  deal  with 
the  unnatural  man/if estations  of 
the  male  spirit.  For  drag  queens 
the  inherent  trap  to  remain  clear 
of  is  the  option  to  buy  the 
malemade  package  of  femininity: 
as  long  as  you  buy  it  you  can  still 
perpetuate  it  even  if  you’re  per¬ 
verted  enough  to  wear  it. 

Person-centered,  egalitarian 
culture  has  been  wiped  out  by  the 
masculinized  and  militaristic  poli¬ 
tical  system.  Supporting  the  re¬ 
growth  of  femaleness  in  ourselves 
and  in  our  culture  may  allow  us  to 
see  that  maleness  does  not  have  to 
be  inherently  destructive,  but  that 
the  patriarchal  order  of  the  world 
is  both  anti-female  and  anti-male, 
plainly  anti-life. 

Water  and  earth  have 
traditionally  been  considered 
female  because  they  nurture. 
Healing  energy,  psychic  power, 
sensuality,  fluidity  preservation, 
and  receptiveness  are  considered 
female  attributes.  Modern  femin¬ 
ists  have  helped  us  to  see  that 
when  these  human  attributes  are 
seen  as  belonging  solely  to 
women,  the  mystification  and 
mistrust  of  women  as  great 
mother  goddesses  continues. 

Men  in  patriarchy  hate  sharing 
responsibility  for  birth,  growth, 
and  evolution  of  people.  Gaymen 
can  reclaim  aspects  of  our  psyches 
lost  to  most  other  men.  We  must 
learn,  as  a  start,  how  to  nurture, 
to  take  care  of  people,  including 
ourselves.  To  be  receptive  instead 
of  aggressive  and  projecting.  To 
preserve  and  not  to  destroy.  To 
heal  instead  of  craving  and  buying 
self-destruction. 

The  S/M  Trend  and  Violence 

Thanks  partly  to  the  “new 
morality”  in  which  sex-out-in-the- 
open  thrills  have  been  coopted 
and  put  to  use,  sexual  violence  has 
been  sensationalized.  It  is  now 
Continued  on  Page  19 
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Massculinity 

Continued  from  page  18 
popular  to  buy  the  brutal  master 
image.  Gaymen  who  buy  it  get 
special  cookies  in  that  it  seems  to 
validate  our  tenuous  manliness. 
This  butch  hype  appears  as  a  gift 
of  approval  to  our  fledgling 
homosexual  lifestyle. 

The  erotic  part  of  our  culture  is 
wide  open  to  premeditated  use  by 
the  newest  right  wing.  The  fascist 
attack  upon  sexual  freedom  mani¬ 
pulates  the  private  vulnerabilities 
of  our  sexual  need  and  of  our 
experience  with  intimate  pleasure. 
Media  and  propaganda  connect 
these  needs  and  experiences  with 
those  parts  of  our  psychology, 
common  in  all  oppressed  people, 
in  which  we  identify  with  pain  and 
degradation.  The  public  use  of 
these  images  under  patriarchy  has^ 
a  devastating  affect  upon  the  daily 
lives  of  women  and  homos.  It 
reinforces  our  positions  in  the  ero- 
tophobic  society. 

S/M  imagery  is  the  condoned 
’79  romantic  fantasy.  Gaymen  are 
free  to  buy  gay-originated 
fashion/apparatus  because  it 
serves  to  keep  us  in  line,  as  “in” 
heathens,  and  keeps  women 
unheard  in  victim  limbo. 

The  moneymaking  man  satisfies 
his  need  for  control  by  creating  his 
fantasy  partner,  the  defenseless 
femme.  This  sex  servant  is  passive 
to  the  point  of  being  lifeless.  From 
the  other  half  of  the  compartmen¬ 
talized,  masculinized  mind  comes 
fear  and  reverence  for  the  woman 
“transcending  human  life”  (in 
other  words,  dead).  It  is  impor¬ 
tant  for  gaymen  to  see  women  as 
real  women,  not  to  anticipate  in¬ 
feriority  nor  to  expect  a  goddess 
or  an  amazon.  If  we  make  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  coming  to  a  real  vision 
of  half  the  world,  namely,  the 
“other”  half,  it  will  affect  our 
perceptions.  It  will  also  affect  the 
ways  we  will  behold  the  female, 
and  the  male,  aspects  within  our¬ 
selves. 

Technological  Brainwashing 
by  Mass  Sex  Imagery 

To  survive  in  the  depersonalized 
state  of  sex-hatred,  you  either 
thieve  to  get  over  or  struggle 
through  with  nothing  much  left 
for  yourself,  nothing  much  to  talk 
about.  No  time  to  think  about 
what  you  really  might  need  for 
yourself  beyond  survival.  Propa¬ 
ganda  serves  to  fill  this  void  with 
its  decree  that  man  is  the  answer 
to  all  your  problems:  go  out  and 
be  one  or  go  out  and  get  one. 

All  men  grew  up  bombarded 
daily  with  pro-military  and  pro¬ 
rape  propaganda.  This  propagan¬ 
da,  in  the  sexually  “sophisti¬ 
cated”  70s,  is  a  direct  backlash 
against  the  women’s  and  gay 
movements  toward  real  sexual 
freedom.  The  war  is  home. 

The  innocent  american  is  left  to 
fill  her/his  psychic  void  with  a 
self-image  drawn  from  capitalist 
imagery.  The  sources  for  these 
images  are  the  media:  advertising, 
pornography,  movies,  popular 
music.  In  a  time  when  it  is  very 
important  in  our  society  to  be  sex¬ 
ually-identified,  the  images  we 
have  to  choose  from  are  deperson¬ 
alized,  objectifying  and  dehuman¬ 
izing.  The  propaganda  aimed  at 
women  encourages  them  to 
comply  with  being  victims.  Men 
are  fed  the  other  half  of  this:  to 
crave  control.  For  men,  feelings 
of  sexual  enjoyment  are  designed 
to  be  aroused  at  the  same  time 
with  the  need  to  dominate:  one  is 
undiscemable  from  the  other. 
This  is  done  subliminally  and 
overtly. 

Halfway  through  this  writing,  I 
went  to  hear  Audre  Lorde  and 
Adrienne  Rich  read  their  poetry. 
Adrienne  Rich  said,  “This  is  the 
war  of  the  images.” 

Men,  trained  in  being  external 
and  anti-receptive,  have  to  check 
out  the  imagery  that  pervades  all 
our  lives  in  a  new  way.  An  active 
stance  to  regain  our  minds  from 
brain-washing  is  essential. 


In  my  own  attempts  to  escape 
repressive  sexual  patterns  planted 
in  me  as  a  psychotic  social  version 
of  sexual  identity,  I  keep  asking 
myself  questions  like,  “With  what 
aspects  of  the  heterosexual  rela¬ 
tionships  do  I  still  identify?  How 
do  these  images  affect  my  rela¬ 
tionships?  How  does  this  make  me 
fit  into  the  70s  vision  of  normal¬ 
cy?  As  a  gay  male,  what  aspects  of 
the  contemporary  portrayals  of  a 
woman  and  of  a  man  am  I  taking 
into  my  homosexual  intimacy?” 

The  images  served  to  men  today 
connect: 

1.  Forceful  control  and  inflic¬ 
tion  of  pain  with  sexual  arousal. 

2.  Sexual  acts  with  acts  of 
violence  as  interchangeable, 
mutual  outlets  for  aggression. 

3.  Acts  of  sexist  and  racist  vio¬ 
lence,  performed  in  rape  and  mur- 
.der,  with  erotic  pleasure  —  for 
both  sides. 

We  faggots  can  wait  no  longer 
to  begin  an  all-out  personal  and 
public  separation  of  these  long  in¬ 
tertwined  states  of  mental  satis¬ 
faction  and  manly-sexual  gratifi¬ 
cation.  If  we  do  not  take  this  risk, 
gaymen  will  become  even  more 
like  the  multitude  of  straight 
males  who  are  semiconscious  par¬ 
ticipants  in  patriarchal  control.  In 
addition  to  being  targets  for  the 
right  wing’s  attacks,  we  will  also 
be  their  patsies. 

The  Making  of  our  Erotic  Lives 
Now  and  for  the  Future 

Our  sexual  expression  as  men 
has  been  psychologically  capped: 
from  lower  class  macho  to  mid- 
dleclass  uncle  tom  to  elite  sadist 
dictator.  It  is  urgent  for  us  to  re¬ 
develop  our  erotic  expression  into 
a  pro-loving  space  of  mutual  plea¬ 
sure. 

Easier  said  than  done.  So  many 
encounters,  social  and  sexual,  are 
rigged  like  chess  games.  Many 
relationships  unconsciously  in¬ 
herit  the  power  imbalance  which 
pervades  the  society.  An  inter¬ 
action  between  two  men  is  loaded. 
When  I  deal  with/have  sex  with 
men  who  are  blacker  or  browner, 
younger  or  older,  richer  or  poorer 
than  me,  I  automatically  receive 
the  privilege  typical  in  each  of 
these  kinds  of  encounters  in  the 
heteroworld.  This  is  a  power  we 
can  abuse  or  transform  conscious¬ 
ly.  Many  of  us  who  have  less 
privilege  often  compensate  with 
what  little  is  left,  such  as  our 
machismo. 

Since  the  only  gay  and  relevant 
experience  that  many  men  have  is 
sex,  to  be  asked  to  re-evaluate 
what  we,  as  men,  consider  erotic 
can  make  people  feel  panicky  and 
resentful. 

Fantasies,  images  and  ideas  of 
liberation  are,  at  one  time  or 
another,  part  of  our  sexual  en¬ 
counters  and  erotic  expression. 
Our  fantasy  realm  is  a  place  where 
each  of  us  can  experience  a  sexual 
privacy  that  we  aren’t  allowed  to 
experience  in  society. 

As  fags,  we  have  to  deal  with 
many  fantasies  and  experiences  in 
growing  up  as  hetero  males: 
marriage,  reproduction,  harem. 
Private  fantasy  is  one  way  to 
regain  our  sexual  integrity  and 
identity.  However,  it  is  also 
important  for  me  as  a  fag  to 
realize  that  personal  fulfillment  in 
fantasy  has  to  transcend  roles  of 
dominance,  passivity  and  submis¬ 
sion,  butch  and  fern. 

Fantasy  doesn’t  necessarily  lead 
to  action  but  can  greatly  affect  the 
ways  we  deal  with  other  people. 
For  many  men,  erotic  fantasies 
are  controlled  by  the  need  for 
power.  Others  discover  in  fantasy 
their  need  for  a  powerful  man  to 
takp.  care  of  us,  to  “love”  us. 
There  are  many  needs  experienced 
in  the  fantasy  realm.  Power  is  the 
one  that  must  be  questioned  over 
and  over. 

In  our  sexual  encounters  and  in 
our  internal  erotic  realm,  we  dig 
for  liberation.  We  cannot  let  these 
areas  become  the  final  closets;  we 
cannot  be  unwilling  to  open  them 
for  fear  of  losing  precious  man¬ 


hood  or  a  social  edge  on  privilege. 

Men  Together 

Brotherhood  is  a  complicated 
topic.  Gaymen  come  close  many 
times,  and  in  many  cycles,  to 
creating  a  brotherhood  that  chal¬ 
lenges  the  one  set  up  as  part  of  a 
daddy-son  mafioso  lineage. 

Race  and  economics  keep  us 
aliens  from  each  other  and  in 
cahoots  with  other  brotherhoods. 
Given  the  nature  of  the  family  tree 
of  power,  we  all  emerged  from  the 
nuclear  family  mistrusting  men, 
other  races  and  nationalities. 
There  is  little  room  for  developing 
theories  and  visions  of  our 
homosexual  legacy  that  are  based 
on  spiritual  commonness.  Con¬ 
tinuing  to  build  as  we  have  is  a 
mere  beginning  to  the  creation  of 
a  brotherhood  that  meets  the 
needs  of  third  world  and  older 
faggots.  Brotherhood  has  been 
xenophobic  as  long  as  it  has  been 
gynophobic  —  for  centuries. 

Reclaiming  a  lost  brotherhood 
among  ourselves,  we  also  would 
come  to  terms  with  our  division 
from  our  sisters.  The  pitting  of 
men  against  women  is  responsible 
for  much  violence.  We  may  learn 
to  opt  out  of  being  half-conscious 
perpetrators  of  this  violence. 
Gaymen  can,  instead,  resist 
destruction  and  fight  against  it. 
This  systemization  of  manly  vio¬ 
lence  is  a  tool  of  self  destruction 
for  gay  men.  We  are  allowed  to 
partake  of  its  deadly  “pleasure” 
for  a  deceptive  period  of  time 
until  we  get  out  of  hand.  Then  we 
become  its  next  targets. 

When  we  come  together  on  these 
issues,  we  will  also  end  up  dealing 
with  privilege  among  gay  men.  We 
will  be  able  to  see  how  this  train¬ 
ing  —  to  be  violent,  woman- 
hating,  fem-hating,  and 
homophobic  —  crosses  lines  of 
race,  color,  nationality,  religion, 
class  background  and  age. 

I  never  thought  that  I  would 
ever  say  this,  but  it  is  easier  to  see 
now  how  heterosexual  men,  as  a 
whole  group,  are  not  “the 
enemy.”  They  are  also  dependent 
upon  the  “it-men”  of  the  media, 
multinational  corporations,  the 
pentagon  and  the  government  for 
filling  their  emotional  voids,  sus¬ 
taining  self-respect  and  putting 
food  on  the  table  for  their  wives 
and  children.  Imagine  the  terror 
thrown  back,  finally,  on  the  elite 
and  military  when  lower  class  men 
become  feminists!  It  is  our 
responsibility  to  work  on  every 
man’s  participation  in  sexual  vio¬ 
lence.  This  will  also  lend  women  a 
less  obstructed  path  in  the 
movement  for  sexual  and  racial 
liberation  and  survival. 

By  altering  and  transforming 
the  masculinization  and  militari¬ 
zation  of  men  and  men’s  sexual 
lives,  we  will  change  our  environ¬ 
ments.  Oppression  will  not  be  able 
to  paralyze  people  when  we  are  in¬ 
tegrated  both  internally  and 
within  our  sexual  and  social  rela¬ 
tionships.  Community  and  inter¬ 
dependency  will  provide  a  self- 
sufficiency  and  integrity  that  we 
can  never  have  in  our  present 
alienation 
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GCN  needs  help  in  the  daytime 
with  simple  bookkeeping  and 
other  office  chores.  No 
experience  necessary,  just 
enthusiasm.  Call  Mike  or  Richard 
and  volunteer  —  426-4469. 
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SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 

AND  SUPPORT  GCN  DY  SAYING: 

"1  SAW  YOUR  AD  IN  GCN" 

“A  MASTERPIECE. 

I  strongly  suggest  you  catch 

* 


‘Maria  Braun!  ”  iSS? 


“AN  EPIC  COMEDY  AND  A 
ROMANTIC  BALLAD. 

Mr.  Fassbinder’s  most  perfectly 
realized  comedy  to  date... 

Hamm  Schygulla’s  performance 
is  sweet,  tough,  brilliantly 
complex. ..splendid  and 
mysterious.  ‘THE  MARRIAGE 
OF  MARIA  BRAUN’  REMINDS 
US  OF  THE  STILL  IMMENSE 
POSSIBILITIES  OF  MOVIES 
MADE  BY  MASTERS.” 

—  Vim  cut  Canby,  New  York  l  imes 

“Fassbinder’s  ‘Blue  Angel!” 

—  Bernard  Drew,  (lannell  Newspapers 

“ Hanna  Schygulla  is  an  improbable 
cross  between  Dietrich  and 
Harlow. .  .she  raises  screen 
acting  to  a  new  level  of 
sexual  knowingness.” 

—  David  Denby,  New  York  Magazine 

“Fascinating.  One  of  Fassbinder’s 
best  films.” 

—  William  W<df,  Cue  New  York 


cTfainer  cUbrner  cFasstrinders 

“THE  MARRIAGE  OF 
cyHARIA  T3RAUN" 

With  HANNA  SCHYGULLA 
KLAUS  LOWITSCH  IVAN  DESNY 

A  Co-Produr i o4  Album*  Film  -  Michurl  FengierlTrui  Film  \X  I)R  A  New  Yorker  Films  Relejsc 

N.E.  PREMIERE 
STARTS  FRIDAY 


Orson  Welles 

KX}1  Mass  Ave ,  Cambrrtge  868-3600 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Efforts  to  treat  VD  out  of  existence  have  failed.  Therefore,  we 
must  learn  how  to  practice  and  teach  VD  PREVENTION  as  an 
important  part  of  every  personal  hygiene  and  sex  education 
program.  Here  are  some  highlights  from  our  booklet  — 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant 
to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good  Health 


Page  2:  THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce  the  possibility  of 
catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  as 
well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  are  sensi¬ 
tive  to  soap  and  water.  Wash  before  sex  for  hygienic 
purposes. 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into  urinary 
opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing  diminishes  the 
effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure.  Washing  is  doubly 
important  since  even  in  the  absence  of  syphilis  and 
gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs  can  cause 
infections  such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal  urethritis)  or  NSU 
(non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  water- 
soluable  preparations  that  will  wash  away,  do  not  use  an  oil 
base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis  may 
trap  germs  which  can  cause  Infections.  Therefore,  special 
attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncircumcised 
penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will  have 
been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain  necessary  to 
revent  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  For  example:  A 
norrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approximately  half  of  the 
ported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

(Page  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL  HYGIENE 
FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

Infectious  germs  which  are  commonly  found  in  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
certain  sex  activities.  Among  the  dangerous  germs  present 
may  be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  gastro-intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito-urinary  system  are 
highly  susceptible  to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs  from 
the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a  result  of  careless  wiping  from 
rectum  towards  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are 
easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infections, 
and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during  vaginal,  as 
well  as  rectal,  intercourse.  Therefore,  females  must  not  wipe 
In  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina. . . . 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  can  be  greatly 
aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  designed  to 
facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper  clean¬ 
sing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has  been  ade¬ 
quately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the  bidet;  it  is  not 
found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the  United  States, 
whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used  and  sig¬ 
nificant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  requires  careful 
washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex. 


Men  &  Women:  In  our  booklet  learn  also  about— 

The  significance,  during  treatment,  of  no  alcohol  or  sex 
activity  which  may  irritate  the  GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The 
Importance  of  a  follow-up  visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if 
further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  —  the  commercially  avail¬ 
able  germicidal  preparation  (Sanitube®)  for  use  after  inter¬ 
course  to  prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercially 
available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  suppositories 
and  jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  properties  that  may 
prevent  VD. 

*  ♦  *  * 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quantities 
available).  We  need  your  support.  Learn  these  facts.  Help  us 
distribute  these  booklets  and  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


A  Home  for  the  Embattled 


By  Gia  Berkman 
Lesbian/Mother/Black/Femi  - 
nist/Poet  Audre  Lorde  spoke  of 
the  courage  and  fear  of  lesbian 
parents  in  her  keynote  address  to 
approximately  200  women  attend¬ 
ing  the  third  annual  Lesbians  with 
Children  Conference,  Saturday, 
October  20th  at  the  Friends 
School  in  Cambridge. 

The  fact  of  our  existence,  the  fact 
of  our  family,  the  fact  that  we 
exist  at  all  and  have  survived  as 
lesbian  parents  .  .  .  marks  us  as 
women  who  dare  to  name  our¬ 
selves  and  to  raise  our  children  in 
a  very  frightful  dragon’s  mouth. 

We  try  to  do  this  with  honesty, 
we  try  to  do  it  so  that  our  lives  are 
testaments  to  our  beliefs.  This  is 
the  way  we  try  to  live  our  sense  of 
courage. 

We  must  never  forget,  how¬ 
ever,  that  even  when  the  fear  is 
greatest,  our  courage  is  still  exist¬ 
ing.  And  there  is  fear.  .  .  .  Fear  is 
the  other  face  of  courage.  There 
is,  to  begin  with,  fear  that  we  are 
doing  the  right  thing,  whatever 
the  “right  thing”  is.  There  is  fear 
that  our  children  may  some  day 
blame  us,  that  our  children  may 
some  day  turn  against  us.  There  is 
fear  that  we  will  not  always  be 
strong  enough,  however  strong 
“enough”  may  be.  And  I  think 
the  greatest  fear  of  all,  the  one 
that  comes  tip-toeing  up  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  for  all  lesbian 
mothers,  is  that  we  may  in  some 
way  hurt  our  children. 

I  want  to  say  that  I  have  come 
to  learn,  over  and  over  and  over 
again  .  .  .  that  these  fears  are  not 
native  to  us;  that  these  fears,  in 
other  wQrds,  serve  a  very  real 
function,  and  it  is  not  a  function 
to  the  benefit  either  of  ourselves 
or  our  children.  The  function  of 
these  fears  is  to  keep  us  off- 
center,  so  full  of  guilt  that  we  will 
not  become  in  touch  with  the 
strength  that  we  have  within  our¬ 
selves.  They  serve  the  purpose  of 
repression.  They  have  been  im¬ 
planted  within  us  by  a  frightened 
and  oppressive  society  to  keep  us 
from  knowing  that  strength,  to 
keep  us  away  from  our  right  to 
self-definition,  and  to  keep  us 
from  sharing  our  strengths  with 
our  children. 

Audre  Lorde  also  cautioned  us 
that  our  oppression  and  isolation 
come  not  only  from  patriarchal 
society,  but  sometimes  from  the 
lesbian  community  as  well. 
Quoting  from  her  poem  “School 
Note,”  she  reminded  us  that: 
for  the  embattled 
there  is  no  place 
that  cannot  be 
home 
nor  is. 

In  planning  the  conference,  the 
Lesbians  with  Children  Support 
Group  wanted  to  provide  a  safe 
place  where  lesbians  who  are 
committed  to  relationships  with 
children  could  share  our  experi¬ 
ences  and  our  fears,  and  find 
renewed  strength  for  our 
struggles.  The  workshops  were 
designed  to  respond  to  the  differ¬ 
ences  in  our  struggles  and  to  the 
varied  aspects  of  our  lives.  They 
focused  also  on  the  need  to  build 
support  networks  among 
ourselves,  among  our  children, 
and  with  lesbians  who  relate  to 
children  in  other  ways  than  as 
mothers.  Most  of  the  workshops 
were  planned  in  advance;  some 
were  added  by  women  attending 
the  conference. 

In  describing  the  workshops,  I 
will  continue  to  quote  from  Audre 
Lorde’s  address  because  she  raised 
issues  which  were  discussed  re¬ 
peatedly  throughout  the  day. 
Since  I  did  not  attend  all  the  work¬ 
shops  and  since  they  were  all  con¬ 
fidential,  I  will  give  only  a  general 
description  of  the  workshops, 
sharing  only  what  women  felt 
comfortable  having  repeated. 

Coming  Out  to  Children  was  an 
experience-sharing  workshop 
about  an  issue  which  often  causes 
considerable  anguish  to  lesbian 
parents.  No  wonder,  considering 
the  fact  that,  as  Audre  Lorde 
stated: 


Society  is  constantly  saying  to  us, 
as  lesbians  and  as  lesbian 
mothers,  that  there  is  something 
inately  pathological  about  our 
“daring”  to  have  children.  Once 
we  are  constantly  focusing  on 
those  fears,  we  forget  that  we,  as 
self-defining,  self-actualizing 
women,  are  raising  the  true 
warriors  of  the  future.  .  .  .  Soci¬ 
ety  treats  us  as  pathological  be¬ 
cause  it  recognizes  that  self- 
directed  women  and  their  chil¬ 
dren  are  a  profound  threat  to  a 
de-personalized  society. 

In  workshops  on  Raising  Ado¬ 
lescents  and  Encouraging  a  Femi¬ 
nist  Consciousness  in  Our  Sons 
and  in  Our  Daughters,  several 
women  wondered  if  our  children 
will  really  become  “warriors  of 
the  future”  and  what  we  can  do  to 
help  them.  Sharing  our  values 
with  our  children  while  recogniz¬ 
ing  that  as  they  grow  older  we 
must  trust  them  to  develop  their 
own  values  was  an  important 
issue,  with  the  understanding  that: 
The  problems  we  have  ...  are 
problems  that  come  from  living 
in  a  profoundly  woman-hating 
society.  There  are  problems  we 
have  that  are  common  to  all  par¬ 
ents  trying  to  raise  children  in  a 
society  that  is  profoundly  anti¬ 
human,  sexist,  racist,  classist, 
ageist.  And  unless  we  wish  to  be¬ 
come  the  kinds  of  individuals 
who  can  blind  ourselves  to  all  the 
diseases  of  society,  we  are  going 
to  have  problems  raising  our 
children. 

In  these  workshops  we  spoke  of 
our  efforts  to  raise  what  Audre 
called  “strong,  non-sexist,  non¬ 
racist,  non-homophobic 

children,”  and  of  our  fears  that 
we  might  not  succeed.  There  was  a 
lot  of  reinforcement  for  letting  go 
both  of  our  desire  to  control  our 
children’s  decisions  and  of  the 
guilt  if  their  decisions  turn  out  not 
to  reflect  our  values. 

We  also  expressed  our  need  for 
other  women  in  the  community  to 
relate  to  our  children,  to  share 
their  values  with  our  children  so 
that  we,  as  their  mothers,  are  not 
standing  alone  against  everything 
that  society  tells  our  children  is 
acceptable. 

Two  of  the  workshops  focused 
on  dealing  with  racism  in  raising 
third  world  and  inter-racial 
children  of  lesbians.  Audre  Lorde 
had  expressed  her  belief  that  these 
children’s  double  oppression  can 
become  an  advantage  in  their 
understanding  of  oppression 
“because  they  learn,  very  early, 
that  oppression  comes  in  many 
different  forms,  having  nothing  to 
do  with  their  own  worth.”  She 
also  shared  with  us  the  memory 
that  “for  years,  in  the  name¬ 
calling  at  school,  boys  shouted  at 
Jonathan  [her  son]  not,  ‘Your 
mother’s  a  lesbian,’  but  rather, 
‘Your  mother’s  a  nigger’.” 

The  workshop  on  Raising  Third 
World  Children  emphasized  ways 
to  help  children  feel  good  about 
themselves  and  respect 
themselves;  how  to  teach  them  to 
be  strong  yet  careful  at  the  same 
time  in  order  to  be  safe  in  this 
society;  and  how  to  struggle 
against  the  self-hatred  imposed  on 
children  and  internalized  by  them 
at  a  very  young  age. 

In  the  workshop  on  Raising 
Inter-Racial  Children,  women  dis¬ 
cussed  their  concern  for  their 
children  who  cannot  find  total 
support  or  acceptance  from  either 
side.  Many  white  women  with 
inter-racial  children  were  able  to 
express  and  free  themselves  of 
guilt  they  had  felt  when  their 
children  identified  more  closely 
with  their  white  heritage.  “It 
wasn’t  that  I  personally  had  failed 
to  make  my  son  proud  of  his  black 
culture,”  one  white  woman  real¬ 
ized  after  the  workshop,  “it  was 
that  he  recognized  where  the 
power  is  in  this  society.”  The 
women  discussed  ways  to  help 
their  children  develop  ties  to  both 
their  cultures. 


Women  from  these  two  work¬ 
shops  are  planning  a  Kwanza 
celebration  in  December  for  them¬ 
selves  and  their  children  in  order 
to  continue  the  support  network 
begun  in  the  workshops.  For  more 
information,  call  Kara  at  522- 
1526. 

Dealing  with  our  Kids’  Fathers 
included  discussion  of  our  kids’ 
relationships  with  their  fathers, 
our  feelings  about  those  relation¬ 
ships,  including  anger  and  guilt, 
suggestions  for  alternatives  to 
these  relationships  and  for  ways  to 
make  the  relationships  better. 

Lesbian  Mothers  who  Live 
Apart  from  Their  Children  by 
Choice  was  a  safe,  supportive 
workshop  to  discuss  facing 
society’s  prejudice  and  our  own 
guilt,  maintaining  relationships 
with  children  while  finding  alter¬ 
natives  to  living  with  them. 

In  many  of  these  workshops 
and  also  in  Audre’s  opening  re¬ 
marks,  the  subject  of  guilt  was 
mentioned  repeatedly,  and  one 
workshop  focused  specifically  on 
the  issue  of  Guilt  and  Lesbian 
Mothers,  acknowledging  the  guilt, 
figuring  out  where  it  comes  from 
and  ways  to  rid  ourselves  of  it. 

In  Co-Parenting  workshops,  we 
talked  about  the  need  to  share 
control  and  responsibility  and  to 
build  trust  in  establishing  equal 
co-parenting  relationships. 

Most  of  the  co-parents  at  the 
workshop  were  involved  with  each 
other,  but  several  were  roommates 
or  friends  of  mothers  and  had  in¬ 
dependent  parenting  relationships 
with  the  children. 

In  addition  to  issues  within  the 
family,  we  .  also  discussed 
problems  gaining  validity  or 
acceptance  for  the  co-parent 
outside  the  family.  Audre  had  told 
us  that  they  had  had  some  pro¬ 
blems  with  their  son’s  friend  re¬ 
ferring  to  Frances  (her  lover)  as 
the  “maid.”  When  corrected,  he 
began  calling  her  the  “cleaning 
lady.”  Finally  Jonathan  had  said 
simply,  “Frances  is  not  the 
cleaning  woman,  she’s  my 
mother’s  lover.” 

One  issue  which  surfaced  in 
several  of  the  workshops  was  re¬ 
sentment  of  those  women  who  do 
not  have  relationships  with  kids 
and  are  not  sensitive  to  our  issues 
or  helpful  in  offering  any  support. 
We  would  like  women  to  realize 
that  women  with  kids  do  not  have 
great  amounts  of  flexibility  or 
mobility.  Regular  childcare 
commitments  or  sensitivity  to  our 
responsibilities  when  planning 
events  would  be  greatly 
appreciated. 

A  whole  workshop,  Childcare 
and  Support  for  Lesbian  Mothers, 
was  organized  around  this  issue  by 
a  woman  who  has  no  children. 
Primarily  a  workshop  for  women 
who  were  not  mothers,  topics  in¬ 
cluded  ideas  on  providing  child¬ 
care  to  individual  lesbian  mothers 
and  at  community  events.  The 
workshop  was  aimed  at  encourag¬ 
ing  more  women  to  begin  looking 
at  what  kind  of  support  they  could 
offer.  Severallesbian  mothers  also 
attended  to  help  clarify  what 
kinds  of  needs  we  often  have  and 
how  helpful  support  can  be. 

Another  workshop  which  in¬ 
volved  the  sharing  of  experiences 
and  feelings  between  lesbian 
mothers  and  lesbians  without  chil¬ 
dren  was  Women  Considering 
Motherhood,  described  as  a  “time 
and  space  to  share  our  concerns, 
fears,  ideas  and  options  around 
choosing  motherhood.” 

In  other  workshops,  like 
Building  Support  Networks 
Among  Lesbian  Mothers,  we  dis¬ 
cussed  the  different  ways  lesbian 
mothers  can  be  of  support  to  each 
other. 

There  was  also  a  support  work¬ 
shop  for  Women  with  Custody 
Problems,  as  well  as  a  workshop 
Continued  on  Page  21 


Gay  Community  News,  November  10, 1979 


•  Page  21 


Mothers 


Continued  from  Page  20 
which  provided  legal  information 
from  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents 
Project  on  custody,  divorce,  sepa¬ 
ration  and  restraining  orders. 
LGPP  can  be  reached  at  492-2655. 

Taking  Care  of  Ourselves  and 
Our  Kids  helped  women  share 
their  experience  with  times  of 
crisis,  and  to  explore  ways  of 
building  support  systems  for  those 
times. 

Women  also  voiced  a  need  for 
support  in  raising  male  children. 
Audre  had  discussed  this  issue  at 
length,  reading  from  her  essay 
“Man  Child:  A  Black  Lesbian 
Feminist’s  Response”: 

Rest  assured,  our  sons  must  be¬ 
come  men  —  such  men  as 
we  hope  our  daughteres,  born 
and  unborn,  will  be  pleased  to 
live  among.  Our  sons  will  not 
grow  into  women.  .  .  .  They  must 
move  away  from  us,  without  us. 
They  will  never  be  women.  .  .  . 
They  must  take  what  we  know 
and  transpose  it  into  their  male¬ 
ness. 

We  had  planned  one  workshop 
to  discuss  Dealing  with  Anti-Male 
Attitudes  in  the  Community,  but 
the  women  who  attended  it 
decided  their  first  concern  was  to 
deal  with  their  own  attitudes 
toward  men  and  how  those  atti¬ 
tudes  might  affect  their  sons. 
Audre  had  expressed  some  of 
these  feelings: 

When  Jonathan  makes  meangn- 
est,  I  always  say  he  is  bringing  out 
the  testosterone  in  me.  What  I 
mean  is  that  he  is  representing 
some  piece  of  myself  as  a  woman 


that  I  am  reluctant  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  or  explore.  For  instance, 
what  does  ‘acting  like  a  man’ 
mean?  For  me,  what  I  reject?  For 
Jonathan,  what  he  is  trying  to  re¬ 
define? 

She  also  had  said  that  one  of  the 
most  important  things  she  wanted 
to  teach  her  son  was  that  “I  do 
not  exist  to  do  his  feeling  for 
him.” 

Women  in  the  workshop  felt  it 
was  important  to  direct  positive 
energy  towards  our  male  children, 
and  to  assure  them  that  they  do  fit 
into  our  lives  even  though  we 
choose  not  to  relate  to  men.  It  was 
generally  agreed  that  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  discuss  the  quality  of  a 
particular  behavior  without 
labelling  it  either  “typically”  male 
or  female. 

Raising  our  daughters  also  pre¬ 
sents  difficulties  because  we  are 
trying  to  help  them  learn  to  value 
themselves  in  a  society  which  does 
not  value  women. 

One  workshop  described  a 
summer  camp  which  attempts  to 
give  that  kind  of  strength  to 
daughters  in  lesbian  households. 
A  Country  Experience  for  Young 
Womyn  has  been  running  for  the 
last  three  years  in  California, 
stressing  survival  and  self  help 
skills  as  well  as  other  camp  activi¬ 
ties.  If  anyone  would  like  more  in¬ 
formation  on  sending  a  child  to 
this  camp,  volunteering  as  a  coun¬ 
selor,  making  a  donation,  or 
organizing  something  similar, 
please  write  to  Sage  Mountainfire, 
P.O.  Box  13,  Willits,  CA  95490. 

In  addition  to  the  workshops 
for  women,  the  conference  also 
provided  childcare  (by  the  Men’s 
Childcare  Collective)  and 


workshops  for  children.  It  had 
been  our  experience  from  the  first 
two  conferences  that  just  seeing 
other  lesbian  mothers  and  other 
children  of  lesbians  is  very 
supportive  for  many  children.  We 
also  felt  that  they  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  issues  of 
importance  to  them  in  structured 
workshops. 

Workshops  for  children  ages  6- 
9  and  10-11  focused  on 
understanding  oppression, 

expressing  feelings  and  how  to 
reach  out  for  help. 

Workshops  for  adolescent  girls 
and  for  adolescent  boys  included 
discussion  of  their  own  sexuality 
and  their  feelings  about  their 
mothers’  lesbianism. 

Several  groups  are  being 
formed  to  continue  the  discus¬ 
sions  in  the  workshops.  For 
information  about  these  groups, 
write  to  the  Lesbians  with  Chil¬ 
dren  Support  Group,  c/o 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 

New  women  are  always 
welcome  to  join  our  group,  which 
meets  at  the  women’s  center  on 
Thursdays  from  8:00-10:00  p.m. 
We  also  welcome  your  comments 
about  the  conference  and  any  sug¬ 
gestions  you  might  have  for  next 
year’s. 

We  feel  that  the  conference 
helped  lesbians  with  children  to 
realize  how  many  of  us  we  are  and 
how  supportive  we  can  be  to  each 
other.  It  is  important  that  we  find 
ways  of  extending  this  support 
beyond  the  scope  of  the 
conference,  and  that  we  create 
more  places  for  the  “embattled” 
that  feel  like  home. 


Roosevelt 

Continued  from  page  15 
written  to  suit  the  tastes  of  his¬ 
torians,  family  and  critics. 

Virginia  Woolf’s  letters  are  only 
now  being  published  in  their  en¬ 
tirety.  Speculations  about  her  sex¬ 
uality  can  now  ground  themselves 
in  the  realities  of  her  own  words. 
She  wrote  to  her  sister  about  Vita 
Sackville-West: 

Vita  is  now  arriving  to  spend  2 
nights  alone  with  me  ...  I  say  no 
more;  as  you  are  bored  with  Vita, 
bored  with  love,  bored  with  me, 
and  everything  to  do  with  me  .  .  . 
Still  the  June  nights  are  long  and 
warm;  the  roses  flowering;  and  the 
garden  full  of  lust  and  bees,  ming¬ 
ling  on  the  asparagus  beds.” 
Nevertheless,  Quentin  Bell,  in  his 
biography  (published  before  the 
letters  were  made  public,  although 
he  had  them)  claimed  that  Virgin¬ 
ia  was  just  flattered  by  Vita’s 
sexual  advances. 

Reading  through  the  letters  is 
an  enlightening  experience.  It  is 
impossible  not  to  see  that  this  was 
a  passionate  relationship:  Virginia 
is  coy,  seductive,  demanding,  and 
outright  lustful.  While  Vita  is  in 
Persia,  Virginia  imagines  her 
naked  body  stretched  out  among 
the  stars;  when  she  breaks  a  date 
for  tea  Virginia  is  furious  and 
half-seriously,  half-mockingly 
threatens  to  withdraw  her  favors. 
Bell  trivializes  these  letters  (he 
does  not  quote  very  much  from 
them  in  the  biography)  by  present¬ 
ing  Vita  as  the  lesbian  hot  after 
the  frigid  straight  woman. 

The  argument  —  and  it  is  used 
all  the  time  —  that  letters  between 
women  are  full  of  sentimental, 
flowery,  “victorian,”  sentiments 
cannot  hold  true  in  this  case.  Vir¬ 
ginia  Woolf  was  too  much  of  an 
artist  and  too  careful  (she  wrote 
many  letters  over  three  times  be¬ 
fore  she  sent  them)  to  indulge  in 
cheap  declarations  of  untrue  feel¬ 
ings. 

The  problem  of  ascertaining  the 
historical  truth  contained  in  per¬ 
sonal  correspondence  may  indeed 
be  difficult:  one  cannot  take 
everything  that  someone  writes 
about  herself  at  face  value.  Veri¬ 
fication  with  other  sources  may  be 
possible  and  should  be  done.  But 
the  letters  of  supposed  hetero¬ 


sexuals  are  taken  more  seriously  at 
face  value  than  the  letters  of  sup¬ 
posed  “homosexuals.”  If  the 
letters  of  Virginia  Woolf  to  Vita 
Sackville-West  were  misread,  or 
unread,  the  letters  of  Mary  Emma 
Woolley  and  Jeanette  Marks 
were,  and  are  still  suppressed. 

In  the  early  seventies,  Anna 
Mary  Wells  began  to  do  research 
on  the  life  of  Woolley,  a  leader  in 
woman’s  education  and  president 
of  Mt.  Holyoke  College.  Soon 
after  she  had  begun  her  work,  she 
discovered  boxes  of  letters  be¬ 
tween  Woolley  and  Jeanette 
Marks  that  no  one  had  ever  seen 
before.  Wells  writes:  “The  first 
few  that  I  read  were  ardent  lover 
letters  expressed  in  terms  that 
both  shocked  and  embarrassed  me 
.  .  .  My  immediate  impulse  was 
to  abandon  my  plans  for  the 
book.  It  seemed  to  me  impossible 
to  ignore  or  suppress  the  content 
of  the  letters,  impertinent  to  con¬ 
tinue  reading  them,  and  quite  un¬ 
thinkable  to  think  of  publishing 
them.”  One  can  be  sure  that  Wells 
would  not  have  found  herself  in 
such  a  dilemma  over  heterosexual 
love  letters. 

The  question  of  publication  was 
quickly  solved  by  the  president  of 
Mt.  Holyoke,  David  Truman.  He 
decided  that  the  letters  should  be 
closed  to  further  research  until 
1999.  (This  was  the  date  of 
opening  on  a  small  package  of 
letters  that  Miss  Marks  had  willed 
directly  to  the  president’s  office  at 
the  time  of  her  death).  He  later 
relented  a  bit  and  opened  them  to 
“qualified  scholars”  upon  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  librarian. 

Wells  makes  the  point  —  and 
credits  it  to  historian  Carol  Smith- 
Rosenberg  ( Signs  1/1)  —  that  the 
language  of  personal  letters  must 
be  interpreted  according  to  the  so¬ 
cial  customs  of  the  period  in 
which  they  are  written.  However, 
this  insight  has  been  distorted  in 
the  case  of  homosexual  love  let¬ 
ters.  If  the  letters  were  not  des¬ 
troyed  or  ignored,  they  become 
the  object  of  petty  fights  about 
“style.”  Straight  biographers  and 
historians  refuse  to  hear  the  senti¬ 
ments  and  emotions  that  the  letter 
writers  obviously  felt. 
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To  study  criticism  of  Emily  Dic¬ 
kenson  or  Walt  Whitman  is  to  see 
this  same  Story  again  and  again.  A 
male  critic  has  interpreted 
Dickinson’s  poem  “Her  Sweet 
Weight  on  my  Heart  a  Night”  as  a 
elegy  to  Elizabeth  Barrett,  who 
was  Dickinson’s  favorite  poet. 
Lillian  Faderman  disects  these 
arguments  in  her  piece,  “Emily 
Dickinson’s  Letters  to  Sue 
Gilbert”  (The  Massachusetts 
Review,  Summer  1977).  She 
points  out  that  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  critic  seems  to  have  taken 
“too  literally  the  notion  of  curling 
up  in  bed  with  a  good  book.” 

The  historian’s  maxim  has 
always  been  “Better  anything  else 
than  a  homosexual”  (unless,  of 
course,  you’re  looking  for  the 
cause  of  the  fall  of  Rome).  Gay 
history  has  been  suppressed, 
ignored,  grossly  misinterpreted, 
and  misunderstood.  The  letters  of 
Eleanor  Roosevelt  and  Lorena 
Hickok  have  to  be  looked  at  in 
this  historical  light.  They  are  not 
an  isolated  incident  but  only  one 
new  discovery  in  the  long  history 
of  same  sex  love.  The  distortions 
of  historians  such  as  Lerman  and 
Haveran  cannot  hide  the  forceful 
contents  of  the  letters  themselves. 

Blanche  Wiesen  Cook  points 
out  that  similar  arguments  con¬ 
cerning  relationships  between 
adult  men  and  women  would  seem 
absurd.  “What  are  we  talking 
about  then?  Bigotry  and  foolish¬ 
ness.  But  a  dangerous  bigotry  and 
a  cruel  foolishness  —  still  capable 
of  wrecking  joy,  depriving  people 
of  job  security,  severing  mother 
from  child.  And  so,  as  Adrienne 
Rich  has  written,  we  must  insist 
on  the  word  lesbian.  “The  word 
‘Lesbian’  must  be  affirmed  be¬ 
cause  to  discard  it  is  to  collaborate 
with  silence  and  lying  about  our 
very  existence,  the  closet-game, 
the  creation  of  the  UNSPEAK¬ 
ABLE.” 

(The  information  in  this  article 
about  the  Hickok  /Roosevelt  let¬ 
ters  came  from  The  New  York 
Times,  October  21,  and  the 
Boston  Globe,  October  23.  The 
Blanche  Wiesen  Cook  article 
(Signs  4/4)  is  an  excellent 
historical  overview.) 
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BREAKTHROUGH  FILM... 

THE  HOST  WHCOHPROHISIHQLY 
HONEST  AND  PROBABLY  THE 
BEST  QAY  FILH  EVER  HADE.” 

-  Rob  Baker,  Soho  Weekly  News 

“A  WORK  OF  GREAT 
CANDOR  AND 
MORAL  COURAGE... 

HAY  BE  THE  FIRST  HOVIE  ABOUT 
SAY  LIFE  HADE  WITHOUT  FEAR, 
DEFENSIVENESS,  OR 
SHOW-OFF  BRAVADO.’ 

-David  Denby,  New  York  Magazine 
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“THE  ACTING  IS  SO  FLUENT* 
GRACEFUL,  AND  ACCOMPLISHED 
THAT  AN  UNBEARABLE  INTIMACY 
IS  CREATED*99 

-Andrew  Sarris,  Village  Voice 

“A  LANDMARK  FILM  IN  ITS 
REALISTIC  PRESENTATION 
OF  A  HOMOSEXUAL  LIFE!99 

-Kevin  Thomas,  Los  Angeles  Times 


A  NU-IMAGE  FILM  RELEASE 


N.E.  PREMIERE 
STARTS 
WEDNESDAY 


5:40  /  7:50  /  10:00  /  also 
Sat.,  Sun.  Mats.  1:20/3:30 
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JUST  FRIENDS _ 

GWF  seeks  friendship  with  other 

women  30-35.  Interests  include  reading, 
the  out-of-doors,  philosophy.  Looking 
for  lasting  friendships.  GCN  Box  143. 
_ (18) 

GWM,  29,  6',  rd  h,  gr  e,  would  like  to 
correspond  &  form  lasting  friendship 
with  anyone,  any  age  that  is  honest  and 
sincere.  I  travel  to  the  States  often.  I  am 
shy  person  but  very  broad-minded.  I  am 
very  easy-going  and  would  like  to  meet 
new  friends.  Why  not  write  and  see  if 
we  hit  if  off?  Alden  S.  Kelly,  P.O.  Box  A, 
Dorchester,  N.B.  Canada  EOA  IMP.  (16) 

RACQUETBALL  ANYONE? 

GWM  36  all  over  average  person  and 
player  looking  for  partner  to  Join  new  in- 
town  club  and  play  after  work.  Int  fee 
$150  plus  45/mo.  GCN  Box  139  (17) 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
We  shared  in  something  really  swell 
Too  bad  we  can’t  do  quite  so  well. 

I  love  you.  All  my  love,  Porcupine. 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Maybe  we’ll  see  you  in  the  spring. 

Harte  Crane,  Charlotte  Mew,  F.O.  Mat- 
thiessen,  Virginia  Wolff . . .  Writer  doing 
research  for  book  on  lesbians,  gay  men, 
and  suicide.  Needs  list  of  gay  people 
who  attempted  or  committed  suicide 
where  written  documentation  is  avail¬ 
able.  Also,  would  like  to  have  people’s 
personal  experiences  with  this  unfortu¬ 
nate  subject.  Send  to  Eric  Rofes  c/o 
GCN. _ (c) 

Lesbian  mother  with  daughter  seeks 
friendships  with  women  and  possible 
relationship.  Interests  are  music, 
reading,  philosophy.  Very  sincere.  GCN 
Box  142. _ (18) 

Bisexual  couple  (M&F)  seek  friends, 
companions,  correspondence,  experi¬ 
ences,  love.  We  live  in  a  happy  minor 
paradise,  but  we  need  to  share  it.  Big 
house,  warm  stove.  Come  and  visit. 
Write  Box  1288,  Digby,  Nova  Scotia, 
Canada. _  (32, 38, 24,20,16) 

GWF  FROM  CAMBRIDGE 
28  would  like  to  meet  GWF  interested 
in  a  solid  sincere  friendship  based  on 
doing  things  we  like  to  do,  havng  gd 
time  &  caring  about  each  other.  I  am 
prof,  successful,  basically  down  to 
earth,  creative.  GCN  Box  141. _ (16) 

Bos  GWM  27,  5'8",  135,  bind,  ed, 
simple,  sen,  alert,  prof,  playful,  boyish, 
indep,  handsome,  non-jaded,  psycho- 
dynamlcally-aware,  pol-nalf,  a  survivor 
in  search  of  one  attached,  stable,  emo¬ 
tional  ly-avai  I  man  of  sim  heart.  GCN 
Box  137 _ (16) 

GWM  43,  5 '6",  135,  prof,  int  in  meeting 
other  guys.  I  am  Grk  pass.  Gay  life  can 
be  fun.  Let’s  talk  and  see  what  might 
develop.  Peace.  GCN  Box  138. _ (16) 

“most  exclusive  club  in  town 

That’s  right!  You  can  join  the  frantic, 
funny,  fabulous,  group  of  men  and 
women  who  have  the  rare  privilege  of 
folding  and  stuffing  the  paper  at  the 
GCN  offices  on  Friday  nights.  Come 
early  and  reserve  your  own  special 
place  to  “stuff  It.” _ 

Man,  35,  Ikng  4  healthy,  happy  physical¬ 
ly  fit  guy,  probly  ynger,  4  something  Ing- 
Istng.  Things  I  like:  Building  and 
making  things,  wilderness  canoeing, 
music,  art,  swimming,  kids,  dogs, 
horses,  ice  cream,  TV,  movies,  bks, 
being  w/friends,  being  alone,  loving, 
talking,  laughing,  staying  home,  going 
out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don’t  like: 
Cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights, 
chrome  &  glass  furniture,  using  a  want- 
ad  to  meet  someone.  Considered  at¬ 
tractive,  6 ',  180,  personable,  reasonably 
bright,  versatile,  warm,  independent, 
stable.  Photo  not  essential,  but  would 
be  appreciated.  Bob  Williams,  Box  362, 
Station  K,  Toronto,  Canada. 

WHAT  SIZE  DO  YOU  HAVE? 

3x5?  That’s  what  we’re  looking  for!  File 
cabinets  for  3x5  cards,  preferably  in 
rows  of  3  (to  fit  in  with  the  ones  we  al¬ 
ready  have)  Call  Mike  at  426-4469  if 
you’ve  got  any! _ (c) 

GWM  21,  red-brn  hr,  grn  eyes,  5'  5", 
130,  want  GWM  21-30.  I  love  dk  hr, 
moust,  necking.  I’m  Ikg  for  a  rlly  sine 
guy  who  is  very  masc  athi,  clean, 
nnsmkg,  for  a  Istng  rltnshp.  I’m  n2  nat 
fds,  philosophy,  quiet  muse  &  quiet 
times  indoors  &  out.  Send  me  a  Itr 
w/desc  of  yrslf,  foto  if  poss,  yr  intrsts, 
fone.  I’m  no  fern  &  I’m  not  n2  any  drugs, 
SM,  BD.  We  can  go  out  2  dinner  &  start 
smthg  caring  &  wrthwhl.  Tom  Federico, 
151  Read  St.,  Winthrop,  MA  02152  (19) 

MASTER  IN  PRISON 
Tall  handsome  WM  38  heavyset  quiet 
discreet  submissive  needs  real  man 
well  bit  18-36  as  his  substitute  for  long 
term  ret.  Boston  So  Shore  only.  Pis 
send  full  descr  Itr  to  GCN  Box131.  (17) 

FRENZ  &  LUVVERS  association  — 
gay/bi  meet,  date,  relate.  Details  $1.00 
to:  P.O.  Box  814,  Boston,  MA  02123. 

7 (13) 

GWM  27  living  &  working  in  N.  Marianas 
skg  other  gays  in  Guam  &  Saipan  area, 
also  skg  reg  correspondence.  POB  71, 
San  Jose,  Village  Tinian  CM  96950.  (17) 
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HELP  GCN  TURN  ON  (THE  MUSE) 

If  you’ve  got  an  old  AM/FM  (mainly  FM) 
radio  you  don’t  use  any  more,  and  want 
to  give  to  a  worthy  cause  (so  to  speak) 
call  Mike  at  GCN  426-4469.  Ours  blew 
up. 


If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Rnx  22  Bromfield  St.,  Bos¬ 

ton,  MA  02108. 


FOR  SALE 


12  STRING  GUITAR 
Yamaha  FG-230.  Excellent  condition 
$125  or  best  offer.  Call  Kim  at  391-2033 
evenings. _ (c) 

PRISONERS 

28,  single,  5 ' 1 1 ",  170.  College  grad,  de¬ 
gree  in  Social  psych.  Love  to  travel,  love 
music,  movies,  popular  novels.  Birth 
sign  Saggitarius.  Keith  D.  Smith,  153- 
310,  P.O.  Box  69,  London,  OH  43140.  (16) 

Serving  15  to  life,  done  7  yrs.  Will  corre¬ 
spond  w/gay  men  or  gay  women.  Her¬ 
man  McNeil,  Box  367-5-1-8,  73A6137 
Dannemora,  NY  12929. _ (16) 

26,  Virgo,  hazel  e,  bm  h,  5 '8",  155.' 
Looking  for  the  right  person.  If  you’re 
lonely  &  need  someone,  come  on  &  get 
together.  Chas  Fuson  060294,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (16) 

Lonely,  seeking  correspondence.  Bob 
Hines  144-895,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucas- 
ville,  OH  45699. _ (16) 

Lonely  Leo  wishes  to  correspond  with 
sincere  people.  Am  open-minded,  hon¬ 
est,  seeking  an  everyday  person  who 
can  fill  this  emptiness  in  my  life.  Issac 
Barr  036225,  P.O.  Box  221,67- 
110,  Raiford,  FL  32083. _  (16) 

26,  bind,  bl  e,  5 '11',  160.  Lonely,  will 
ans  all  immediately.  Rondell  Farris, 
142-628,  P.O.  Box  69,  London,  OH 
43140. 

(16) 

Would  care  to  hear  from  anyone  who 
cares  for  someone  who  has  nothing  and 
no  one.  Bobby  Wortham  147740,  P.O. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (14) 


20,  6',  150,  brn  e,  h.  Into  religion,  read¬ 
ing,  writing,  camping,  meeting  serious 
minded  people.  Edward  Engle,  P.O.  Box 
1500,  Cross  City,  FL  32628.  (14) 

JOD  OPPORTUNITIES 

DISTRIBUTION  MANAGER 

GCN  needs  someone  to  join  our  distri¬ 
bution  team  (for  our  local  distribution 
route).  This  is  a  part-time  position. 
Contact  Richard  Burns  at  426-4469. 
You’ll  need  transportation. 


SERVICES _ 

REDWING  CARPENTRY,  INC. 
Cabinets,  furniture,  and  remodelling  by 
women.  References  and  free  estimates.. 
For  quality  work  call  Sue  or  Karen,  Prov. 
(401)831-0058. _ (19) 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor; 

_ 666-2778  (15) 

Gay  men,  therapy  for  individuals  and 
couples.  Help  with  lifestyle,  jealousy 
and  relationships.  Institute  for  Rational 
Living.  739-5063.  Lie.  Psychologist  (16) 

SERVING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY 
Humanistic  counseling  for  inds  and 
couples.  Open,  informal  atmosphere. 
Female  prof  Clinical  Soc.  Wrk.  15  yrs 
exp  in  SF/NYC.  Flexible  hours.  Fee 
negotiable  w/bartering  when  nec.  In  JP 
near  T,  Mariete  522-4572.  (26) 

MARRIED  MEN’S  GROUP 
Therapy  Group  focusing  on  needs  of 
Gay/Bi  men  married  to  women  has  op¬ 
enings.  Call  Francis  Giambrone,  MA.  24 
hransserv.661-7890or661-2032.  (17) 


Announces  New  Hours  after  Oct.  1, 1979 
Mon.-Fri.  9am-5pm 

Wed.  9am-7pm 

Sat.  11am-2pm 

739  Boylston  St.,  Suite  407 
247-1832 


HOUSE  CLEANING/GARDENING/ 
PAINTING 

Done  by  reliable  woman.  Reasonable 
rates.  Good  references.  Call  Paula  at 
625-51 33  or  J 1 1  at  426-4469.  (c) 


WOMEN'S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE. 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL, 
for  mm*,  rinir  Moods,  mod  fomitios. 

(61 7)  861  -8824  Lexington,  Mass. 


THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
is  now  forming  to  deal  with  issues  of 
intimacy,  relationships,  and  gay  self- 
image.  Call  628-8286  and  leave  mes- 
sage  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW. _ (9) 

Gay  men,  therapy  for  individuals  and 
couples.  Help  with  lifestyle,  jealousy 
and  relationships.  Institute  for  Rational 
Living.  739-5063. _ (16) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 
Newton  Corner,  Mass,  (off  the  Pike) 
(617)965-1311  for  appt. 


CRUISE  TO  FLORIDA  —  CHEAP! 
Good  drivers,  over  21,  needed  now  to 
deliver  cars  —  liberal  gas  allowance. 
Also  Calif  &  ail  of  U.S.  Call  Joe  267-4836 
for  information,  now! _ (R13)(S15) 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Beginning,  has  openings. 

David  Sell  Associates  536-2665 
David  Sell,  M.D.  —  Director. 

NH  GAY  COUNSELING 
Growth  and  crisis  —  men  and  women. 
Individual,  couple  and  family.  Lyn 
Foley,  Judy  Sigler,  both  MSW,  ACSW. 
By  app’t  only.  (603)  224-5600.  Concord. 

CHAIR  CANING 

Quality  seat  weaving  by  faggot  fin¬ 
gers.  See  ad  this  issue  for  10%  off  445- 
1435 _ (exc) 

ROOMMATES _ 

Lesbian  roommate  wanted  to  share  Ig 
apt.  Own  room,  $120  per  month. 
Garden.  Portsmouth,  NH.  No  pets. 
Fireplace.  (603)  436-2459.  No  separa¬ 
tists) _  (16) 

SOMERVILLE 

Bi-female  and  male  seek  female  to 
share  5  rm  apt.  Quiet,  friendly  atmo¬ 
sphere.  $150  a  mo  includes  everything. 
Call  Janice  after  4pm  628-6390.  (16) 

GM  20,  seeks  M  20+  to  share  Cam- 
bridgeport  apt.  Want  someone  quiet, 
nonsmoking  &  neat.  More  importantly  a 
friendly,  together  person.  $131/mo,  w/ht 
&hw.  Call  547-0873  eves. _ (17) 

F  seeks  same  to  share  5  rm  apt  in  JP. 
Driveway,  nrT.  $80  plus  utils.  Child  OK 
is  s/he  can  stand  sm  bedroom.  I  smoke, 
have  1  cat,  like  kids.  Call  Caryl  before  2 
pm,  522-4863,  or  522-1368  if  no  answer. 
_ (17) 

Roommate  wanted:  30  yr  old  male  who 
is  deaf  wants  a  male  roommate  who  is 
hearing.  Pay  Vz  expenses.  Reply  GCN 
Box  144. _ (16) 

GM,  prof  25-35  wanted  to  share  luxury 
Dedham  home.  Includes  garage. 
$250/mo  all  inclusive.  Call  326-8134. 

(14,16) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday  Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

publication).  Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories:  5 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by  accommodations  for  sale  instruction 

phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 

Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  JOBS  0FFERED  J0B  opportunities  jobs  wanted 

02108.  JUST  FRIENDS  lost  &  FOUND  MISCELL. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your  movers  organizations  penpals 

area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number.  personals 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  real  estate  prisoners  publications 

per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50  roommates  resorts  rides 

cents  per  week  for  25  characters.  apartments  services  wanted 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 

business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per  Headlines  at  $ _ per  wk.  $ 

line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines 

are  $1 .00  for  25  characters.  First  4  ,ines - at  $ - Per  wk’  $ - 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our  Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $ 

hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included  in  Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $  1 .00/  6  weeks  $ 

a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1 .00  for  6  weeks  if  you  pick  Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks  $ 

up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  for-  Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00  $ 

warded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded 

at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  vou  want  mail  3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00  $ 

forwarded  for  a  3  month  period  a  $5.00  charge  will  be 

made  for  the  additional  time.  TOT AT  .  FNOT  .OSF.F)  ...... 

.  $ _ 

Name 

AdHrp 

Please  Prin 

t  Net 

City 

itly 

State 

ss 

Zin _ P 

tione 

rER( 

Signature 

□  VISA 

Account  No. 

Expiration  Date  □  MAS' 

:harge 

2  GM/2  GF  seek  5th  person  for 
beautiful,  spacious  apt  on  Marlborough 
St  nr  trans.  Nov.  1.  $150  w/heat.  Non¬ 
smoker/no  pets.  Yama:  426-7042,  266- 
4510. _ _ _ (£) 

ANITA,  NOT  IN  SOMERVILE! 

2  working  GMs  (not  a  car,  Louise)  non- 
smokers,  mid-20s  who  think  ads  are 
dumb,  looking  for  a  perfect  3rd.  $120. 
Call  623-6524  after  6pm.  Hi,  Mom.  (16) 

Quiet  responsible  independent  GF 
seeks  same  to  share  lovely  6  rm  apt  in 
Beverly  5  min  from  ctr,  ocean,  trains  to 
Boston.  $250  incl  util,  pkg.  Furnished. 
Call  Terry  321-0099. _ (13) 

LIVE  IN  THE  COUNTRY 
Have  room  overlooking  beautiful  pine 
woods  in  rural  Sudbury  w/hse  privileges 
Male  or  female  25  + .  $250  inc  heat.  2 
Fireplaces.  Sherry,  days  485-8610.  (16) 

AfcColAMOPATIQNS 

THE  HOUSE  BOSTON 
Guest  Rooms— Ngtly  Rates 
Fum  Rooms  &  Apts— Wkly  Rates 
Restaurant  &  Bar 
(617)783-5701—5131  (35) 

APARTMENTS 

FOR  RENT 

5  rooms,  kit  &  bath,  quiet  house,  quiet 
street,  janitor  service,  heat  &  hw.  No 
pets.  J.P.  $290  (A-1)  Mr.  Smith  (617) 
524-1128. _ (17) 

MOYERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed— Insured— Professional 
24  hrs./day-7  days/wk.  No  O.T.  charges. 
Local  Jobs-Local  Rates.  354-2184 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  insured.  Reliable. 
Experienced 

_ 661-2958 _ (16) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

“WhaT^^Sonn^JcTfAbout  Anita)”/ 

“Queen  of  the  Nite.”  Hot  Reggae  single 
by  Casse  Culver.  $2.00  ($2.50  Foreign, 
U.S.  Draft).  Sweet  Alliance  Music,  P.O. 
Box  2879,  Wash  DC,  20013.  Bulk  avail 
able.  _ (20) 

PET  SCREW  FOR  CHRISTMAS 
Pet  Screw  comes  in  its  own  cage  com¬ 
plete  with  instructions.  Over  200  thous¬ 
and  sold.  Send  $5.95  plus  50*  for  post¬ 
age  and  handling.  Give  a  pet  screw  to 
your  pet  screw.  Send  check,  M.O.  to 
N.A.M.  Corp,  dept  G,  131  Fulton  Ave, 
Hempstead,  NY  11550. _ (19) 

New  lesbian  love  story. 

By  a  lesbian— for  lesbians. 

Send  $6.00  to  Donna  Camille 
P.O.  Box  12171,  El  Cajon,  CA  92022 
_  (18) 

WANTED _ 

Working  woman  needs  2-4  rooms  at  low 
price.  Would  consider  place  that  needs 
work.  Prefer  unfurn.  &  unheated.  (617) 
522-7335.  _ (17) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

MAINE  GAY  CHRISTIANS! 

The  Orthodox-Catholic  Church  is  the 
history  of  the  gay  Christian  movement, 
but  you  are  its  future.  A  new  American 
Catholic  Mission  in  ME  solicits  your  in¬ 
terest.  For  info  contact  Doug  Wright 
(202)  563-5856  nites  5-7  p.m.  or  Box  283, 
R.F.D.,  Damariscotta,  ME  04543.  (25) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  332- 
4440,  889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927.  A 
statewide  lesbian  organization,  meet¬ 
ing  the  third  Saturday  of  every  month. 
Support,  education  and  political  action, 
since  1976. 

Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090.  , 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS 
MASS,  a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics,  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  Boylston  St. 
entrance,  at  5:30pm.  For  info  contact 
Dignity/Boston,  355  Boylston  St.,  Bos- 
ton,  MA  02114.  Tel.  536-6518.  '  . 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Av,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  4th  Fri,  8pm.  Bi-monthly  mag¬ 
azine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social  & 
fund-raising  event.  Info  &  office  hrs 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  partici- 
pate. _ (23) 

PUBLICATIONS 

FROM  STONEWALL  TO  S.F.  - 

IT’S  RIGHT  TO  REBEL! 

Torch/La  Antorcha,  newspaper  of  the 
Revolutionary  Socialist  League  (RSL). 
Free  pamphlet  with  each  new  one  yr 
subscription.  Choose:  "The  Rise  of 
State  Capitalism— How  the  Russian 
Revolution  Was  Smashed”  or  “Gay 
Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolu¬ 
tion."  $5  for  one  year.  (Introductory  sub. 
$1  for  3  issues.)  P.O.  Box  562,  New 
York,  NY  10036. _ (18,16) 
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Boston  Area  (617) 

IHFORMATIONfSERVICEfSOCIAL 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline)  661-3900 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  02108 
Chiltern  Mountain  Club 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
CLEARSPACE:  a  community  center  for 
lesbian  women  and  gay  men. 

485  Mass.  Av.  Cambridge 
Committee  for  Gay  Youth, 

GCN  Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.  02108 


367-9064 

El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

Frenz  &  Luwers  Assoc. 

P.O.  Box  814.  Boston  02123 
Gay  Hotline  (3-12pm,  Mon.-Fri.) 

Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107 

Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  c/o  GCN  Box  8000 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing 
c/o  Cicone,  24  Clary  St.  Cambridge,  02139 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents  Project 

21  Bay  St.  Cambridge  02139 
Older  and  Other  Gays,  c/o  GCN,  Box  1500, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Institute 

Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215 
Parents  of  Gays  542-5188  (days),  426-9371  (nights) 

1  Project  Place  267-9150 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 


POUTICAL/IEGAL 


BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right)  524-1512, 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association 
B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass. 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders,  2  Park  Sq. 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02139 
Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor’s  Office 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 
Suite  407, 739  Boylston  St. 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge  02139  542-5415, 


STUDENT 


WOMEN 


354-8807 


661-3633 


661-2537 

354-8807 


Cambridge  Women’s  Center 
Daughters  of  Billtis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138 
Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center 
Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 
18616  Hampshire  St.,  Camb.  661-0450 

National  Organization  for  Women  661-6015 

99  Bishop  Alien  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139  ■  n 

Tufts  Women’s  Center  628-5000x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 
Women’s  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139 
Women’s  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Am  Tikva,  P.O.  Box  1 1 ,  Cambridge,  02138  524-1890 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns  776-6377 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA _ 

Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM) 


661-1316 


547-2302 


380  Green  St.,  Cambridge  02139 

492-6450 

Esplanade 

787-1084 

Fag  Rag 

661-7534 

Gay  Community  News 

426-4469 

Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR,  90.9FM) 

353-2790 

Good  Gay  Poets 

367-9064 

Hit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  02114 

268-5800 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 

426-9444 

Arcadia  Counseling,  Lesbian  Support  Group 


739-2200  x58 
267-7573 
843-5300 
864-8181 
542-5188 


965-1311 


266-3444 

956-5293 


520  Comm.  Ave. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

Gender  Identity  Service 
Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
Gay  Nurses'  Alliance-East,  P.O.  Box  530, 

Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117 
Mass  Bay  Counseling 
31  Channing  St.,  Newton  Corner  02158 
Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 16 
T ufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 

POOKSfBARS/DUSINESSES 

Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  542-01 44 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge 
02139  876-5310 

Red  Bookstore,  136  RiverSt.,  Camb.  491-6930 

The  Bar  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Men) 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 

Buddies  (Cruise-Disco) 

733  Boylston  St.  262-2480 

Chaps  (Denin,  Men) 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 

Delivery  Entrance  (at  the  House  Restaurant) 

12  Wilton  St.  783-5701 

Harry's  Place  (Dancing,  Men) 

45  Essex  St.  338-8816 

Herbie's  Ramrod  Room  (Leather,  Men) 

1254  Boylston  St.  247-0989 
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542-0114 

227-6167 


876-0215 


426-9371 


354-0133 


282-9161 

492-1339 


492-2655 


277-3454 


876-8768 

236-4710 

367-1394 

491-0968 

742-8020 

426-1350 


725-4435 

242-3544 

542-6837 


BU  Gays,  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Herman  Union,  Boston  University. 

Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  661-6500 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 

P.O.  Box  L199,  Chestnut  Hill,  MA  02167  661-4059 

Gay  People’s  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1,4th  fl,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 
Harvard-RadcliffeGay  Student  Assn.  498-7059 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-5440 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
.  Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 


Jacques  (Mixed,  Dancing) 

79  Broadway  338-9066 

Napoleon  Club  (Men,  Dancing  Fri.-Sun.) 

52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 

Paradise  (Talking,  Mostly  Men) 

180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge)  864-4130 

Playland  (Men,  some  Women) 

21  Essex  St.  338-7254 

Saints  (Women)  354-8807 

Somewhere  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Women) 


295  Franklin  St. 

Sporter's  Cafe  (Men)  228  Cambridge  St. 
Together  (Disco  Dancing,  Mixed) 

110  Boylston  St. 

Gay  Business  Assn., 

21  Huntington  Ave.  02116 

Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths) 

4  LaGrange  St. 

423-7730 

426-0086 

247-3431 

426-1451 

Eastern  Mass.  (6(7) 

IHFORMATIONfSERVICEfSOCIAL 

Martha's  Vineyard  Gay  Group 

Montachusett  Gay  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  262,  Fitchburg  01420 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 

Box  806,  Marblehead 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center 

Survival  Crisis  Line 

RELIGIOUS 

627-8097 

537-5780 

745-6966 

927-2605 

487-0387 

471-7100 

Christian  Community  Church, 

112  Emerson,  St.,  Haverhill  01830 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 

P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853 

WOMEN 

363-2286 

851-6711 

Everywornan's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 

St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren 
Women's  Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis 
02601 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women’s  Center 

169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

771-6739 

999-1570 

745-5873 

Gay  People  in  Medicine, 

23  Dover  St.,  Worcester 

STUDENT 

756-9385 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 

Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Mass  Teachers’  Association  Gay  Rights  Caucus 

P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem,  MA  01355 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

IHFORMATIONfSERVICEfSOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition, 

P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield  01201  447-7818 

Help  Line  664-6391,664-6392 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta., 

Springfield  01108 

WOMEN 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 
Northampton  01060'  ' 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst 

Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst 

Southwest  Women's  Center 

Womonfrye  Books 

RELIGIOUS 

584-4580 

545-0883 

545-3438 

545-0626 

586-6445 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604 

Springfield  01101 

STUDENT 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003 

People's  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002 

545-3438 

545-0154 

Connecticut  (203) 

IHFORMATIONfSERVICEfSOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505 

Gay  Alliance,  East.  Conn.,  37  Otrobando 
Ave.,  Norwich  06360 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-F  11-2  pm, 

6-11  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 

Gay  Switchboard,  New  Haven,  M-F  8-11  pm, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520 

Gay  Youth-New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  2031 
Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 

Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National 
Archives,  One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC, 

Hartford  06103 

So.  Conn.  Org.  for  Human  Rights, 

P.O.  Box  3792,  New  Haven  06525 


436-8945 

889-7530 

522-5575 

436-8945 

436-8945 

522-2646 

547-1281 

562-1007 


WOMEN 


Gay  Women’s  Collective,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective,  522-2763 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  747-5451 

Lesbian  Rap,  New  Haven,  148  Orange  St„ 

New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

Women’s  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301 ,  Hartford  06103  525-2382 

Women's  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women's  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

148  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

STUDENT 


527-3151 


436-8945 

486-2273 


Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106 
Gay  Alliance,  New  Haven  (  =  Gay  Alliance 
at  Yale),  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New 
Haven  06520 

Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268 
Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-9411 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  0651 1  865-2802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Yalesblans,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Falrfleld  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72, 

H  artf  ord  06 1 4 1  233-8325 


Integrlty/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 
Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 
New  Haven  06507 
MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514, 

Hartford  06101 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


522-2646 

787-1518 

232-5110 

436-8945 


Gay  Alcoholics  Anon,  (information) 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH. 

Box  2031 ,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520 

775-0615 

436-8354 

Rhode  Island  (401) 

IHFORMATIONfSERVICEfSOCIAL 

Gay  Help  Line 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

Box  3057,  Pawtucket,  02861 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

751-3322 

728-9269 

728-6023 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 

WOMEN 

333-1396 

775-1946 


863-1236 


Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 

STUDENT 


Gay  Hotline,  U  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT, 
Burlington  05401 ,  M-F,  7-9pm 


656-4173 

656-4173 


Maine  (207) 

IHFORMATIONfSERVICEfSOCIAL 

Center  for  Being,  Alternative  Counseling  Service 

Boothbay  Harbor  633-5264 

MEDIA _ 

Mainely  Gay,  P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04112 

MEN/WOMEN _ 

Maine  Lesbian  Feminists 
P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast,  04915 
Midcoast  Gay  Men 

P.O.  Box  57  Belfast,  ME  04915 

STUDENT _ 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 


New  York  State 

IMFORMATIOHfSERVICEfSOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfleld  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968 
Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline 
(Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.) 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)475-6857 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at 

Farmingdale  (516)420-2292 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  244-8640, 244-9030 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)4828138 


(716)271-6750 
(716)  244-8640 
or  244-9030 


(607)  797-3453 


Parents  of  Gays/L.l 
c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746 

WOMEN 


Blsexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Line 
Herlzon  —  A  Woman's  Space 
77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center,  713 
Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Lesbian  Switchboard 
(Mon,  7-9  p.m.) 

MEN 


(516)791-5565 


(716)244-9030 
(607)  722-3629 


Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle 
Women's  Center,  186  Meeting  St., 

Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912  863-2189 

Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860  942-5368 

STUDENT _ 

Brown  Univ.  Gay  Students  Assn.,  305  Faunce 
House,  Waterman  Ave.,  Providence  02912 
Office  hours:  Noon-1  pm  weekdays  863-3062 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Providence  724-0132 

Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861 

MCC/Providence,  134  Matthewson  St.  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  III,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom  272-8482 


New  Hampshire  (603) 

IHFORMATIONfSERVICEfSOCIAL 

Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Paul  888-1  5 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  224-3785;  E.  Rochester  332-4440; 

Keene  399-4927;  Nashua  889-1416. 

MEN _ 

Central  N.H.  Men's  Support  Group 
31  Union  St.,  Concord  03301  ,  224-7027 

Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  221  Portsmouth  03801 

WOMEN _ 

Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 

STUDENT _ 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students’  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 

Vermont  (802) 

IHFORMATIONfSERVICEfSOCIAL 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 

Washington  County  Gays  223-6843 

P.O.  Box  1264,  Montpelier  05602 

WOMEN _ 

Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701 

Women's  Center, 

P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 

RELIGIOUS 


Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 

Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm)  (914)948-4922 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 
42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fitzhugh  St., 

Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  487P,  Bayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Commitlee  of  the 
Unitarian  Universalist  Fellowship 
of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

STUDENT _ 

Cornell  Gay  Liberation 
Room  28  Willard  Straight  Hall 
Cornell  Univ.,  Ithaca  14853  (607)  256-6482 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R„  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  1 4607  (71 6)  275-6181 

Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y.  (516)  246-7943 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Univ., 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)475-6857 

MEDIA _ 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 


Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
Box  131,  Albany  12201 


(518)  462-6138 


New  York  City  (2(2) 

IHFORMATIONfSERVICEfSOCIAL 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 
164  W  21st  St.  #1979  10011 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gayellow  Pages 

P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  744-2785 

Mirth  and  Girth  Club  734-7748 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014  677-0237 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

SAGE,  Inc. 

487 A  Hudson  St.  10014 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

26  Ninth  Ave.  (at  W.14  St.)  675-0143 

WOMEN _ 

All  The  Queens  Women,  36-23  164th  St., 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Dykes  &  Tykes 

Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
Gay  Women's  Alternative, 

4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 

P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 

Lesbian  Switchboard  741-2610 

243  W.  20th  St.  10010 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-3012 
Dykes  &  Tykes  Legal  Custody  Center, 

Rm  502, 1 10  E.  23rd  St.,  NYC  10010  777-8358 

Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station  677-0237 

Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 
Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448. 

Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017  532-8197 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 

National  March  on  Washington 
156  5th  Ave.,  Rm  505,  10010 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549,  10001  989-6653 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011  242-1212 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 


Gaysweek,  216  W.  18th  St.  1001 1 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance 

STUDENT 

929-7720 

598-2597 

New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 

Leob  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

598-7056 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  People  In  Health  Care 

74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 

National  Gay  Health  Collective 

55  West  26  St.  #402,10010 

499-1453 

725-0114 

OCCUPATIONAL 

Gay  Teacher's  Association,  204  Lincoln 

PL,  Brooklyn  11217 


789-8176/499-1060 


To  update  your  listing  or  to  put  a  new  list¬ 
ing  into  the  Quick  Gay  Guide,  send  informa¬ 
tion  to  Listings  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  Issue. 


weekly  events 
sun 

Boston,  MA  -  CLOSET  SPACE  (WCAS 
AM-740).  Join  co-hosts  Muffy  Wheeler  and  Joe 
Martin  and  their  guests  at  10am. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  will  be  sponsoring  roller 
skating  every  Sunday.  Call  282-9161  for 
details. 

Boston,  MA  —  Italian  Lesbians  Potluck  &  dis¬ 
cussion  on  the  3rd  Sun.  of  every  month. 
4 -6pm.  Call  776-4185. 

Newburyport,  MA  —  Newspace  women’s  cof¬ 
feehouse,  8-1 1pm,  YWCA,  13  Market  St. 
Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Basketball. 
Lindemann  Ctr.  (Gov’t  Ctr.)  Beginners  3- 
4:30pm;  experienced  4:30-6pm.  Info  227-6167. 
Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AlAnon  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  1pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  & 
women.  2:30pm. 

mon 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group  for 
high  school  and  college  age  women  who  are 
or  are  considering  being  lesbians.  Arlington 
St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  7-9pm.  Join  us  for 
raps,  projects  and  outings. 

Quincy,  MA  —  Gay  AlAnon  meets  at  8:30pm. 
Gay  women  &  men.  Call  773-2025  after  6pm  for 
info. 

tues 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitls,  organ¬ 
ization  for  women,  has  discussion  group 
every  Tuesday  at  the  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for 
information  on  DOB  activities. 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  Women's  discussions.  8:30pm.  26 
Ninth  Ave.  at  14th  St.  Social  hour  with  refresh¬ 
ments  follows.  $2  donation. 

Boston,  MA  —  GAY  WAY  (WBUR  90.9FM). 
Join  co-hosts  Ann  Maguire  and  David  Socia 
and  their  guests  at  8:30pm. 


wed 


Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  Evening  rap  group 
organized  by  and  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth 
14-21  years  old.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355 
Boylston.  7-9pm.  Join  us  for  an  alternative  to 
the  bars  to  meet  and  talk  about  our  lives. 
New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association 
(last  Wednesday  only)  meeting  and  coffee¬ 
house  at  St.  Peter's  Church,  346  W.  20th  St. 
924-9434. 


thurs 


New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regu¬ 
lar  meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston) 
8:30pm.  All  are  welcome.  Free! 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation:  7:30-8 
munchies,  8-10  discussion.  Cambridge  Wom¬ 
en's  Center,  46  Pleasant,  354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout. 
No  experience  necessary.  Come  by  tor  a  few 
hours  between  4  &  10pm.  22  Bromtield. 

fri 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  needs  volunteers  to  send 
out  the  paper  to  subscribers.  Refreshments  & 
merriment,  from  6pm  on,  22  Bromfield. 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Support  Group  for  Gay 
Women,  meets  at  Women  s  Center,  15  Chest¬ 
nut  St.  7pm,  996-3341. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men’s  Swimming: 
6-7pm,  over  40  only;  7-9pm  all  ages.  Linde¬ 
mann  Ctr.  (Gov't  Ctr.)  Info:  227-6167. 

sot 

Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  for  lesbians  and 
gay  youth  14-21  meets  from  noon  to  5pm  at 
the  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  Join 
us  for  outings,  raps,  and  projects. 

nov  4  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  X-MOWers  and  X-Confer- 
ence  people  will  meet  to  exchange  thoughts, 
both  good  and  bad,  about  the  Conference. 
Evaluations,  paying  debts,  general  gossip  etc. 
56  Brattle  St.  12  noon.  Bring  a  lunch. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Boston  area 
environmental  awareness  trip.  Call  Sturgis 
Haskins  for  more  info:  (617)  227-6167. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  'For  Lesbians  Considering 
Motherhood'.  A  workshop  at  Janus  House,  21 
Bay  St.  Info:  B76-0358. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Sally  Gearhart,  author  of 
Wanderground  and  Women  Loving  Women 
Loving  Men,  will  be  at  Womonfyre  Books,  68 
Masonic  St.,  for  an  author-signing  party. 
2-4pm.  Free.  At  7:30pm  she'll  give  a  reading 
from  Wanderground  and  talk  about  lesbian 
fiction  at  Chrysalis  Theater,  23  Main  St.  $2.50. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Free  Film  Festival.  This 
evening:  'Men’s  Lives’  and  'Rape  Culture'.  In 
the  Harvard  Science  Center  Lecture  Hall  A, 
8pm.  FREE! 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdanc¬ 
ing.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard. 
12:30-3:30pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Unitarian  Universalist 
Gays  and  Lesbians.  ‘Alcoholism  in  the  gay 
community:  a  personal  perspective.'  At  the 
Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  7pm. 

5  mon 

Boston,  MA  —  'Science  as  an  excuse  for 
racism  and  genocide’:  a  course  in  plain  lan¬ 
guage  about  the  politics  of  science  and  rac¬ 
ism.  Monday  evenings,  7-9pm,  Nov.  12-Dec. 
17.  Call  Harriet  Tubman  House  for  info: 
536-8610. 


Boston,  MA  —  "Those  people"  A  radio  docu¬ 
mentary  on  the  lives  of  gay  people  in  the  Bos¬ 
ton  area.  WEEI  News  Radio  59AM.  Monday 
through  Friday  this  week  at  7:40  and  4:40pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women’s  Community 
Health  Center  self  help  groups  on  women’s 
health  and  on  fertility  awareness  and  basic 
body  knowledge.  Registration  begins  today 
for  groups  starting  Nov.  12  (fertility)  and  Nov.  A  ft 
19  (health).  Call  547-2302.  ■  V  \ 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  3-day  bi- 
cycle/bird  watching  tour  on  Nantucket  Island.  I 
Call  Ted  Watt  (617)  259-0951  for  info. 

Boston,  MA  —  Alix  Dobkin  with  Kay  Gardner 
a  concert  for  women.  B.U.  Morse  Aud,  602 
Comm  Ave.  $5  suggested  donation.  Childcare. 
8pm. 


6  tues 


Salem,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
(NSGA)  First  Anniversary  Cocktail  Reception, 
at  Historic  Daniels  House,  1  Daniels  St. 

6:30-9pm.  All  members,  friends  and 
supporters  are  welcome.  Free.  Info:927-2605 
or  745-6966. 

Boston,  MA  —  BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Gay 
And  Lesbian  Schoolworkers)  will  meet  at  .  . 

7:30pm,  355  Boylston.  New  people  are  especi-  4  4  Clift 
ally  welcome.  Refreshments.  All  people  who 
work  in  schools  are  invited.  „ 

East  Orange,  NJ  —  Dignity/Metro  NJ.  Rev.  Bill 
Johnson,  first  self-affirming  gay  person  or¬ 
dained  by  a  major  denomination.  7:30pm.  Our 
Lady  Help  of  Christians,  Main  and  N.  Clinton 
Sts. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing  at  Phillips  Brooks  House  In  Harvard 
Yard.  2:30-5:30pm  followed  by  a  potluck  sup¬ 
per.  Call  Dee  661-7223  or  Judy  661-1436  tor 
info. 

Madison,  NJ  —  Amazon  Autumn  III.  Work¬ 
shops  (incl.  Sexuality  after  60,  Coming  out  to 
your  children,  self-defense,  health  topics, 
third  world  women’s  problems),  entertain¬ 
ment  and  dancing.  Call  (201)  797-7051  for  info. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Women's  Community 
Health  Center  open  house  to  learn  more  about 
the  center.  639  Mass  Ave,  Room  210.  5:30pm. 
547-2302. 


7  wed 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club. 
Winter  trip  planning  meeting.  Call  Roy 
Robertson  (617)  661-0996,  or  864-5770/ext. 
2577. 

Boston,  MA  —  Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus  leg¬ 
islative  lobbying  committee  will  meet  at 
Somewhere,  295  Franklin.  7:30pm.  Assign¬ 
ments  for  getting  endorsements  and  spon¬ 
sors  for  1980  gay  rights  legislation.  Call 
242-3544  for  info. 


6  thurs 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Second  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Seminarians  Conference,  Nov.  8-11.  Info:  call 
Brad  Prunty  491-2797. 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion  .  _ 

Group.  'Billy  Budd  and  the  homosexual  as-  4  J  tUOS 
pects  of  Melville’s  work'  with  writer  James 
Scott.  Unisex,  26  9th  Ave.  8:30pm.  $2  dona¬ 
tion.  Social  hour  follows  discussion. 

New  York,  NY  —  An  evening  of  films  by  Jan 
Oxenberg  including  'A  Comedy  in  Six  Unna¬ 
tural  Acts'  and  'Home  Movies'.  Tonight  and  to¬ 
morrow  night  at  8:30pm.  Chelsea  Gay  Assoc. 

164  W  21st  St. 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club  —  Hike  on 
Mt.  Penobscot  In  Maine.  Call  Dan  McNaugh- 
ton  (207)  288-3773  for  Info. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Atheist  League  of  Amer¬ 
ica, (GALA).  Harris  Kimball,  attorney,  disbarred 
in  Florida  for  sodomy,  will  speak.  5pm.  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  29  W.  21st 
St.,  2nd  floor. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  'How  we  use/abuse  drugs’. 
A  workshop  for  women  at  Janus  House,  21 
Bay  St.  $1  donation.  For  more  info  call 
876-0358. 

Central  Falls,  Bl  —  A  spaghetti  dinner  at 
Marti’s  to  benefit  the  Metropolitan  Commun¬ 
ity  Church.  Marti’s  Lounge,  174  Railroad  Ave., 
2-6pm.  All  you  can  eat  for  $3.50.  Call  272-9247 
for  more  info. 

Boston,  MA  —  Unitarian  Universalist  Gays 
and  Lesbians.  'What  it  means  to  be  a  gay  cath¬ 
olic.’  A  program  by  Dignity  at  the  Arlington  St. 
Church,  355  Boylston.  7pm. 

12  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women’s  Community 
Health  Center  self-help  slide  show  covering  a 
broad  range  of  health  topics.  5:30pm.  639 
Mass  Ave,  Room  210.  Call  547-2302  for  more 
info. 


New  York,  NY  —  "Some  Joyless  Gay  :  Out  of 
the  closet  and  into  the  conformity  machine. 
West  Side  Discussion  Group.  26  9th  Ave. 
8:30pm.  $2  donation.  A  social  hour  follows 
each  discussion. 


14  wed 


9  fri 


Boston,  MA  —  ‘Musically  Speaking'. 
Women's  programming:  |azz,  women's  music, 
information/announcements,  discussion. 
EVERY  Friday  1-4pm  on  WMBR,  88.1FM.  Call 
Melanie  494-8810  for  input. 


Boston,  MA  —  ROCK  ’N  ROLL  FOR  GCN! 

Dance  to  Rock  ’n  Roll  from  the  50s  to  the  80s, 
at  Buddies,  733  Boylston.  8pm.  Giant  Auction, 
Raffle,  Live  Entertainment  in  the  lounge. 
Come  and  spend  a  couple  of  bucks  to  help  out 
your  newspaper.  Tickets  $2  In  advance  at 
GCN  (or  by  mail),  22  Bromfield.  We  get  the  full 
$2  if  you  get  them  in  advance. 
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